w\ 


UNITED  IRISHMEN  (Society  of)  of 
Dublin,  established  Nov.  6 10th,  1791. 
Their  Resolutions.  Addresses1,  Letteis.  &c, 
&c.  1 2mo,  brards,  rare,  being:  published 
for  the  members  only,  204J  pages,  10s. 
Let  the  Nation  stand  ;  no  publisher. 

Dublin,  1794 

•ner  of  one  of  the  leaves  is  in  manuscript. 


CO 

u 

t— I 

pa 
D 

§ 

H 

o 


H=5  M 

H 

H 


» *  * 


S     O      C      IE      T      V 


©p 


UNITED    IRISHMEN 


OP 


DUBLIN. 


ESTABLISHED 
NOVEMBER    IX.    MDCCXCI, 


U    LET     THE    NATION     STAND/' 


-DUBLIN:- 


1794. 


Jotr<*y/ 


A- 


Or 


CONTENTS, 


S;9i  Vagt 

LKoV.    9.    Aflociatian  and  declaration  of 

the  Society,  -  •& 

Test,  3  3  5 

.Dec.  30.    Circular  letter,  3  ^ 

3792. 

Feb.  25.    Refolutions  refpe&ing  undefined 

privilege,  -  12? 

Letter  to  the  Society  of  United 
Iriftimen  at  Belfaft,  1  % 

March  30.     Letter  from  Mr.  Tandy,  j5 

And   refolutions  confequent 

thereon,  -  17 

Sep*  14..     Addrefs  to  the  nation*  x$ 

a  % 


CONTENTS; 

[Pel.  26  ,     Addrefs  to  the  friends  of  the 

people  at  London,  55 

Nov.  3.  Letter  to  the  Chairman,  from 
Thomas  Braughal,  Efq.  with 
the  refolutions  of  the  Catho- 
lic meeting,  -  3© 

23.     Addrefs  to  the  delegates  for  re- 
form in  Scotland,  32s 

30.     Circular  letter  to  the  different 

Societies  of  United  Irifhmen,    +a 

Pec.     7.     Refolution  relative  to  the  Ca- 
tholic Convention.  4.3 

14,     Addrefs   to  the  Volunteers  of 

Ireland,  *  -  4.3 


23.     Refolutions    relative    to    that 

Addrefs,  -  48 


1793 


Jan,  11.  Refolution  exprefling  gratitude 
to  the  King  for  a  part  of  his 
fpeech  from  the  throne,  50 

25.     Addrefs  to- the  Irifh  Nation,  51 

Feb.  80.     Report  on  the  War,  the  Militia 

and  the  Gunpowder  A6t,  62 

*  For  the  fuppofed  dijlribution  of  this  addrefs,  an  in- 
formation ex  officio  nuas  filed  againfl  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  Efq.  and  he  ivas  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  tjool. 
and  to  be  imprifoned  for  tivoyears,  commencing  igth  fanu- 
Ctry  1 754 .    Zee  the  report  of  the  trial publifbed  by  Byrne. 


CONTENTS. 

Page 

Feb.  Z4-.     Proceedings  againft   the  Hon. 
and  Simon     Butler     and    Oliver 

March  i.  Bond,  Efq.  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  and  refolutions  of  the 
Society  on  the  Secret  Com- 
mittee, -  67 

Refolution  of  attachment  to  the 
officers  of  the  Society,  y% 

z.     Their  anfwer,  -  73 

3.     Addrefs  to    the  people  of  Ire- 
land, -  -  7$ 

June     7.     Addrefs  to  our  Catholic  Coun- 
trymen, - .  8t 

2,1.     Addrefs  to  Ireland,  $6 

July  15.     Refolutions  on  the  Convention 

Bill,  -  -  9i 

z6.     Proceedings  relative  to  Henry 

Sheares,  Efq.  -  94 

Aug.  is.     Addrefs    to    James  Reynolds, 

M.  D.  -  -  98 

His  anfwer*  -  59 

16.  Addrefs  to  the  Hon.  Simon 
Butler  and  Oliver  Bond,  Efq. 
on  their  enlargement  100 


CONTENTS. 

Page 

Their  anfwer,  -  104, 

Oft.  28.  Proceedings  in  Edinburgh, 
againft  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  -  105 

Nov.  22.     Addrefs  to  Thomas  Muir,  117 

25.     Refolutions  of  the  Britifti  Con- 
vention, -  121 

Addrefs  to  the  Britifh  Conven- 
tion, -  -  I2Z 

Plan  of  Reform,  and  ad- 
drefs to  the  people  thereon,      724 

3794- 

Feb.     7.     Addrefs  to  Archibald  Hamilton 

Rowan,  -  131 

8.     His  anfwer,  «.  13$ 

Proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Mr.  Tandy, 
,26th  June,  1792.  -  135 

March  14.     Addrefs  to  the  people  in  justifi- 
cation of  the  Plan  of  Reform.  1 90 

Constitution   of  the  So- 
ciety. *  199 


CONTENTS. 

Page 
March  10.     Anfwer  of  Thomas  Muir,  203 


1792. 

June  2*2.     Refolutions    refpecling    James 

Napper  Tandy,  205 

Nor.  16.     ,Anfwer  to  Thomas  Braughal, 
Chairman    of    the    Catholic 
,  meeting,  -  206 

1793. 

Dec.  20.      Refolutions  refpe&ing  the  Bri- 

tifh  Convention.  207 


SOCIETY 


0   F 


UNITED    IRISHMEN. 


Eagle,  Eujlace-Jlreet,  9th  of  November,  1 791. 
AT     A    MEETING 
,    or   THE 

SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 

OF 

DUBLIN, 
The  Hon.  SIMON  BUTLER  in  the  Chair, 
The  following  was  agreed  to : 

VV  HEN  we  reflect  how  often  the  Freemen 
and  Freeholders  of  Dublin  have  been  convened, 
humbly  to  exprefs  their  Grievances  to  Parliament 
— how  often  they  have  folicited  the  enaction  of 
good,  and  the  repeal  of  bad  Laws — how  often, 
for  fucceffive  years,  they,  have  petitioned  againft 
the  obnoxious  and  unconstitutional  Police  Acl, 
and  how  often  all  thefe  applications  have  been 
treated  with  the  moft  perfect  contumacy  and 
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contempt. — When  thefe  fa£h  are  brought  to  re- 
collection, is  there  an  Honeft  Man  will  Jay,  that 
the  Houie  of  Commons  have  the  fmalleft  refpeft 
for  the  People,  or  believe  themfelves  their  Legi- 
timate Reprefentatives  ? — The  fa£t  is,  that  the 
great  Majority  of  that  Houie,  coniider  themfelves 
as  the  Reprefentatives  of  their  own  Money,  or 
the  hired  fervants  of  the  Englim  Government, 
whofe  Minifte'r  here,  is  appointed  for  the  fole 
purpofe  of  dealing  out  Corruption  to  them — at  the 
expence  of  Irifh  Liberty,  Irifh  Commerce,  and 
Iiilh  Improvement.-^-This  being  the  cafe,  it  na- 
turally follows,  that  Iuch  Miniver  is  not  only 
the  reprefentative  of  the  Englim  Views  againfl 
this  Country,  but  is  alio  The  fole  Puprefeniaii-ve 
of  the  People  of  Ireland.  To  elucidate  which  af- 
fertion,  it  is  only  neceflary  to  alk,  whether  a 
fingle  queftion  in  favour  of  this  oppreiTed   Nation 

can    be   carried    without    his     Confent  ? -and 

whether  any  meafure,  however  inimical,  may 
not  through  his  influence  be  effected? 

In  this  ftate  of  ajbjeec  Slavery,  no  hope  remains 
for  us,  but  in  the  fmcere  and  hearty  Union  of  All 
the  People,  for  a  compleat  and  radical  reform  of 
Parliament  j  becaufe  it  is  obvious,  that  one  Party 
alone  have  been  ever  unable  to  obtain  a  fingle 
Bleffing  for  their  Country  5  and  the  Policy  of  our 
Rulers  has  been  always  iuch,  as  to  keep  the  dif- 
ferent Seels  at  variance,  in  which  they  have  been 
but  too  well  feconded  by  our  own  folly. 

For  the  attainment  then  ef  this  great  and 
important  object — for  the  removal  of  abfurd  and 
ruinous  diftinclions — and  for  promoting  a  com- 
plete Coalition  of  the  People — a  Society  has  been 
formed,  compofed  of  all  Religious  Perfuaf.ons, 
who  have  adopted  for  their  Name,— — — THE 
SOCIETY  OF  UNITED  IRISHMEN  OF 
DUBLIN,— and  have  taken  as  their 
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DECLARATION. 

That  of  a  fimilar  Society  in  Belfast,  which 
is  as  follows : 

"  In  the  prefent  great  sera  of  reform,  when 
unju't  Governments  are  falling  in  every  quarter 
of  Europe  ;  when  religious  perfecution  is  com- 
pelled to  abjure  her  tyranny  over  coufcience ;  when 
the  Rights  of  Men  are  ascertained  in  theory,  and 
that  theory  fubltantiated  by  practice  ;  when  anti- 
quity can  no  longer  defend  abfurd  and  oppretfive 
forms  againlt  the  common  fenf'e  and  common  in- 
terefts  of  mankind  ;  when  all  Government  is  ac- 
knowledged to  originate  from  the  People,  and  to 
be  fo  far  only  obligatory  as  it  protects  their  rights 
and  promotes  their  welfare  ;  we  think  it  our  duty, 
as  Iriihmen,  to  come  forward,  and  ftate  what  we 
feel  to  be  our  heavy  grievance,  and  what  we  know 
to  be  its  effectual  remedy. 

We  have  no  National  Government— 
We  are  ruled  by  Englishmen,  and  the  fervants  of 
Engli/hmen  5  whole  obje£l  is  the  intereft  of  an- 
other country  ;  whole  initrument  is  corruption  5 
whole  Strength  is  the  weakneis  of  Ireland  5  and 
thefe  men  have  the  whole  of  the  power  and  pa- 
tronage of  the  Country,  as  means  to  feduce  and 
fubdue  the  honelly  and  the  fpirit  of  her  Repre  - 
fentatives  in  the  Legislature.  Such  an  extrinfic 
power,  acling  with  uniform  force  in  a  direction 
too  frequently  oppofite  to  the  true  line  of  our  ob- 
vious intere(is,  can  be  relifted  with  effe6l  folely 
by  unanimity,  decijion,  and  fpirit  in  the  Feople\ 
qualitie;  >vluch  maybe  exerted  molt  legally,  con- 
stitutionally and  efricacioufiy,  by  that  great  mea- 
iuie  efiential  to  the  profperity  and  freedom  of 
Ireland,  AN  EQUAL  REPRESENTATION 
OF  ALL  THE  PEOPLE  IN  PARLIAMENT, 
A* 


(    4    ) 

et  We  do  not  here  mention  as  grievances  the 
rejection  of  a  Place-Bill,  of  a  Penfion-Bill,  of  a 
Refponflbility-Bill ;  the  fale  of  Peerages  in  one 
Houfej  the  corruption  publickly  avowed  in  the 
other ;  nor  the  notorious  infamy  of  Borough 
traffic  between  both  j  not  that  we  are  infeniible 
of  their  enormity,  but  that  we  confider  them  as 
but  fymptoms  of  that  mortal  difeafe,  which  cor- 
rodes the  vitals  of  our  Conftitution,  and  leaves 
to  the  People  in  their  own  Government  but  the 
ihadow  of  a  name. 

Impressed  with  thefe  fentiments  we  have 
agreed  to  form  an  AfTociation,  to  be  called,  THE 
SOCIETY  OF  UNITED  IRISHMEN :  and  we 
do  pledge  ourfelves  to  our  Countiy,  and  mutually 
to  each  other,  that  we  will  fteadily  fupport  and 
endeavour  by  all  due  means  to  carry  into  effecl 
the  following  refolutions  : 

"  I.  Resolved,  That  the  weight  of  Englifh 
Influence,  in  the  Government  of  this  Country, 
is  fo  great  as  to  require  a  Cordial  Union  among- 
ALL  THE  PEOPLF  OF  IRELAND,  to  main- 
tain that  balance  which  is  eflenfial  to- the  prefer- 
vation  of  our  Liberties,  and  the  extenlion  of  our 
Commeice. 

"  II.  That  the  fole  constitutional  mode  by 
which  this  influence  can  be  oppofed,  is  by  a  com- 
pleat  and  radical  reform  of  the  Reprefentation  of 
the  People  in  Parliament. 

"  III.  That  no  Reform  is  practicable,  effica- 
cious, or  juft,  which  mail  not  include  Irijbmen  of 
every  Religious  Perfualion. 

"  Satisfied  as  we  are,  that  the  intefline  di- 
viilons  among  Irifhmen,  have  too  ofte*.  given  en- 
couragement and  impunity  to  audacious  and  cor- 
rupt adminiftfations,  in  meafures  which,  but  for 
thefe  divifions  they  durft  not  have  attempted,  we 
fubmit  our  Refolutions  to  the  Nation,  as  die  bafi* 
of  cur  Political  Faith. 
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"  We  have  gone  to  what  we  conceive  to  he 
the  root  of  the  evil ;  we  have  ftated  what  we  con- 
ceive to  be  the  remedy — With  a  Parliament  thus 
reformed,  every  thing  is  eafy  j  without  it,  no- 
thing can  be  done.  And  we  do  call  on,  and 
moft  earneftly  exhort  our  Countrymen  in  general 
to  follow  our  example,  and  form  fimiiar  focieties 
in  every  quarter  of  the  Kingdom  for  the  promo- 
tion of  conftitutional  knowledge,  the  abolition 
of  bigotry  in  religion  and  politics,  and  the  equal 
diftribution  of  the  Rights  of  Man  through  all 
Sects  and  Denominations  of  Irifhmen. 

"  The  People  when  thus  collected  will  feel 
their  own  weight,  and  fecure  that  power  which 
theory  has  already  admitted  as  their  portion,  and 
to  which  if  they  be  not  aroufed  by  their  prefent 
provocations  to  vindicate  it,  they  deferve  to  for- 
feit their  pretenfions  FOR  EVER. 

JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY,  Secretary, 


TEST. 

JL  A.  B.  in  the  pre  fence  of  God,  do  pledge  my f elf 
to  my  country,  that  I  'will  ufe  all  my  abilities  and 
influence  in  the  attainment  of  an  impartial  and  ade- 
quate reprefentation  of  tl¥e  Irijb  Nation  in  Parlia- 
ment— And  as  a  means  oj  abfolute  and  immediate 
necefjity  in  the  eflablifoment  of  this  Chief  Good  of 
Ireland,  I  will  endeavour,  as  much  as  lies  in  my 
ability,  to  forward  a  brotherhood  of  off e Elton,  an 
identity  of  interejls,  a  communion  of  rights,  and 
an  union  of  power  among  Irifhmen  of  all  religious 
ferfuafions ;  •without  which  every  reform  in  par- 
liament mujl  be  partial,  not  national,  inadequate 
to  the  wants,  deluji<ve  to  the  wifbes,  and  infuffi- 
cientfor  the  freedom  and  happinefs  of  this  Country* 
A3 
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Friday ^  30th  December,  1791. 
SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 
DUBLIN. 
The  Hon.  SIMON  BUTLER  in  the  Chair. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  'That  the  following 
Circular  Letter,  reported,  by  our  Committee  of 
Correfpondencet  be  adopted  and  printed. 

r  "1  ^ 

1  HIS  Letter  is  addrefifed  to  you  from  the 
Correfponding  Committee  of  the  Society  of  Unit- 
ed Irimmen  in  Dublin. 

We  annex  the  Declaration  of  Political  Prin- 
ciples which  we  have  fubferibed,  and  the  Teft 
which  we  have  taken,  as  a  fecial  and  facred  com- 
pact to  bind  us  more  clofely  together. 

The  object  of  this  Inftitution  is  to  make  an 
United  Society  of  the  Irifh  Nation ;  to  make  all 
Irifhmen— Citizens  ; — all  Citizens  —  Irifhmen  j 
nothing  appearing  to  us  more  natural  at  all  times, 
and  at  this  crifis  of  Europe  more  feafonable,  than 
that  thofe  who  have  common  interefts,  and  com- 
mon enemies,  who  fuffer  common  wrongs,  and 
lay  claim  to  common  rights,  mould  know  each 
other  and  flioulcl  aft  together.  In  our  opinion 
ignorance  has  been  the  Demon  of  difcord,  which 
has  fo  long  deprived  Irifhmen,  not  only  of  the 
bleflings  of  well  regulated  government,  but  even 
the  common  benefits  of  civil  fociety.  Peace  in 
this  ifland  has  hitherto  been  a  peace  on  the  prin- 
ciples and  with  the  confequences  of  civil  war. 
For  a  century  paft  there  has  indeed  been  tran- 
quility 3  but  to  mofl:  of  our  dear  countrymen  it 
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has  been  the  tranquility  of  a  dungeon ;  and  if 
the  land  has  lately  profpered,  it  has  been  owing; 
to  the  goodnefs  of  Providence,  and  the  fti  ong 
efforts  of  Human  Nature  refilling  and  overcoming 
the  malignant  influence  of  a  miferable  admini- 
stration. 

To  refift  this  influence,  which  rules  by  difcord 
and  embroils  by  fyftem,  it  is  vain  to  a£t  as  indi- 
viduals or  as  parties  5 — It  becomes  neceffary  by 
an  union  of  minds,,  and  a  knowledge  of  each 
Other,  to  will  and  to  act.  as  a  nation.  To  know 
each  other  is  to  know  ourfelves — the  weaknefs  of 
one  and  the  ftrength  of  many.  Union,  therefore, 
is  power — it  is  wifdom — it  muft  prove  liberty. 

Our  defign,  therefore,  in  forming  this  Society, 
is  to  give  an  example,  which,  when  well  follow- 
ed, muft  colle6r.  the  public  will,  and  concentrate 
the  public  power,  into  one  folid  mafs  the  effect. ; 
of  which  once  put  in  motion,  muft  be  rapid,  mo- 
jnentous,  and  confequential. 

In  thus  aflbciating  we  have  thought  little  about 
our  anceftors — much  of  our  pofterity.  Are  we 
for  ever  to  walk  like  beafts  of  prey,  over  fields 
which  thefe  anceftors  ftained  with  blood?  In 
looking  back,  we  fee  nothing  on  the  one  part 
but  favage  force  fucceeded  by  favage  policy  j  on 
the  other,  an  unfortunate  nation  "  fcattered  and 
peeled,  meted  out  and  trodden  down !"  We  fee 
a  mutual  intolerance,  and  a  common  carnage  of 
the  firft  moral  emotions  of  the  heart,  which  lead 
us  to  efteem  and  place  confidence  in  our  fellows 
creatures.  We  fee  this,  and  are  filent.  But  we 
gladly  look  forward  to  brighter  profpecls — to  a 
People  united  in  the  fellowfhip  of  freedom — to  a 
Parliament  the  exprefs  image  of  that  People — to> 
a  profperity  eftablifhed  on  civil,  political,  and 
religious  Liberty — to  a  Peace — not  the  gloomy 
and  precarious  ftillnefs  of  men  brooding  over 
A* 
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their  wrongs,  but  that  ftable  Tranquility  which 
reils  on  the  rights  of  human  nature,  and  leans  on 
the  arms  by  which  thefe  rights  are  to  be  main- 
tained. 

Our  principal  rule  of  conduct  has  been,  to  at- 
tend to  thofe  things  in  which  we  agree,  to  ex- 
clude from  our  thoughts  thole  in  which  we  dif- 
fer. We  agree  in  knowing  what  are  our  rights, 
and  in  daring  to  affert  them.  If  the  rights  of 
men  be  duties  to  God,  we  are  in  this  refpe£V.  of 
one  religion.  Our  creed  of  civil  faith  is  the 
lame.  We  agree  in  thinking  that  there  is  not  an 
individual  among  our  millions,  whofe  happinefs 
can  be  eftablifhed  on  any  foundation  fo  rational 
and  fo  folid,  as  on  the  happinefs  of  the  whole 
community — We  agree,  therefore,  in  the  necefiity 
of  giving  political  value  and  ftation  to  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  ;  and  we  think  that  who- 
ever defires  an  amended  Constitution,  without 
including  the  great  body  cf  the  people,  muft  on 
his  own  principles  be  convicled  of  political  per- 
fection, and  political  monopoly.  If  the  pre- 
fent  electors  be  themieives  a  morbid  part  of  our 
conftitution,  where  are  we  to  recur  for  redrefs 
but*  to  the  whole  community?  "  A  more  unjuft 
and  abfurd  conftitution  cannot  be  devifed,  than 
that  which  condemns  the  natives  of  a  country  to 
perpetual  lervitude,  under  the  arbitrary  dominion 
of  ftrangers  and  flaves." 

We  agree  in  thinking,  that  the  firft  and  moft 
indifpenlable  condition  of  the  laws  in  a  free 
ftate,  is  the  aflent  of  thofe  whofe  obedience 
they  require,  and  for  whofe  benefit  only  they 
are  defigned.  Without,  therefore,  an  impartial 
and  adequate  Reprefentation  of  the  community, 
we  agree  in  declaring,  We  can  have  no  confti- 
tution— no  Country — no  Ireland.  Without  this, 
our  late  revolution  we  declare   to  be  fallacious 
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and  Ideal ;  a  thing  much  talked  of,  but  neither 
felt  nor  feen.  The  a6t  of  Irifh  Sovereignty  has 
been  merely  tolled  out  of  the  Englifh  Houfes 
into  the  Cabinet  of  the  Minifterj  and  nothing 
remains  to  the  People,  who  of  right  are  every 
thing,  but  a  iervile  Majefty  and  a  ragged  Inde- 
pendence. 

We  call  mofr.  earneftly  on  every  great  and  good 
Man,  who  at  the  late  aera  fpoke  or  acted  for  his 
Country,  to  coniider  lefs  of  what  was  done  than 
*>f  what  there  remains  to  do.  We  call  upon 
their  fenatorial  wifdom  to  coniider  the  monftrous 
and  immeafurable  diflance  which  ieparates,  in 
this  iiland,  the  ranks  of  focial  life,  makes  labour 
ineffectual,  taxation  unproductive,  and  divides 
the  nation  into  petty  defpotifm  and  public  mife- 
ry.  We  call  upon  their  tutelar  genius,  to  re- 
member, that  government  is  inftituted  to  re- 
medy, not  to  render  more  grievous  the  natural 
inequality  of  mankind,  and  that  unlefs  the  rights 
of  the  whole  community  be  afTerted,  anarchy 
(we  cannot  call  it  government)  muft  continue  to 
prevail,  where  the  llrong  tyrannize,  the  rich  op- 
prefs,  and  the  mafs  are  brayed  in  a  mortar. 
We  call  upon  them,  therefore,  to  build  their  ar- 
guments and  their  actions  on  the  broad  platform 
of  general  good.  -    . 

Let  not  the  rights  of  nature  be  enjoyed  merely  by 
connivance,  and  the  rights  of  conlcience  merely 
by  toleration.  If  you  raife  up  a  prone  people, 
let  it  not  be  merely  to  tneir  knees.  Let  the 
nation  ftand.  Then  will  it  cait  away  the  bad 
habit  of  fervitude,  which  has  brought  with  it' 
indolence,  ignorance,  an  extinction  of  our  fa- 
culties, an  abandonment  of  our  very  nature. 
Then  will  every  right  obtained,  every  franchiie' 
exercifed,  prove  a  letd  of  fobriety,  induftry,  and 
regard  to  character,  and  the  manners  of  the 
A5 
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people  will  be  formed  on  the  model  of  their  free 
conftitution. 

This  rapid  expofition  of  our  principles,  our 
objeft,  and  our  rule  of  conduit,  muft  naturally 
fuggeft  the  wiih  of  multiplying  fimilar  Societies, 
and  the  propriety  of  addrefling  fuch  a  defire  to 
you.  Is  it  neceflary  for  us  to  requeft,  that  you 
will  hold  out  your  Hand,  and  open  your  heart 
to  your  Countrymen,  Townfman,  Neighbour  ? — 
Can  you  form  a  hope  for  political  redemption, 
and  by  political  penalties,  or  civil  excommuni- 
cations, withhold  the  Rights  of  Nature  from 
your  Brother?  We  befeech  you  to  rally  all  the 
Friends  of  Liberty  within  your  circle  round  a 
Society  of  this  kind  as  a  centre.  Draw  together 
your  belt  and  braveft  thoughts,  your  bell  and 
braveft  men.  You  will  experience,  as  we  have 
done,  that  thefe  Points  of  Union  will  quickly 
attract  numbers,  while  the  affemblage  of  fuch 
Societies,  afting  in  concert,  moving  as  one  body, 
with  one  impulfe  and  one  direction,  will,  in  no 
Jong  time,  become  not  parts  of  the  nation,  but 
the  nation  itfelf  j  fpeaking  with  its  voice,  ex- 
prefling  its  will,  refiftlefs  in  its  power.  We 
again  entreat  you  to  look  around  for  Men  fit  to 
form  thofe  liable  Supports  on  which  Ireland  may 
reft  the  Lever  of  Liberty.  If  there  be  but  Ten, 
take  thofe  Ten.  If  there  be  but  Two,  take 
thofe  Two,  and  truft  with  confidence  to  the  fin- 
cerity  of  your  intention,  the  juftice  of  your  cauie, 
and  the  fupport  of  your  Country. 

Two  objects  intereft  the  Nation — A  Plan  of 
Reprefentation — and  the  means  of  accompliur  r,;v 
it.- — Thefe  focieties  will  be  a  moit  powei  iul 
means.  But  a  popular  Plan  would  itfelf  be  t 
means  for  its  own  accomplifhment.  We  have* 
therefore,  to  requeft,  that  you  will  favour  us 
with  your  ideas  reflecting  the   Plan  which  ag- 
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pears  to  you  moil  eligible  and  practicable,  on  the 
prefent  more  enlarged  and  liberal  principles  which 
actuate  the  People  j  at  the  fame  time  giving 
your  fentiments  upon  our  National  Coalition,  on 
the  means  of  promoting  it,  and  on  the  political 
ftate  and  difpofition  of  the  county  or  town  where 
you  refide.  We  know  what  refiftance  will  be 
made  to  your  patriotic  efforts  by  thofe  who  tri- 
umph in  the  difunion  and  degradation  of  their 
Country.  The  greater  the  neceffity  for  reform, 
the  greater  probably  will  be  the  refiftance.  We 
know  that  there  is  much  fpirit  that  requires  being 
brought  into  mafs,  as  well  as  much  mafly  body 
that  muft  be  refined  into  fpirit.  We  have  many 
enemies,  and  no  enemy  is  contemptible.  We 
do  not  defpife  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  the 
Liberty  and  the  Peace  of  Ireland,  but  we  are  not 
of  a  nature,  nor  have  we  encouraged  the  habit 
of  fearing  any  Man,  or  any  Body  of  Men,  in 
an  honeft  and  honourable  caufe.  In  great  un- 
dertakings like  the  prefent,  we  declare  that  we 
have  found  it  always  more  difficult  to  attempt, 
than  to  accomplifh.  The  people  of  Ireland  muft 
perform  all  that  they  wifh,  if  they  attempt  all 
that  they  can. 

Signed  by  Order, 

JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY,  Sec 

%  <whom  Letters  en  thisfubjeft  are  to  be  addrejfed 
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Fehruary  4£,   1791. 

SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 
DUBLIN. 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN, 
Efq.  in  the  Chair', 

(The  Hon  .  Simon  Butler  having  been,  from  mo- 
tives of  perfonal  delicacy,  requefled  to  leave  it.) 

RESOLVED  UNANIMOUSLY, 

I.  X  HAT  the  exercife  of  undefined  privi- 
lege is  as  dangerous  to  the  Liberty  of  the  Sub- 
ject, as  the  exercife  of  unlimited  prerogative 
and  equally  unrecognized  by  the  true  fpirit  of 
the  Laws  and  Conftitution. 

II.  That  having  aflbciated  for  the  attainment 
of  great  national  objects,  and  to  promote 
union  among  Irifhmen  of  all  religious  per- 
iuafions,  this  Society  is  entitled  to  the  re- 
fpecl,  which  objecls  of  fuch  importance  na- 
turally claim. 

III.  T.i at  an  infolcnt  menace  having  been 
publicly  thrown  our,  refpecling  this  Society, 
We  think  it  incumbent  on  us  to  declare  that 
we  do  not  fhnnk  from,  bur.  anxiouily  deiire 
to  meet  eny  conftitutional  inquiry  into  cur 
principles  and  conduit  j  and  reserving  ior 
that  cccafjon  the  unification  of  our  a&ions, 
we  refign  to  merited  contempt,  ihe  fcorn  of 
ofl.iol  jlation,    or  the   feoff  of   untrincifled 

rvejM.ilj. 
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IV.  That  Five  Thoufand  Copies  of  our  De- 
claration and    Circular  Letter,    with  thefit 
Refolutions,   be  printed  and  diftributed  by 
our  Committee  of  Correfpondence. 

By  order  of  the  Society, 

THEO.  WOLFE  TONE,  Pro.  Sec. 


to  the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 
in  BELFAST. 

1  ROMPTEDby  Duty  as  well  as  Inclination 
to  make  always  an  early  Anf'wer  to  your  Letters, 
our  Delay  in  the  prefent  Initance  was  at  firlt  occa- 
fioned  by  trivial  Circumftances,  made  important 
merely  by  their  Number,  but  Utterly  has  been 
owing  to  a  fimple  and  a  ierious  Caufe. — The 
compelled  Abfence  of  our  Secretary  Mr.  NAPPER 
TANDY,  a  Man  who  with  an  erect  Mind,  and 
an  honeft  Heart,  has  during  a  long  courfe  of 
Years,  ftem1d  the  torrent  of  corruption,  in  the 
midft  of  a  corrupt  City  j  who  at  the  Rifle  even 
of  his  Popularity  the  ible  Reward  of  a  Life 
fpent  in  the  public  fervice,  entered  with  Ardour 
int )  your  fcheme  of  coalefcing  all  religious  Per- 
flations in  the  Unity  of  a  common  Caufe;  and 
who,  if  he  now  fuffers,  has  the  Coniblation  to 
thmk.  that  he  fuffers  in  common  with  Magna 
Ch'arta.  The  fundamental  Principles  of  the 
Conftitution  are  violated  in  his  Perfon  :  the  per- 
gonal Liberty  of  the  Subject,  is  laid  pro  {Irate  at 
the  Mercy  of  a  Eefolution  of  one  branch  of  Le- 
gislature, the  priva  lex  becomes  equivalent  to  an 
act  of  -Legiflation  :    Proclamation   foreruns   law, 
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anticipates  its  Judgment  and  Magna  Charta  i* 
thus  crucified  between  the  two  thieves  of  the  Com- 
mon  Right,    Privilege   on   the   one    hand,    and 
Prerogative  on  the  other.    While  we  are  thinking 
of  Elective  Franchife    and   Political  Power,    let 
us  take  heed  that  we  are  not  lofing  even   civil 
Liberty,  and  that  a  cuftom  of  Parliament  does 
not  operate  as  a  real  Lettre  de  Cachet,   againft 
Perfonal   Security    and    freedom.     Whether  the 
Jurifdi6tion  which  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  has 
over  its  own  members,  or  the  privileges  which, 
fhields  them  from  the  abufeof  Prerogative,  mould 
be  converted  into  an  omnipotent  inftrument  of 
minifterial  Vengeance  againft  the  people,  Stretch- 
ing its  Arm  acrofs  the  Nation,  and  fufpending 
the  natural  Procefs  of  Law,   (all  Crimes  being 
cognizable  in  their  proper  Courts)  whether  fuch 
a  power  not  founded  on  any  Principle,  not  de- 
fined by  any  rule,  and  juftified'only  by  occafional 
practice,  be  confident  with  the  Liberty  of  the 
Nation,  the  facred  trial  by  jury,  the  law  of  the 
land,  judge  ye  !    We  mail  only  afk  what  is  ty- 
ranny but  the  oppreffive  and  injurious  exertion  of 
unconstitutional  and  indefinite  Authority,  where 
they  who  do  InjurKce  commit  it  with  Impunity, 
and  he  who  Suffers  it,  is  without  Redrefs,  however 
^nnocent  he  may  be,*.- however  Meritorious.     We 
join  with  you  in  thinking  that  the  reciprocal  Ad- 
niiffion  of  Members  Subject  to  the  Regulations 
you  mention  would  ferve  to  draw  the  bonds  of 
political  Brotherhood  more  clolely  between   our 
Societies,  and  the   adoption  of  fuch  a  Seal  as  you 
have  delcribed     has     the  Stamp,  of    our    appro- 
bation. 

February  z8//',   1792.. 
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Friday^  March  30,   1792, 

SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN. 

The  Hon.  SIMON  BUTLER  in  the  Chair, 

The  following  Letter  was  read  from  the  Chair. 

MY   DEAR    SIR, 


X  HAVE  to  requeft  that  you  will  be  Co  good 
as  to  lay  the  following  Circumftances  before  the. 
Society  of  United  Irilhmen,  as  the  Caufe  of  my 
Abfence  from  that  moft  refpeclable  Body: 

On  the  2fcd  Day  of  Feb.  laft,  a  Complaint 
having  been  made  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by 
ene  of  its  Members,  of  a  Breach  of  Privilege 
committed  by  me,  the  Houfe,  without  funi- 
moning  me  to  anfwer  the  Complaint,  ordered 
that  I  mould  be  immediately  taken  into  Cuftody 
of  the  Serjeant  af  Arms,  and  brought  forthwith 
to  the  Bar  of  the  Houfe.  The  Serjeant  at  Arms 
informed  the  Houfe,  that  he  had  difpatched  three 
of  the  MefTengers  attending  the  Houfe  to  execute 
the  Order  for  taking  me  into  his  Cuftody  ;  one 
of  whom  being  brought  to  the  Bar,  informed. 
the  Houfe,  that  he  went  to  the  Houfe  of  Mr. 
James  Tandy,  in  Chancery-lane,  where  he  ar- 
refted'me,  and  mewed  me  the  Warrant  and,  his 
Authoritv  5  that  I  went  into  a  Parlour,  as  if 
for  my  Hat,  but  fhut  the  Door,  and  made  my 
Eicape,  as  he  fuppofed,  ,  through  a  Window. 
The  houfe  then  relbived,  that  I,  having  been 
arrefted  by  a  Warrant  from  Mr.  Speaker,  ififued 
bv  the  Order  of  the  Houfe,  and  having  made  my 
L^-ip';  iioia  i-he  Qilker  at  the  Houfe  who  arretted 
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me,  was  guilty  of  a  grofs  Violation  of  the  Pri* 
vileges  of  the  Houfe,  and  refolved,  that  an  hum- 
ble Addrefs  be  prefented  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
that  he  would   be  gracioufly   pleafed  to   direct, 
that  a  Proclamation  might  iffue  for  apprehending 
me,  with  a  Promife  of  Reward  for  the  fame,  and 
that  faid  Addrefs  be  forthwith  prefented  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  by  fuch  Members  of  the  Houfe 
as  were  of  his  Majefty's  Moft  Hon.  Privy  Coun- 
cil.    The  Addrefs  having  been  accordingly  pre- 
fented by  the  Houfe  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  a 
Proclamation  was  inftantly   iffued  by  the  Lord 
Lieutenant   and   Council   for   apprehending   me, 
with  a  Promife  of  Reward  for  the  fame.     The 
Proclamation   recites   the   Information   given   to 
the  Houfe  by  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  and  MefTen- 
ger,  and  the  Refoluticn  of  the  Houfe,  fubfequent 
to  the  fame,  but  does  not  fet  forth  the  original 
Complaint,    or   the  immediate  Order   in  Conle- 
quence    thereof;    but   directs    the    Perfon  who 
Ihould  apprehend  me,  to  carry  me  before  fome  of 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace,   or  Chief  Magiftrates 
of  the  County,  Town,  or  Place  where  I  mould 
be   apprehended,    who   are    refpectively   required 
to  fecure  me,  and  thereof  given  fpeedy  Notice  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms 
attending  the  faid  Houfe,    and  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Council,  to   the  End  that  I  might  be  forth- 
coming to  be  dealt  with  or  proceeded  again  ft   ac- 
cording to  Law ;  and  for  Prevention  of  my  Efcape 
into  Parts  beyond  Seas,  it  commands  all  Officers 
of  the  CuftoiDs,  and  other  Officers  and  Subjects, 
of    and    in   the   refpective   Ports    and   maratime 
Towns  and  Places  within  the  Kingdom,  to  be 
careful   and  diligent  in  the  Examination  of   all 
Perfons  that  mall  pafs  or  endeavour  to  pais  be- 
yond the  Seas  ;   and  it  alfo  flricUy  commands  ail 
perfons,  as  they  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their 
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Perils,  not  any  ways  to  conceal,  but  to  difcover. 
me,  to  the  End  that  I  may  be  fecured. 
I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 
Dear  Sir, 
Very  truly  and  fincerely  yours, 

March  JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY. 

26,  1792. 

P.  S.  Ienclofe  you  the  Proclamation  and  Votes. 

To  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler,  Prejldent 
Society  of  United  Irijhmen. 


The  foregoing  Letter  was  ordered  to  be  enter- 
ed on  the  Journals  of  the  Society. 


F,esolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Power 
affumed  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  order  the 
Serjeant  at  Arms  to  take  into  Cuftody  a  Subject 
of  this  Realm,  not  a  member  of  that  Houfe, 
upon  a  Complaint  made  by  one  of  its  Members 
of  a  Breach  of  Privilege,  without  fummoning 
the  Party  complained  of,  to  anfwer  the  Com- 
plaint, is  unwarranted  by  the  Laws  of  the  Land. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Procla- 
mation ifTued  in  this  Cafe  is  not  warranted  by  Law. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  Liberty 
of  the  Subject  is  violated  in  the  Perfon  of  Mr. 
Tandy,  that  his  Caufe  muft  now  be  confidered 
as  that  of  the  Public,  and  brought  forward  to 
receive  a  judicial  Decifion. 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  a  Committee 
of  Secrecy  be  appointed  to  carry  the  laft  mentioned 
Refolution  into  Effect,  and  impowcred  to  draw 
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upon  the  Treafurer  for  fuch  Sums  as  it  may  re- 
quire for  that  Purpofe. 

Signed  by  Order, 
THEO.  WOLFE  TONE,  Pro.  Sec. 


September  14th.  179s. 
SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 

DUBLIN. 
The  Hon.  SIMON  BUTLER  in  the  Chair, 

THE   FOLLOWING 

ADDRESS 

WAS  UNANIMOUSLY   AGREED  TO  FROM  THIS  SOCIETY 

TO  THE  NATION. 


W. 


E  ohferve  with  concern  and  indignation 
the  infidious  means  employed  to  ftifte  the  Ca- 
tholic Voice  in  its  humble  reprefentation  of  the 
Grievances  which  afflift  the  people,  and  of  the 
Remedy  fpecified  to  redrefs  them.  We  lament 
that  men  of  any  pretenfions  to  common  fenfe  and 
public  fpirit  mould  have  been  blindly  feduced 
into  the  publication  of  the  moft  flagrant  abfur- 
dities,  calumnies,  and  libels,  againft  the  moft 
opprefTed,  patient,  and  numerous  defcription  of 
our  Fellow  Citizens.  That  fuch  publications 
fhould  have  iffued  from  the  Grand- Jury-Room 
cannot  be  matter  of  furprize.  Since  the  nomi- 
nation of  Sheriffs  has  been  transferred  from  th$ 
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people  to  the  Crown,  Grand  Juries,  which  are- 
returnable  by  thefe  officers,  have  loft  their  ori- 
ginal character  of  Independence,  and  are  now 
notoriously  fubordinate  to  Ariftocratic  Intrigue 
and  Minifterial  Corruption.  As  therefore  thefe 
ancient  bodies,  which  Should  be  the  facred  Or- 
gans of  Truth,  as  well  as  the  Guardians  of  the 
Constitution,  have  in  this  inftance  degenerated 
into  inftruments  of  prejudice  and  civil  distention, 
we  feel  it  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  public  juftice 
as  well  as  to  our  country,  to  appeal  from  the  un- 
juft  fentence  of  a  few  influenced  men  to  the  Tri- 
bunal of  a  rational  Nation. 

It  appears  that  a  fmall  difperfed  number  of  In- 
dividuals of  the  Catholic  perfuafion,  without  au-» 
thority  from  the  body  at  large,  were,  in  the 
courfe  of  laft  Seffion,  cajoled  into  the  meafure  of 
prefenting  an  eleemofynary  Addrefs  to  Govern- 
ment, and  this  was  craftily  made  the  vehicle  of 
fome  obfcure  and  ill-founded  cenfure  upon  the 
conftitutional  conduct  of  the  Catholic  Committee, 
The  embarraflment  occasioned  by  this  ftale  ar-: 
tifice  determined  the  Committee  to  obtain-  an 
unequivocal  expreflion  of  the  Catholic  fentiment ; 
and  with  this  view  they  printed,  published,  and 
circulated  throughout  Ireland  feveral  thoufand 
copies  of  a  Letter,  Submitting  to  the  Catholic 
people  a  Plan  for  electing  Delegates  to  the  Ge- 
neral Committee :  a  Plan  at  once  the  moft  Simple, 
orderly,  and  the  bell  calculated  for  framing  an 
unquestionable  organ  of  public  opinion.  The 
Letter  folicits  the  attendance  of  Delegates  ap- 
pointed for  the  exprefs  purpofe  and  with  the  ex- 
prefs  instruction  or  imploring  and  suppli- 
cating from  the  Legislature  and  the  Sovereign 
a  participation  in  the  Elective  Franchife  and  the 
benefit  of  the  Trial  by  Jury. — It  is  worthy  of 
remark,   that  this  Letter  is  utterly  fdent  upon; 
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the  ground  of  conftitutional  right,  and  never 
ftates  this  application  as  intended  to  be  made 
upon  any  other  principle  than  as  a  neceffary 
means  of  fecuring  to  the  Catholics  an  equal  ac- 
cefs  to  Leafehold  Property  and  a  fair  Diftribution. 
of  Juftice.—  Upon  this  proceeding,  fo  fimple, 
and  fo  obvioufly  conformable  to  the  fundamental, 
principles  of  Law  and  Conftitution,  Pettifogging 
Chicane,  fitting  in  council  with  Bigotry  and 
Nonfenfe,  having  ingenioujly  difcovered  that  the 
Letter  was  circulated  with  great  fecrecy,  pro- 
nounces the  publication  to  be  of  a  mofl  dange- 
rous, feditious,  and  inflammatory  tendency-— 
the  phantom  of  a  Popifh  Congrefs  is  raifed— the 
icare-crow  image  of  a  French  National  AfTembly 
is  conjured  up — the  vifion  of  a  Gun-powder  plot 
appears — and  the  fuppliant  Committee  of  an  en- 
flaved  people  is  identified  with  Sovereign  Legif- 
lative  Bodies. 

We  fay  "  enslaved",  for  it  will  not  be  denied 
that  a  people  are  enflaved,  who  being  excluded 
from  all  mare  in  the  Legiflature  of  their  coun- 
try, are  neverthelefs  fubjecl  to  Laws  and  Taxes 
impofed  on  them  without  their  confent. — "  Law 
to  bind  all  muft  be  affented  to  by  all." — It  is 
not  in  a  fyftem  of  extirpation  by  penal  laws — 
it  is  in  the  free  agency  of  the  people  that  we 
are  to  feek  for  the  true  and  permanent  principle 
of  a  free  and  profperous  government. — The  man 
who  fays  that  a  political  conftitution  can  be  up- 
held by  penal  laws,  may  fay  that  the  human 
conftitution  can  be  nourimed  by  the  ufe  of  flow 
poifon. 

Where  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  fo  large  a  mafs 
exercifes  the  Elective  Franchife,  and  a  decided 
majority  of  that  fmall  portion  forms  the  noto- 
rious property  of  a  venal  Ariftocracy,  we  cos- 
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fider  the  Elective  Body  of  the  people  as  nothing 
more  than  the  lemblance  of  a  larger  Species  of 
Corporation. — Hence,  that  political  Ignorance, 
that  felfifh  fpirit  of  monopoly,  that  jealous  hofti- 
lity  to  the  general  happinefs,  which  muft  ever 
characlerife  thefe  avaricious  retailers  of  freedom, 
have  alfo  infected  a  great  number  of  the  Elective 
Body  of  the  nation. 

Hirelings,    whom  we  have   at  all  prices,    cry 

out,  THAT  THE  CATHOLICS  PREFER  THEIR 
COMPLAINTS    IN    A    STILE     OF    DEMAND. Such 

language  could  not  have  been  uttered  in  a  free 
land  j  it  is  the  infolent  dictation  of  defpotilm  j 
its  authors  may  wifh  for  fellow  fives,  but  we 
wilh  for  fellow  citizens.  The  Catholics  have 
ever  addieffed  the  Legiflature  with  due  refptct ; 
their  fubmiflive  conduct  is  unqueftionable  :  but 
in  our  mind  they  only  fliew  themfelves  wor- 
thy of  their  rights,  when  they  reclaim  them. 

Is  it  meant  to  deny  them  the  right  of  petiti- 
oning ? —  To  queilicn  their  right  of  meeting 
peaceably  for  that  purpofe  amounts  to  fuch  a 
denia'.  This  would  be  a  falfe  as  well  as  a  mo  ft 
miichievons  doctrine ;  for  it  would  neceflarily 
throw  the  fubject  upon  the  alternative  of  vio- 
lence.— He  muft  either  fufFer  or  refill  j — and  of 
courfe  he  muft  filently  fink  under  Dsfpotifm  or 
break  out  into  Anarchy.— When  the  Innocent 
are  punimed  by  law,  the  feveriry  of  Negro-fer- 
vitude  alone  could  preclude  them  from  the  right 
of  petitioning. 

If  the  charges  made  again  ft  the  Catholic  Com- 
mittee were  founded  in  truth,.  Grand  Juries, 
under  the  obligations  of  their  oath  and  public 
ftation,  fhcu'.d  have prefented  fhem- — iffelfe,  then 
have  grand  Grand  jurica  been  gu;ky  of  defama- 
tory libel*. 


(     22     ) 

What  fecurity  do  we  require  of  our  Catholic 
brethren  ? — Political  miftruft  has  not  yet  devifed 
a  teft,  which  they  have  not  cheerfully  taken. 
They  difclaim  all  thofe  abominable  principles 
inconfiftent  with  good  government  which  have 
been  falfely  imputed  to  them  by  thofe  whofe  mo- 
nopoly was  fuftained  by  the  divifions  of  their 
country.  They  avow  their  fupport  of  the  church 
eftablifhment.  They  are  even  willing  to  wor- 
ship that  new  born  Chimera,  "  The  Proteftant 
Afcendency,"  provided  the  jealous  Idol  may  be  ap- 
peafed  without  the  facrifice  of  the  Elective  Fran- 
chife  and  the  Trial  by  Jury.  Popery  is  no  longer 
to  be  met  with,  but  in  the  ftatute  book.  The 
Catholics  ftand  before  us  as  political  Pro- 
testants, for  they  proteft  againft  the  errors  of 
the  State,  and  endeavour  to  eftablifh  the  refor- 
mation of  the  Conftitution. 

Will  the  men  who  fuborn  this  upftart  zeal  for 
the  integrity  of  the  Conftitution,  fubmit  their 
labours  for  its  prefervation  during  fome  years  pare 
to  a  candid  and  critical  examination  ?— -Short  i9 
the  catalogue  of  their  fervices — what  has  figna- 
lized  their  political  career  ?  What,  but  an  uni- 
form exertion  to  ftifle  ail  efforts  for  the  eftablifh- 
ment of  Irifh  freedom. — Indignant  at  the  odious 
review,  and  the  treacherous  confiftency  of  their 
prefent  conduct.,  we  gladly  turn  away  to  acknow- 
ledge with  pride,  that  the  virtuous  founder  of 
the  Revolution  of  1782  is  alfo  the  leader  in  the 
great  patriotic  work  of  this  day. 

As  for  our  part,  afTociated  for  the  attainment 
of  univerfal  emancipation  ai)d  reprefentative  Le- 
giflature,  we  cannot  feparate  our  duty  to  our 
country  from  our  duty  to  our  countrymen.  The 
grievances  they  fuffer  are  the  grievances  of  the 
nation  j  the  relief  they  folicit  is  the  relief  of  the 
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nation  j  and  as  the  only  true  policy  of  dates  as 
well  as  of  individuals  is  Juftice,  we  cherifti  the 
grateful  hope  that  the  rifing  fpirit  of  Union  in  a 
liberal  age  is  the  harbinger  of  its  triumph. 

Signed  by  Order, 

THOMAS  WRIGHT,  See. 


UNITED  IRISHMEN  of  DUBLIN. 
The  Bon.  SIMON  BUTLER  in  the  Chair. 


1  HE  Society  of  United  Irishmen  in 
Dublin.  Addrefs  the  Friends  of  the  People 
at  London.  Impreffed  with  the  refemblance  in 
the  title,  nature  and  deftination  of  their  refpec~Uve 
institutions ;  and  acling  under  that  fraternity  of  feel- 
ing, which  fuch  a  co-infidence  naturally  infpires. 
The  title  which  you  bear  is  a  glorious  one,  and 
we  too  are  Friends  of  the  People.  If  we  be 
afked  "  who  are  the  People?"  we  turn  not  our 
eyes  here  and  there,  to  this  party,  or  to  that 
perfuafion,  and  cry,  "  Lo !  the  people  j  but  we 
look  around  us  withoxit  partiality  or  predilection, 
and  we  anfwer,  the  multitude  of  human  beings, 
the  living  mafs  of  humanity  affociated  to  exilt, 
to  fubfift,  and  to  be  happy.  In  them  and  them 
only  we  find  the  original  of  focial  authority,  the 
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meafure  of  political  value,    and  the  pedeflal  of 
legitimate  power. 

As  friends  of  the  People,  upholding  their 
rights,  and  deploring  their  fufferings,  the  great 
object  of  this  Society  is  a  real  reprefentation  of 
the  Irifli  Nation  in  an  Irifh  Parliament;  and 
as  friends  of  the  whole  people,  we  fupport  the 
neceffity  of  Catholic  emancipation  as  a  meant 
of  making  reprefentation  what  it  ought  to  be, 
Free,  Equal,  and  Entire.  If  the  people  of  one 
country  be  not  obliged  to  obey  the  laws  of  an- 
other, on  the  fame  principle  when  the  people  re- 
iident  in  a  country,  have  no  fort  of  influence 
over  the  legiflature,  that  legiflature  will  receive 
rather  a  difcretional  acquiefcence  than  legitimate 
obedience  ;  and  as  this  difcretional  ftate  is  dan- 
gerous, becaufe  precarious,  a  change  becomes 
jieceflary  for  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  na- 
tion, violence  being  the  laft  meafure  to  which  ra- 
tional beings  will  refort. 

The  prefent  ftate  of  Ireland  with  regard  to 
Population  is  upwards  of  four  millions,  three  of 
which  are  of  the  Catholic  Religion ;  and  with 
regard  to  Political  freedom. 

i.  The  State  of  Protejlant  reprefentation  is  as 
follows:  17  Boroughs  have  no  refident  elector j 
16  have  but  one;  16  have  from  2  to  5  ;  90  have 
13  electors  each ;  90  perfons  return  for  106  venal 
boroughs,  that  is  212  members  out  of  300,  the 
whole  number.  54.  Members  are  returned  by 
five  noblemen  and  four  bifhops,  and  borough  in- 
fluence has  given  landlords  fuch  power  in  the 
counties  as  makes  them  boroughs  alfo— 53  peers 
nominates  124.  Members,  and  influence  10,  fo 
that  228  are  returned  by  105  Individuals,  leav- 
ing only  72  out  of  300  to  the  free  election  of  the 
people.  One  Lord  who  nominates  4  Members* 
is  not  a  Peer  of  Ireland,  and  eleven  Lords  who 
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are  Irifh  Peers,  are  abfentees,  and  fpend  their  for- 
tunes out  of  the  realm  j  to  the  reprefentation  of 
which  they  fend  their  commands  and  are  obeyed, 
notwithstanding  two  folemn  votes  of  the  Com- 
mons againft  this  high  infringement  of  their  Li- 
berties and  Privileges.  In  fhort,  reprefentation, 
which  in  its  nature  is  only  a  depofit,  has  been 
converted  into  a  property,  and  that  conftitution 
which  is  founded  on  equal  liberty,  and  which, 
declares  that  no  tax  mail  be  levied  without  the 
■'  good  will"  of  the  people,  is  totally  perverted 
in  its  principles  and  corrupted  in  its  practice  ; 
yet  the  majefty  of  the  people  is  ftill  quoted  with 
affected  veneration ;  and  if  the  crown  be  often- 
fibly  placed  on  a  part  of  the  Proteftant  portion, 
it  is  placed  in  mockery,  for  it  is  encircled  with 
thorns. 

2.  With  regard  to  the  Catholics ,  the  following 
is  the  fimple  and  forrowful  fact  :  Three  millions, 
every  one  of  whom  has  an  intereft  in  the  ftate, 
and  collectively  give  it  its  value,  are  taxed  without 
being  reprelented,  and  bound  by  laws  to  which 
they  have  not  given  confent.  They  now  require 
a  mare,  of  political  liberty,  in  the  participation 
of  the  Elective  Franchife,  and  of  civil  liberty  in 
the  privilege  of  ferving  on  Grand  Juries.  There 
can  be  no  civil  without  political  liberty,  and  in 
requiring  the  right  of  fuffrage  they  in  reality  de- 
mand only  a  fafeguard  for  their  religion,  their 
property  and  their  lives. 

The  code  of  penal  Laws  againft  the  Catholics 
reduced  oppreflion  into  a  fyftem  :  The  action  and 
preffure  of  this  fyftem  continually  accumulating 
without  any  re-action  on  the  part  of  the  fufferers, 
funk  in  the  lethargy  of  fervitude,  have  confirmed 
the  governing  portion  of  the  people  in  a  habit 
of  domination.  This  Habit,  mixing  with  the 
antipathies  of  paft  times,  «nd  the  irritations  of 
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the  moment-,  has-  impreffed  a  ftrange  perfuafion> 
that  the  rights  of  the  plurality  are  Proteftant  pro- 
perty, and  that  the  birth-right  of  millions,  born? 
and  to  be  born,  continue  the  fpoils  of  war  and 
booty  of  conqueft.  The  perverfion  of  the  un- 
derftanding  perverts  the  heart,  and  this  Protef- 
tant afcendancy,  as  it  calls  itf  If,  uniting  power 
with  pafRon,  and  hatingthe  Catholics  becaufe  it 
has  injured  them,  on  a  bare  inquifitorialfufpicionr 
^nfufficient  to  criminate  an  individual,  would 
erafe  a  whole  people  from  the  roll  of  citizenfhip,. 
and  for  the  fins  (if  they  were  fins)  of  remote 
anceftors  would  attaint  their  rt;tnoteft  pofterity. 
We  have  read,  and  read  with  horror,  that  Louis 
nth,  ordered  the  children  to  be  placed  under  the 
fcaffold  where  the  father  was  beheaded,  that  they 
might  be  fprinkled  with  his  blood. 

Is  it,  we  think,  by  this  unequal  diftribution 
of  popular  privilege,  that  its  very  nature  has, 
in  this  kingdom,  been  corrupted,  and  from  the 
moment  that  equality  of  lights  was  overturned, 
and  general  liberty  became  particular  power,  the 
public  mind  has  been  fplit  into  a  conflict  or  fac- 
tions. General  diilnbution  of  the  tlrfave  fran- 
chife  would  make  corruption  impracticable,  but 
when  common  right  becomes  the  property  of 
perfon,  party  or  perfuafion,  it  acquires  a  value 
equally  unnatural  and  unconftitutionalj  is  bought 
and  fold ;  nfes  or  falls,  like  any  marketable 
commodity.  The  deprivation  of  the  elective 
franchife,  on  the  one  hand,  robs  a  great  majority 
of  the  nation  of  an  invaluable  bltfling  ;  and  ns 
accumulation  in  the  hands  of  the.  Proteftant  por- 
tion, operates  on  that  very  portion  as  a  curfe. 
The  right  of  all,  heaped  up  and  hoarded  by  the 
few,  becomes  a  public  pelt,  and  the  nutriment 
of  the  conftitution  is  chang«d  into  its  poifon. 
The    iniquitous    nronopoly  rots    in  boroughs  § 
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fjrreads  its  contagion  through  counties ;  taint* 
morals  and  manners ;  makes  elections  mere  fair* 
for  the  traffic  of  franchife  and  the  fale  of  men  i 
in  place  of  that  nationality  of  mind  which  fpreads 
its  parental  embrace  around  a  whole  people,  fub- 
ftitutes  the  envious,  excluding  fpint  of  felfifli 
corporations}  and  fwelling,  at  length,  into  mon- 
ftrous  and  gigantic  afcendancy,  holds  forth  a 
hundred  thoufand  hands  to  bribe  and  betray, 
and  tramples  with  a  hundred  thcufand  feet  on 
thofe  miferable  millions  who  have  loft  their  only 
guarantee  againft  injuftice  and  oppreffion. 

Inftru&ed  by  the  Genius  of  the  Confutation, 
and  the  genuine  Spirit  of  the  Laws ;  inftra£ted, 
of  late,  by  all  that  has  been  fpoken,  or  written, 
or  acted,    or   fuffered  in  the  caufe  of  freedom  j 
inftrudted  by  the  late  revolution  in  America,  by 
the  late  revolution  in  Ireland,  by  the  late  revo- 
in  France}    hearing  of  all   that   has  been  done 
over  the  face  of  the  globe  for  Liberty,  and  feel- 
ing all  that  can  be  fufrered  from  the  want  of  it  5 
reading  the  charter  of  independence  to  Ireland, 
and  iiftening  to  the  fpirit-ftirring  voice  ot   her 
great  deliverer }   actuated,  in   fine,  by  that  im- 
perifhable  fpark  in  the  bofom  of  man  which  the 
iervitude  of  a  century  may  fmother,  but  cannot 
extinguifh,    the  Catholics  of   this   country  have 
been  leffoned  into  liberty,  have  learned   to  know 
their  rights,  to  be  fenfible  of  their  wrongs,  and 
to  detail  by   peaceable   delegation,    their   griev- 
ances,   rather   than    endure    without   obedience. 
"You ! — in    either   kingdoms,    who   reproach   the 
Catholics   of  Ireland  for  afferting  the  rights  of 
nature,    burn   your  hooks,    tear   your   charters, 
break   down   your   fres    prefs,    and   crumble   to 
pieces  thofe  mdulds  which  have  caft  liberty  in  i'o 
iair  a  form,  as  to  make  Catholics  feel  what  Pro- 

Ba 
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teftants  have  felt,  and  join  their  admiration  and 
love  with  thofe  of  a  worshipping  world. 

This  Society  and   many  other  Societies   have 
aflociated  to  create  that  union  of  power,  and  that 
brotherhood  of  affection  among  all  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Ifland,  which  is  the  intereft  as  well 
as  duty  of  all.     We  are  all  Irishmen,  and  our 
object  is  to   unite  the   different   defcriptions   of 
religion  in  the  caufe  of  our  common  country. 
From  the  raoft  oppofite  points  in  the  wide  cir- 
cumference of  religions  we  tend  with  increafing 
velocity  to  the  fame  centre  of   political  union, 
A  reform  in  parliament  preceding  Catholic  en- 
francbifement  would  be  in  its  nature  partial  and 
exclufive,  and  unlefs  a  reform  immediately  fol- 
lows  that  emancipation  (which  it  will  certainly 
do)   the   extenfion   of  elective   franchife,   would 
only  add  to  the  mafs  of  corruption.     The  centre 
of  our  union  is  fixed  and  immoveable.      The 
Prefbyterian  wifhes  for  national  freedom.     The 
Catholic  afpires  to  nothing  more  ;  nor  can  either 
of  them  be  brought  to  believe  that  thofe  varie- 
ties of  religious    faith,    which  may  be  deemed 
the  pleafures  of  the  Creator,  fhould  be  made  the 
engines  of  political  torture  to  any  of  his  crea- 
tures.     Too  long  have  our  people  been  fet  in 
array  of  battle  againft  each  other  j  too  long  have 
the  rancour  and  revenge  of  our  anceftors  been 
left  as  a  legacy  of  blood  to  their  pofterity $  too 
long  has  one  limb  of  the  focial  body  been  tied 
down,    until  it  had  nearly  loft  all  feeling,    life 
and  energy.     It  is  our  wifh,  it  is  our  hope,  to 
give  Ireland  the  full  and  free  pofTeffion  of  both 
her  arms,  her  Catholic  arm  as  well   as  her  Pro- 
teftant  arm,  that  fhe  may  the  better  embrace  her 
Friends  or  grapple  with  her  Foes. 

Such  are  the  principles  and  practice  of  our  In- 
ftitution,  which  having  neither  power  nor  patron- 
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age,  but  merely  the  energy  of  honefty,  has  not 
isnly  been  diftinguifhed  by  the  calumnies  of  thofe 
who  are  born  only  to  bite  the  heel,  and  be  crulhed 
under  foot,  but  has  been  honoured  by  the  oblo- 
quy of  men  who  fill  the  firft  offices  in  the  ftate. 
From  them  we  appeal  to  natural  right,  and  eternal 
juftice,  which  ought  ever  to  be  eftablifhed  without 
<:ompromife  or  refervation.  From  them  we  appeal 
to  thofe  who  call  themfelves  Friends  of  the  People, 
Xook  not  upon  Ireland  with  an  eye  of  indifference. 
The  period  of  Irifh  insignificance  is  paffing  faft 
away.  If  the  nation  ever  appeared  contemptible, 
at  was  becaufe  the  nation  did  not  act.  j  but  no 
iboner  in  the  late  war  was  it  abandoned  by  Go- 
vernment, than  it  rofe  to  diftinftion  as  a  People. 
As  to  any  union  between  the  iflands,  believe  us 
when  we  affert  that  our  union  refts  upon  our  mu- 
tual independence.  We  fhall  love  each  other,  if 
*we  be  left  to  ourfefoes.  It  is  the  union  of  minds 
which  ought  to  bind  thefe  nations  together.  Reci- 
procal interefts  and  mutual  wants  will  ever  fecure 
mutual  affection  ;  but  were  any  other  union  to  be 
forced,  and  force  only  could  eifeft  it,  you  would 
endanger  your  liberties,  and  we  fhould  lofe  our 
rights  j#you  would  feei  the  influence  of  the  crown 
increaie  beyond  all  fufferance,  and  we  mould  lofe 
the  name  and  energies  of  a  people,  with  every  hope 
of  raifmg  to  its  merited  ftation  in  the  map  of  man- 
kind this  noble  and  neglected  Ifland  "  for  which 
Crod  has  done  i'o  much  and  Man  fo  little."    . 

Signed  by  Order, 

THOMAS  WRIGHT,  Secretary 

■JZublin,  Oftober  i6th,  1793, 
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Navember  3,  1794. 

To  WILLIAM  DRENNAN,  M.  D. 
Chairman. 

OF  the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 

in     DUBLIN. 

SIR, 

JtjL  S  Chairman  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin,  I 
am  ordered  to  tranfmit  a  copy  of  their  proceed- 
ings on  Wednefday,  October  3 ill. 

We  truft  you  will  find  in  that  paper4,'  a  juft  re- 
flection of  your  own  principles,  no  lelts  honour- 
able to  yourfelves,  than  advantageous  to  the  true 
anterefts  of  your  Country. 

With  every  fentiment  of  gratitude  for  the  fer- 
vices  which  the  Catholic  caufe  has  received  at 
your  hands,  we  are  Sir,  your  moil  obliged  and 
obedient  fervants, 

By  order  of  the  Meeting, 

THOMAS  BRAUGHAL,  Chairman. 
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08cber  31,  17^; 
CATHOLIC  MEETING  of  DUBLIN. 


RESOLVED 


T. 


HAT  we  embrace  this  opportunity  to  re- 
peat our  Thanks  to  the  illuftrious  Characters  in 
both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  who  have  nobly  flood 
forward  in  fupport  of  Catholic  Emancipation, 
and  the  Right  of  the  Subject  to  Petition  for  Re- 
drefs  of  Grievances. 

That  our  warmeft  Gratitude  is  due  and  hereby 
refpe&fully  offered  to  our  countrymen,  the  Citi- 
zens of  Belfaft,  for  the  uniform  and  manly  ex- 
ertions which  they  have  on  all  occafions  made 
in  fupport  of  our  caufe,  and  for  the  example  of* 
liberality  and  genuine  public  fpirit  which  they 
have  thereby  fhewn  to  the  kingdom  at  large. 

That  our  fincere  Thanks  are  likewife  due  to 
the  different  Volunteer  Corps  lately  reviewed  in 
Uliter,  to»  the  Societies  of  United  Irifhmen  of 
Dublin  and  Belfaft,  to  the  Proteflant  Freeholders 
of  Cork,  the  different  Gentlemen  who  at  Grand 
Juiiesand  County  Meetings  have  fupported  our 
Caufe,  and  to  all  others  among  our  Proteflant 
Brethren,  who  have  manifefted  a  wifh  for  our 
Emancipation;  and  we  truft  we  fhall  evince  by 
our  conduct.,  that  we  are  not  infenfible  nor  un- 
woithy  of  the  kindnefs  which  they  have  fhewn 
us. 

That  our  Chairman  be  ordered  to  tranfmit 
Copies  of  this  Day's  proceedings  to  the  Chair- 
m.  n  cf  the  Town  -Meeting  of  Belfait,  the  Chair- 
nun  of   the  different  Societies  cf  United  Irifh- 
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men,  the  different  Reviewing  Officers  in  Ulfter* 
and  the  other  diftinguifhed  Characters  who  have 
intereft  themfelves  in  the  Caufe  of  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation. 

By  Order  of  the  Meeting 
SIMON  Mc.  GUIRE,  Secretary. 


Nevemher  13,   1 792. 

ADDRESS  from  the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED 
IRISHEN  in  DUBLIN,  to  the  DELE- 
GATES for  promoting  a  REFORM  in 
SCOTLAND. 

.       WILLIAM  DRENNAN,    Chairman. 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  Sec. 


w 


E  take  the  liberty  of  addrefling  you,  in  the 
fpirit  of  civil  union,  in  the  fel-owfhip  of  a  jure  and 
a  common  caufe.  We  greatly  rejoice  that  the 
fpirit  of  freedom  moves  over  the  face  of  Scotland  ; 
that  light  feems  to  break  from  the  chaos  of  her 
internal  government  5  and  that  a  country  fo  veipect- 
able  for  her  attainments  in  fcience,  in  arts,  and 
in  arms;  for  men  or  literary  eminence  5  for  the 
intelligence  and  morality  of  her  people,  now  acts 
from  a  conviction  of  the  union  between  virtue, 
fetters,  and  liberty  :  and,  now  rifes  todiftinclion, 
not  by  a  calm,  contented,  fecret  wifh  for  a  Re- 
form in  Parliament,  but  by  openly,  actively,  and 
Urgently  wittb/g  it,  with  the  unity  and  energy  of 
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an  embodied  nation.  We  rejoice  that  you  do  not 
confider  yourfelves  as  merged  and  melted  down 
into  another  country,  but  that  in  this  great  nati- 
onal queftion,  you  are  ftill — Scotland — the  land 
where  Buchanan  wrote,  and  Fletcher  fpoke,  and 
Wallace  fought. 

Away  from  us  and  from  our  children  thofe  puerile 
antipathies  fo  unworthy  of  the  manhood  of  nati- 
ons, which  infulate  individuals  as  well  as  countries, 
and  drive  the  citizen  back  to  the  favage.  We  ef- 
teem  and  we  refpecl:  you.  We  pay  merited  ho- 
nour to  a  nation  in  general  well  educated,  and  well 
informed,  becaufe  we  know  that  the  ignorance  of 
the  people  is  the  caufe  and  erFeci  of  all  civil  and 
religious  defpotifm.  We  honour  a  nation  regular 
in  their  lives,  and  ftrift  in  their  manners,  becaufe 
we  conceive  private  morality  to  be  the  only  fecure 
foundation  of  public  policy.  We  honour  a  nation 
eminent  for  men  of  genius,  and  we  truft  that  they 
will  now  exert  themfelves  not  fo  much  in  perufing 
and  penning  the  hiftories  of  other  countries,  as  in 
making  their  own  a  fubjecT:  for  the  hiftorian.  May 
we  venture  to  obferve  to  them  that  mankind  have 
been  too  retrofpeclive  ;  canonized  antiquity,  and 
undervalued  themfelves.  Man  has  repofed,  on 
ruins,*  and  refted  his  head  on  fome  fragments  of 
the  temple  of  liberty,  or  at  moil  amufed  himfelf  in 
pacing  the  measurement  of  the  edifice,  and  nicely 
limiting  its  proportions  j  not  reflefting  that  this 
temple  is  truly  Catholic,  the  ample  earth  its  area, 
and  the  arch  of  heaven,  its  dome. 

We  will  lay  open  to  you  ourlieaTts.  Our  caufe 
is  your  caufe — If  there  is  to  be  a  ftruggle  between 
us,  let  it  be  which  nation  mall  be  foremoft  in  the 
race  of  mind :  let  this  be  the  noble  animofity  kin- 
dled between  us,  who  mall  flrft  attain  that  free 
conftitution  from  which  both  are  equidiftant,  wh<| 
(hall  firft  be  the  faviour  of  the  empire. 
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The  fenfe  of  both  countries  with  f efpecl  to  the 
intolerable  abufes  of  the  conftitution   has  been 
clearly  manifefted,  and  proves  that  our  political 
fituations  are  not  diflimilar  ;  that  our  rights  and 
wrongs  are  the  fame.     Out  of  %%  counties  in  Ire- 
land, 29  petitioned  for  a  Reform  in  Parliament : 
and  out  of  56   of  the  royal   Burghs  in  Scotland, 
50  petitioned  for  a  Reform  in  their  internal  ftruc- 
ture  and  Government.     If  we  be  rightly  informed, 
there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  popular  election  in  Scot- 
land.     The   people   who   ought   to  poflefs   that 
weight  in   the  political  fcale,  which  might  bind 
them  to  the  foil,  and  make  them  cling  to  the  con- 
ftitution, are  now  as  duft  in  the  ballance,  blown 
abroad  by  the  leaft  impulfe,  and  fcattered  through 
other  countries,  merely  becaufe  they  hang  fo  loofe- 
ly  fo  their  own.     They  have  no  fhare  in  the  nati- 
onal Firm,  and  are  aggrieved  not  only  by  irregular 
and   illegal   exaction  of  taxes  ;    by   mifrule  and 
mifmanagement   of  corporations  $  by  mifconduct 
of  felf- elected  and   ineiponfible   magistrates  j  by 
wafte  of  public  property  ;   and  by  want  of  com- 
petent judicatures ;   but,  in  our  opinion,  moft  of 
all,  by  an  inadequate  Parliamentary  reprefentation 
—for,  we  afTert,  that  45  Commoners  and  16  Peers> 
are  a  pitiful  reprefentation  for  two  millions,  and  a 
half  of  people  j  particularly  as  your  Commoners 
confider  themfelves  not  as   the  reprefentatives  of 
that  people,  but  of  the  Councils  of  the  Burghs  by 
whom  they  are  elected. 

Exclufive  chai  ters  in  favour  of  Boroughs,  mo- 
nopolize the  general  rights  of  the  people,  and  that 
aft  muft  be  abfurd  which  precludes  all  other  towns 
from  the  power  of  being  reftored  to  their  ancient 
freedom. 

We  remember  that  heretable  jurifdictions  and 
feudal  privileges,  though  expreflly  referved  by  the 
act.  of  union  (20th  art.)  were  fet  afide  by  Act.  of 
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Parliament  in  174.6,  and  we  think  that  there  is 
much  ftronger  ground  at  prefent,  for  reftoring  to 
the  mafs  of  the  people,  their  alienated  rights, 
and  to  the  Conftitution  its  f'pirit  and  its  inte- 
grity. 

Look  now  we  pray  you  upon  Ireland.  Long 
was  this  unfortunate  Ifland  the  prey  of  prejudiced 
factions  and  ferocious  parties.  The  rights  or  ra- 
ther duties  of  conqueft  were  dreadfully  abufed, 
and  the  Catholic  religion  was  made  the  perpetual 
pretext  for  fubjefting  the  ftate  by  annihilating  the 
citizen,  and  deftroying  not  the  religious  perfuafi- 
on  but  the  man  j  not  popery,  but  the  people.  It 
was  not  till  very  lately  that  the  part  of  the  nation 
which  is  truly  colonial,  reflected  that  though  their 
anceftors  had  been  victorious,  they  themfelves 
were  now  included  in  the  general  fubjecti  on  j  fub- 
duing  only  to  be  fubdued,  and  trampled  upon  by 
Britain  as  a  fei  vile  dependency.  When  therefore 
the  Proteftants  began  to  fuffer  what  the  Catholics 
had  iuffered  and  were  fufFering ;  when  from  ferv- 
ing  as  the  inftruments  they  were  made  themfelves 
the  objects  of  foreign  domination,  then  they  be- 
came conllioits  they  had  a  country  :  and  then  they 
felt — an  Ireland.  They  refilled Britim  dominion, 
renounced  colonial  fubferviency,  and  following 
the  example  of  a  Catholic  Parliament  jult  a  cen- 
tury before,  they  afferted  the  exclufive  jurifdicticn 
and  legiflative  competency  of  this  Ifland.  Afud- 
den  light  from  America  fhone  through  our  prifon. 
Our  Volunteers  arofe.  The  chains  fell  from  our 
hands.  We  followed  Grattan,  the  angel  of  our 
deliverance,  and  in  1782  Ireland  ceafed  to  be  a 
province  and  became  a  nation.  But,  with  realbn, 
ihould  we  defpife  and  renounce  this  Revolution  as 
merely  a  traniient  burft  through  a  bad  habit  j  the 
fudden  grafp  of  necefllty  in  defpair,  from  tyranny 
in  diitrefs,  did  we  not  believe  that  the  Revolution 
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is  ftill  in  train  j  that  it  is  lefs  the  fingle  and  finn- 
ing aft  of  82,  than  a  feries  of  national  improve- 
ments which  that  acl:  ufhers  in  and  announces ; 
that  it  is  only  the  herald  of  liberty  and  glory,  of 
Catholic  emancipation,  as  well  as  Proteftant  inde- 
pendence j  that,  in  fhort,  this  Revolution  indi- 
cates new  principles,  foreruns  new  practice,  and 
lays  a  foundation  for  advancing  the  whole  people 
higher  in  the  fcale  of  being,  and  diffufing  equal 
and  permanent  happinefs. 

Britifh  fupremacy  changed  its  afpecT:,  but  its 
eflence.  remained  the  fame.  Firft  it  was  force,* and 
on  the  event  of  the  late  Revolution,  it  became  in- 
fluence j  dire6l  hoftility  ihifted  into  fyftematic  cor- 
ruption, filently  drawing  off  the  virtue  and  vigour 
of  the  ifland,  without  fhock  or  exploiion. — Cor- 
ruption that  glides- into  every  place,  tempts  every 
perfon,  taints  every  principle,  infefts  the  political 
mind  through  all  its  relations  and  dependencies  ; 
fo  regardlefs  of  public  character  as  to  fet  the  high- 
eft  honours  to  fale,  and  to  purchafe  Boroughs  with 
the  price  of  fuch  prostitution  j  fo  regardlefs  of 
private  morality,  as  to  legalize  the  licentioufnefs 
of  the  loweft  and  mollpernicious  gambling,  and  to 
extraft  a  calamitous  revenue  from  the  infatuation 
and  intoxication  of  the  people. 

The  Proteftants  of  Ireland  were  now  fenlible 
that  nothing  could  counteract  this  plan  of  debi- 
litating policy,  but  a  radical  reform  in  the  Houfe 
of  the  People,  and  that  without  fuch  reform,  the 
Revolution  itfelf  was  nominal  and  delufive.  The 
wheel  merely  turned  round,  but  it  did  not  move 
forward,  and  they  were  as  diftant  as  ever  from  the 
gaol.  They  refblved. — They  convened — They 
met  with  arms. — They  met  without  them. — They 
petitioned.  But  all  in  vain — for,  they  were  but 
a  portion  of  the  people.  Then  they  looked  around 
and  beheld  their  Catholic  countrymen*     Three 
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million — we  repeat  it — three  million  taxed  without 
being  reprefented,  bound  by  laws  to  which  they 
had  not  given  confent,  and  politically  dead  in  their 
native  land.  The  apathy  of  the  Catholic  mind 
changed  into  fympathy,  and  that  begot  an  energy 
of  fentiment  and  action.  They  had  eyes,  and 
they  read.  They  had  ears  and  they  liftened. 
They  had  hearts,  and  they  felt.  They  faid— < 
"  Give  us  our  rights  as  you  value  your  own. 
Give  us  a  fhare  of  civil  and  political  liberty,  the 
elective  franchife,  and  the  trial  by  jury.  Treat 
us  as  men  and  we  mail  treat  you  as  brothers.  Is 
taxation  without  reprefentation  a  grievance  to  three 
millions  acrofs  the  Atlantic,  and  no  grievance  to 
three  millions  at  your  doors  ?  Throw  down  that 
.pale  of  periecution  which  ftill  keeps  'up  civil  war 
in  Ireland,  and  make  us  one  people.  We  fhall 
then  ftand,  fupporting  and  fupported,  in  the  ai- 
fertion  of  that  liberty  which  is  due  to  all,  and 
which  all  fliould  unite  to  attain." 

It  was  jufl>— and  immediately  a  principle  of  ad- 
hefion  took  place  for  the  firft  time,  among  the 
inhabitants  of  Ireland.  All  religious  perfuanons 
found  in  a  political  union  their  common  duty  and 
their  common  falvation.  In  this  Society  and 
its  affiliated  Societies,  the  Catholic  and  the  Prefby- 
terian  are  at  this  inftant  holding  out  their  hands 
.and  opening  their  hearts  to  each  other,  agreeing 
in  principles,  concurring  in  practice.  We  unite 
for  immediate,  ample,  and  fubftantial  juftice  to 
the  Catholics,  and  when  that  is  attained,  a  com- 
bined exertion  for  a  reform  in  Parliament  is  the 
condition  of  our  compact,  and  the  feal  of  our 
communion.^ 

British  iupremacy  takes   alarm.     The  haughty 

monopolies  of  national  power  and  common  right, 

who  crouch  abroad,    to  domineer  at  home,  now 

look  with  more  furprife  and  left  contempt  on.  this 

C 
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"  befotted"  people.  A  new  artifice  Is  adopted* 
and  that  refflefs  domination  which,  at  firft,  ruled 
as  open  war,  by  the  length  of  the  fword  ;  then, 
as  covert  corruption,  by  the  ftrength  of  the  poi- 
fbn  $  now  aflumes  the  ftile  and  title  of  Pioteitant 
Afcetfdancy  5,  calls'  down  the  name  of  religion 
from  heaven  to  fow  difcord  on  earth  j  to  rule  by 
anarchy  ;  to  keep  up  drftruf-i  and  antipathy  among 
parties,  among  penhafions,  among  families,  nay 
to  make  the  paffions  of  the  individuals  itruggle, 
like  Cain  and  Abel,,  in  the  very  home  of  the  heart, 
and  to  convert  every  little  paltry  neceflity  that  ac- 
cident, indolence,  or  extravagance-,  bring  upon  a 
man,  into  a  par.dar  for  thepurchafe  of  his  hunelty 
and  the  murder  of  his  reputation* 

We  will  not  be  the  dupes  ot  inch  ignoble  arti- 
fices* We  fee  this  fcheme  of  if  rengfhening  poli- 
tical perfec-ution  and  ilate  inquifmon,  by  a  fiem 
infufion  of  religious  fanatieifm — but  we  will  unite 
and  we  will  he  Free.  Unherfcd  Emancipation  nxith 
Reprcftnt&ihue  Legijlo.ture  is  the  polar  principle 
which  guides  our  Society  and  mall  guide  it  through 
all  the  tumult  or  factions  and  fluctuations  of  par- 
ties. It  is  not  upon  a  ecaiition  of  cipohtion  with 
inmiftry  that  we  depend,  but  upon  a  ocalition  of 
Irimmeu  with  Iriihmen,  and  in  that  coaliriou 
alone  we  find  an  object  worthy  of  reform,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  ftitngth  and  iinew  both  to  attain 
and  ftcurek.  It  is  nor  upon  externa)  chcumftan- 
ces,  upon  the  pledge  of  man  or  miniiter,  we  de- 
pend, hue  upon  the  internal  energy  of  the  Irifh 
Nation.  We  will  not  buy  or  borrow  liberty  from 
America  or  from  France,  but  manufacture  it  our- 
itivts,  and  work  it  up  with  thole  materials  which 
the  hearts  of  Irifnme;i  furnifh  them  with  at  home. 
"We  do  m.'t  worlhipthe  Britifn,  far  lefs  the  Irifli 
ConlLtuLion,  as  lent  down  from  heaven,  but  we 
c-jraider  at  as  human  wcrkmanihip,  which  man. 
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has  made  and  man  can  mend.  An  inalterable 
Conftitution,  whatever  be  its  satire,  muft  be  del- 
potifm.  It  is  not  the  conftitution  but  the  People 
which  ought  to  be  inviolable,  and  it  is  time  to 
recognize  and  renovate  the  rights  of  the  Englifh, 
the  Scotch,  and  the  Irifh  Nations. — Rights  which 
can  neither  be  bought  nor  fold,  granted  by  char- 
ter, or  foreftalled  by  monopoly,  but  which  nature 
dictates  as  the  birth- right  of  all,  and  which  it  is 
the  buiinefs  of  a  Conftitution  to  define,  to  enforce, 
and  to  eftablifh.  If  Government  has  a  fincere 
regard  for  the  fafety  of  the  conftitution,  let  them 
coincide  with  the  people  in  the  fpeedy  reform  of 
its  abufes,  and  not  by  an  obftinate  adherence  to 
them,  drive  that  people  intoRepublicanifm 

We  have  told  you  what  our  htuation  was,  what 
it  is,  what  it  ought  to  be  :  our  end,  a  National 
Legiflature  ;  our  means,  an  union  of  the  whole 
people.  Let  this  union  extend  throughout  the 
Empire.  Let  all  unite  for  all,  or  each  man  Hitter 
fur  all.  In  each  country  let  the  people  aifembie 
in  peaceful  and  conftitutional  Convention.  Let 
delegates  from  e;xh  country  digeft  a  plan  of  re- 
form, belt  adapted  to  the  fituation  and  circumftan- 
ces  of'their  relpecHve  nations,  and  let  the  Legis- 
latures be  petitioned  at  once  by  the  urgent  and 
unanimous  voice  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
.  land. 

You  have  our  ideas.  Aniwer  us,  and  that 
quickly.  This  is  not  a  time  to  prociaitinate. 
Your  iliuftrious  Fletcher  has  faid,  that  the  liberties 
of  a  people  are  not  to  be  fecured,  without  palling 
through  great  difficulties,  and  no  toil  or  labours 
ought  to  be  declined  to  preferve  a  nation  from  fla- 
very.  He  fpoke  well  :  and  we  add,  that  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  every  nation  who  adventures  into  a 
ccntHft  for  (re,dom,  to  remember  it  is  on  the 
event  (however  abl'urdlv)  depends  the  eilimaticn 
C  a 
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©f  public  opinion ;  honour  and  immortality,  if 
fortunate ;  if  otherwife,  infamy  and  oblivion. 
Let  this  check  the  rafhnefs  that  rufhes  unadvi- 
fedly  into  the  committal  of  national  character,  or 
if  that  be  already  made,  let  the  fame  confideration 
impel  us  all  to  advance  with  active  not  pafiive 
perfeverance,  with  manly  confidence  and  calm 
determination,  fmiling  with  equal  fcorn  at  the 
bluffer  of  official  arrogance,  and  the  whifper  of 
private  malevolence,  until  we  have  planted  the 
ilag  of  Freedom  on  the  fummit,  and  are  at  once 
victorious  and  fecure. 


November   30,   1792. 

UNITED  IRISHMEN  of  DUBLIN, 

H ILLIAM  DRENNAN  in  the  Chair. 

to  the   CHAIRMAN  of  the  SOCIETY  of 

UNITED  IRISHMEN  OF 

(Ciradar,) 
S  I  R, 

JL  HIS  Society  has  paffed  a  refolutioh,  "  that 
we  do  proceed  immediately  to  effect  a  better  or- 
ganiation  and  a  more  intimate  union  with  the  dif- 
ferent Societies  of  United  Iriflimen  than  has  hi- 
therto fubfifted.  We  are  aifb  enjoined  by  a  fubfe- 
quent  order  to  communicate  all  the  publications  of 
this  Body  to  the  Confederated  Societies.  We  fhali 
accordingly  now  and  henceforward  tranfmit  to  yoti 
all  fuch  papers  and  we  folicit  the  fatisfaction  of 
your  concurrence  to  carry  theie  reiciuticns  int© 
effect. 
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are  amply  detailed  in  our  circular  letter  and  decla- 
ration :   but  as  our  objects  are  of  the  firft  moment 
in  life,  the  particular  conduct  of  thofe   Societies 
who  co-operate  with  us,  is  of  correfpondent    im- 
portance.    It   appears    to  us,  at   this   interesting 
cribs,  incumbent  on  patriotic  affociations  of  vir- 
tuous and  independent  men  to  eftablim    frequent 
meetings,    and   a  mutual  communication   of  all 
their*  proceedings.     Well  affured   that  a  fund  of 
good  ienfe  and  patriofifm  Mill  exifts  latent  among 
us,  it  is  our  common  duty  to  call  forth^this  valua- 
ble mats  into  life.     Silence  now  becomes  criminal, 
land  neutrality  treafonable.     The  private  advocate 
of  Catholic  emancipation  and  reprefentative  legif-* 
Jature  will  be  reckoned  among  our  Enemies,  and 
employed  as  the  paffive  inftrument  of  their  artifi- 
ces.    We  mould  therefore  hold  a  Ariel:  inqueft  of 
ail  public  meafures,  labour  to  give  unilon  to  the 
public  fentiment,  and  fix  its  ftandard.     It  becomes 
us  to  interfere,  when  Grand  Juries  follow  the  ex- 
ample of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  and  mifreprefent 
the  People.     We  mull  not  fu.Ter  Falfehood  to  italic 
overthe  Land  in  Right  Honourable  Solemnity,  to 
invade  the  National   Credit,   and  arraign  the   Na- 
tional Character — we  inuft  arreit  its  progrefs,  and 
arraign  its  Authors  at  the  Bar  of  the  Nation.. 

We  cannot  too  ftrongly  imprefs  upon  the  public 
mind,  that  the  repeal  of  this  or  that  obnoxious 
Law  out  of  the  multitude, — that  the  removal  froth 
power  of  this  or  that  party,  can  only  fhift  our  po- 
rtion upon  the  Wheel  of  Political  Torture.  Par- 
ties have  changed,  and  Palliatives  have  been  admi- 
iriftered;  but  the  Traffic  of  Irifli  Freedom,  and 
the  Plunder  of  Irilh  Property  have  been  uniform 
and  permanent.  It  becomes  therefore  our  erTen- 
tialduty  to  direel:  the  Eye  of  the  People  to  the 
Polar  Star  of  their  political  falvation,  a  Reprefen- 

c  a 
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tative  Legiflature,  while  the  Echo  of  that  Watch- 
*word  of  Difcord,    that  Motto  of  Proftitution,  the 
Proteftant  Afcendancy,  dies  away  through  reptile 
Corporations. 

Finally,  in  reliance  that  you  have  adopted  the 
Letter  of  our  Teft,  we  recommend  it  to  your  zeal 
to  diffule  its  Spirit  ;  becaufe  it  engrafts  the  firft 
duty  of  a  good  Citizen  upon  the  firft  duty  of  a 
good  Chriftian  ;  becaufe  it  is  a- practice  fubvernve 
of  our  Conftitution,  that  the  King  and  the  Lords 
ihould  vote  in  the  Commons  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
that  the  Mafs  of  the  People  mould  be  excluded 
from  their  inalienable  Share  in  the  Legiflature, 
not  by  the  infenfible  abufes  of  time,  but  by  an 
exprefs  Law  j  and  becaufe  this  exclufion  efta- 
blifhes,  under  the  mafk  of  Freedom,  a  Syftem 
of  Practical  Defpotifm  over  the  whole  People. 

Prefcribing  thefe  Duties  to  ourfelves,  we  fubmit 
them  to  your  confideration,  and  requeft  the  favour 
of  your  correfpondence. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  Refpeft, 

Your  obedient  humble  Servant, 

A.  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  Sectary, 


i«  ■■*■■■ 


December  7,  I792- 
RESOLVED, 

j[  HAT  having  fo  frequently  avowed  our 
fentiments  on  Univerfal  Emancipation,  and  Re- 
prefen tative  Legiflature,  it  is  not  necelTary  for 
its  at  this  time  to  repeat  that  the  Delegates  of  the 
Catholic  People  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their 
focred  truft,  as  tending  to  the  Eftablifhment  of 
perfect  Freedom  in  the  Nation,  may  be  aflured 
«f  our  jealous  co-operation. 
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December  14,    1791.' 

the    SOCIETY    of    UNITED    IRISHMEN, 
at  DUBLIN,  to  the  VOLUNTEERS. 

of  IRELAND, 

WILLIAM  DRENNAN,  Chairman. 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON ROWAN,  See, 

CITIZEN  SOLDIERS, 


Y« 


OU  firft  took  up  arms  to.  protect  your  Country 
from  foreign  enemies,  and  from  domeftic  distur- 
bance. For  the  fame  purpofes,  it  now  becomes 
neceffary  xthat  you  mould  refume  them.  A  Pro- 
clamation has  been  iflued  in  England  for  embody- 
ing the  Militia,  and  a  Proclamation  has  been  if- 
lued by  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  in  Ire- 
land, for  reprefiing  all  J "editions  affociations.  In, 
confequeftce  of  both  thefe  Proclamations,  it  is 
3?eafonable  to  apprehend  danger  from  abroad,  and 
danger  at  home.  For  whence  but  from  appre- 
hended danger  are  thofe  menacing  preparations  for 
war  drawn  through  the  Streets  of  this  Capital,  or 
whence,  if  not  to  create  that  internal  commotion, 
which  was  not  found,  to  make  that  credit  which 
was  not  affecled,  to  blaft  that  Volunteer  honour 
which  was  hitherto  inviol/ite,  are  thofe  terrible  fug- 
geftions  and  rumours  and  whifpers,  that  meet  us 
at  every  comer  and  agitate  at  lead  our  old  men,  our 
women  and  children.  Whatever  be  the  motive, 
or  from  whatever  quarter  itarifes,  alarm  has  arifen  ; 
and  you,  VOLUNTEERS  of  IRELAND,  are 
therefore  fummoned  To  Arms  at  the  inflance  of 
Government,  as  well  as  by  the  refponfibility  at- 
C  4 
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tached  to  your  character,  and  the  permanent  obli- 
gations of  your  inftitution.  We  will  not  at  this 
day,  condelcend  to  quote  authorities  for  the  right 
of  having  and  of  ufmg  arms,  but  we  will  cry  aloud, 
even  amidft  the  ftorm  raifed  by  the  Witchcraft  of  a 
proclamation,  That  to  your  formation  was  owing 
the  peace  and  protection  of  this  Ifland,  to  your 
relaxation  has  been  owing  its  relapfe  into  impo- 
tence and  infignificance,  to  your  renovation  mull 
be  owing  its  future  freedom  and  its  prefent  tran- 
quillity. You  are  therefore  fummoned  to  Arms, 
in  order  to  preferve  your  country  in  that  guarded 
quiet,  which  may  fecure  it  from  external  hoftility, 
and  to  maintain  that  internal  regimen  throughout 
the  land,  which  fuperfeding  a  notorious  Police 
or  a  fufpected  Militia,  may  preferve  the  bleflings 
of  peace  by  a  vigilant  preparation  for  war. 

Citizen  Soldiers,  to  arms  !  Take  up  the  mield 
of  Freedom,  and  the  pledges  of  Peace, — Peace, 
the  motive  and  end  of  your  virtuous  inftitution.-— 
War,  an  occafional  duty,  ought  never  to  be  made 
an  occupation.  Every  man  mould  become  a  Sol- 
dier in  the  defence  of  his  rights  ;  no  man  ought 
to  continue  a  foldier  for  offending  the  rights  of 
others.  The  facrifice  of  life  in  the  fervice  of  our 
country  is  a  duty  much  too  honourable  to  be  in- 
truded to  mercenaries,  and  at  this  time,  when 
3'our  country  has  by  public  authority  been  declar- 
ed in  danger,'  we  conjure  you  by  your  interefr, 
your  duty  and  your  glory,  to  ftand  to  your  arras, 
and  in  ipite  of  a  Police,  in  fpite  of  a  Fencible 
Militia,  m  virtue  of  two  Proclamations,  to  main- 
tain good  order  in  your  vicinage  and  tranquility 
in  Ireland.— It  is  only  by  the  military  array  of 
men  in  whom  they  confide,  whom  they  have  been 
accuftomed  to  revere  as  the  guardians  of  domeftie 
peace,  the  protectors  of  their  liberties  and  lives, 
that   the  piefent  agitation  of  the  people  can  be 
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billed,  that  turrilt  and  licentioufnefs  can  be  re-. 
pre'lTed,  obedience  fe cured  to  «xifling  law,  and  a 
calm  confidence,  diffufed  through  the  public  mind 
in  the  fpeedy  refurrect  ion  of  a  free  con  fci  tut  ion— • 
of  liberty  and  of  Equality.— words  wiv.ch  we  uie 
for  an  opportunity  of  repelling  calumny  and  of 
faying,  that, 

Br  Liberty  we  never  underftood  unlimited 
freedom,  nor  by  Equality  the  levelling  of  proper- 
ty, or  the  deftruftion  of  fubordination. — This  is 
a  calumny  invented  by  that  faction  or  that  gang 
which  mifreprefents  the  King  to  the  People,  and 
the  People  to  the  King,  traduces  one  half  of  the 
nation  to  cajole  the  other,  and  by  keeping  up  dif- 
truft  and  diviiion,  wifhes  to  continue  the  proud 
arbitrators  of  the  fortune  and  fate  of  Ireland. — 
Liberty  is  the  exercife  of  all  our  rights  natural 
and  political,  lecured  to  us  and  our  poiterity  by  a 
real  reprefentation  of  the  peopie  ; — and  equality 
is  the  extension  of  the  constituent,  to  the  fuiletfc 
dimenfions  of  the  confutation,  of  the  elective 
franchife  to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  to  the 
end  that  government  which  is  collective  jxrwer, 
may  be  guided  by  collective  will,  and  that  legifl3- 
tion  may  originate  from  public  reafon,  keep  peace 
witn  public  improvement,  and  terminate  in  public 
hapoinefs.  If  our  couftitution  be  imperfect,  no- 
thing but  a  reform  Ln - i epieientaekm-  wiil  rectify 
itsabafes  ;  if  it  be  perfect,  nothing  but  the  fame 
Reform  will  perpetuate  its  bidTmgs. 

We  now  addrefs  pwj  gg  Citizens,  for  to  be 
Citizens  you  became  Soldiers,  nor  can  we  help 
wi(hi«g  that  all  Soldiers,  partaking  the  palTions, 
and  interell  of  the  people  would  remember  that 
they  were  once  Citizens,  that  feduction  made  them 
Soldiers, — "  but  nature  made  them  Men.'"  We 
addrefs  you  without  aay  authority  lave  that  of 
reafon,  and  if  w-e  obtain  the  coincidence  of  public 
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opinion  it  is  neither  by  force  nor  ftratagem,  for  we 
have  no  power  to  terrify,  no  artifice  to  cajole,  no 
fund  to  feduce. — Here  we  fit, — without  mace  or 
beadle,  neither  a  nryftery  nor  a  craft,  nor  a  Corpo- 
ration.——In  four  words  lies  all  our  Power, 
UNIVERSAL  EMANCIPATION  and  RE- 
PRESENTATIVE LEGISLATURE  j  yet  we 
are  confident  that  on  the  pivot  of  this  principle, 
a  convention, — ftill  lefs, — a  fociety, — lefs  ltill, — a 
iingle.man,  will  be  able,  firft  to  move  and  then  to 
raile  the  world.  We,  therefore,  wifh  for  Catho- 
lic emancipation  without  any  modification,  but 
'ftill  we  confider  this  neceffary  enfranchifement  as 
merely  the  portal  to  the  Temple  of  National  Free- 
dom. Wide  as  this  entrance  is,  wide  enough  to 
admit  three  millions, — it  is  narrow,  when  com- 
pared to  the  capacity  and  comprehenfion  of  our 
beloved  principle,  which  takes  in  every  individual 
of  the  Irifh  nation,  cafts  an  equal  eye  over  the 
whole  Iftand,  embraces  all  that  think  and  feels 
for  all  thatfuffer.  The  Catholic  caufe  is  fubordi- 
nate  to  our  caufe,  and  included  in  it,  for  as 
UNITED  IRISHMEN,  we  adhere  to  no  i\a, 
but  to  fociety,  to  no  creed  but  Chriftianity,  to  no 
party,  but  the  whole  people. — In  the  fincerity  cf 
our  fouls,  do  we  defire  Catholic  emancipation,  but 
were  it  obtained,  to-morrow,  to-morrow  would 
we  go  on,  as  we  do  to-day,  in  the  purluit  of  that 
reform  which  would  ftill  be  wanting  to  ratify  their 
liberties  as  well  as  our  own. 

For  both  thefe  purpofes,  it  appears  neceffary 
that  provincial  conventions  fhould  affemble  pre- 
paratory to  the  convention  of  the  Troteftant  People. 
The  Delegates  of  the  Catholic  body  are  not  juiti- 
fied  in  communicating  with  individuals,  or  even 
bodies  of  inferior  authority,  and  therefore  an  A>- 
fembly  of  a  limilar  nature  and  organi7aticn  is  nc- 
cefTary  to  eftablifh  an  intercourfe  cf  fen  .ment,  an 
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uniformity  of  conduct,  an  united  caufe,  and  an 
■united  nation.  If  a  convention  on  the  one  part 
does  not  foon  follow,  and  is  not  foon  connected 
with  that  on  the  other,  the  common  caufe  will 
fplit  into  the  partial  intereft  j  the  people  will  relax 
into  inattention  and  inertnefs  ;  the  union  of  af- 
fection and  exertion  will  diffolve,  and  too  prob- 
ably fome  local  infurrection,  inftigated  feythe  ma- 
lignity of  our  common  enemy,  may  commit  the 
character,  and  rifque  the  tranquillity  of  the  Ifland, 
which  can  be  obviated  only  by  the  influence  of  an 
affembly  arifing  from,  aflimilated  with  the  people, 
and  whofe  fpirit  may  be  as  it  were  knit  with  the 
foul  of  the  nation, — unlefs  the  fenfe  of  the  Pro- 
teftant  People,  be,  on  their  part,  as  fairly  collect- 
ed and  as  judicioufly  directed,  unlefs  individual 
exertion  confolidates  into  collective  ftrength,  un- 
lefs the  particles  unite  into  mafs,  we  may  perhaps 
ferve  fome  perfon,  or  fome  party  for  a  little,  but 
the  public  not  at  all.  The  nation  is  neither  info- 
lent  nor  rebellious  nor  feditious.  While  it  knows 
its  rights  it  is  unwilling  to  manifeft  its  powers. 
It  wouldi  rather  fupplicate  adminiftration  to  antici- 
pate revolution  by  a  well  timed  reform,  and  to 
iave  their  country  in  mercy  to  themfelves. 

The  1 5th  of  February  approaches,  a  day  ever 
memorable  in  the  annals  of  this  country  as  th« 
birth-day  of  new  Ireland — Let  parochial  meetings 
be  held  as  foon  as  poffible.  Let  each  Parifli  re- 
turn delegates.  Let  the  fenfe  of  Ulfter  be  again 
declared  from  Dungannon  on  3.  day  aufpicious  to 
union,  peace  and  freedom,  and  the  fpirit  of  the 
.North  will  again  become  the  fpirit  of  the  Nation. 
The  civil  affembly  ought  to  claim  the  attendance 
of  the  military  affociations  and  we  have  addrerTed 
you,  Citizen  Soldiers — on  this  fubject,  from  the 
belief  that  your  body,  uniting  conviction  with 
seal  and  zeal  with  activity,  may  have  much  influ~ 
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tnce  over  ybUr  countrymen,  your  relations  and 
friends.  We  offer  only  a  general  outline  to  the 
public*  and  meaning  to  addrefs  Ireland,  we  pre- 
iume  not  at  prefentto  fill  up  the  plan  or  pre-occupy 
the  mode  of  its  execution.  We  have  thought  it 
our  duty  to  fpeak  :  anfwer  us  by  actions  \  you 
have  taken  time  for  con fi deration.  Fourteen  long 
years  are  elapfed  fmce  the  rife  of  your  affociations 
and  in  1782,  did  you  imagine  that  in  179a  this 
nation  would  ftill  remain  unreprefented  ?  How 
many  Nations  in  this  interval  have  gotten  the  iiart 
of  Ireland  !  How  many  of  our  Countrymen  have 
funk  into  the  Grave  I 


December  13,   If^tt, 

UNITED  IRISHMEN   or  DUBLIN. 

WILLIAM  DRENNAN,  Chairman. 
ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  Sec 


ESOLVED,  That  it  appears  to  this  Society, 
irom  the  Evidence  laid  before  it,  that  the  printed 
Hand  Bills  which  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan  and 
James  Napper  Tandy  are  charged,  in  the  Into  mo- 
tion fworn  sgainft  them,  with  having  diftributfd, 
are  Copies  of  the  Addrefs  of  this  Society  to  the 
Vcinnteers  of  Ireland,  falftly  called  in  the  laid 
Information  "   A  feditious  Libel. "' 

Relolved,  That  it  is  the  Duty  of  every  Mem- 
ber to  diftribute  the  public  Refolutions  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  if  A.  H.  Rowan  and  J.  N.  Tandy 
really  diftributed  that  AddrefSj  they,  info  doing, 
j'.cted  agrcable  to  the  Sentiments,  and,  therefore, 
fnerit  the  Approbation  of  iha  Society. 
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Refolved,  That  this  Society,  in  fupporting  its 
Rights,  will  not  confine  itfelf  merely  to  defen- 
five  Meaflires,  but  as  the  Sale  of  the  Peerage, 
and  of  Seats  in  the  representative  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament, and  other  Corruptions  are  openly  and 
notoriously  practifed  by  a  fhamelefs  and  profli- 
gate Administration,  this  Society  will,  without 
Delay,  prepare  Materials  for  Profecutions  againft 
fuch  Members  of  the  Adminiftration  as  have 
been  guilty  of  fuch  Enormities. 

Refolved,  That  although  we  defpife  the  paltry 
Trick  by  which  thole,  interested  in  the  prefent 
unconstitutional  Reprefentation  of  the  People, 
endeavour  to  fix,  as  a  Stigma,  the  Character  of 
Republican  and  Leveller  on  every  active  Promoter 
of  Reform, — yet,  as  we  fee  with  Concern,  that 
fome  well-intentioned  and  Sincere  Friends  of  that 
Meafure  have  been  affected  with  a  Fear  artfuljy 
and  groundleflly  excited  for  corrupt  Purpofes, 
we  think  it  our  Duty  to  declare,  on  our  own  be- 
half, that  the  Object  of  our  Institution  is  an  im- 
partial and  adequate  Reprefentation  of  the  IriSh 
Nation  in  Parliament ; — and,  in  order  to  prove, 
that  ou?  Views  are,  and  always  have  been,  di- 
rected to  that  End,  we  "hereunto  fubjoin  the  Telt, 
which  was  adopted  on  the  EStabliShment  of  this 
Society,  and  which  has  been  uniformly  taken  by 
every  Member  on  his  admiflion. 

(Note — See  Tefi,  page  5) 
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Back-lane,  January  nth,  1793. 
WILLIAM  DRENNAN,  Chairman, 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  Sec. 

The  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 

of  the  CITY  of  DUBLIN. 


u 


NCONNECTED  with  Party,  faithfully  at- 
tached to  the  principles  of  the  Conftitution,  and 
'a floriated  for  the  attainment  of  a  communion 
of  Rights,  and  of  an  equal  and  impartial  Repre- 
sentation of  the  Nation  in  Ireland,  are  happy 
in  exprefling  their  tribute  of  praife  and  gra- 
titude, to  their  moft  Gracious  Sovereign  for  that 
part  of  the  Speech  from  the  Throne,  whereby 
his  Majefty  particularly  recommended  i/to  his 
Parliament,  to  take  into  their  ferious  confi- 
rmation, the  fituation  of  his  Catholic  Subjects. 
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"January  *$,    1793^ 

The  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 

or      DUBLIN. 

To    the   IRISH   NATION. 

WILLIAM   DRENNAN,    Chairman. 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  Sec. 


I 


_T  is  our  right  and  our  duty,  at  this  time  and 
at  ail  times,  to  communicate  our  opinion  to  the 
public,  whatever  may  be  its  fuccefs;  and  under 
the  protection  of  a  free-prefs,  itfelf  protected  by 
a  jury,  judges  of  law  as  well  as  fa£t,  we  will 
never  be  afraid  to  fpeak  freely  what  we  freely 
think,  appealing  for  the  purity  of  our  intentions 
to  God,  and  as  far  as  thefe  intentions  are  mani- 
fefted  by.  word,  writing,  or  action,  appealing 
to  the  juftice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  judgment  of 
our  country. 

On  the  9th  of  November,  1791,  was  this  So- 
ciety founded.  We  and  our  beloved  brethrc-n  of 
Belfaft  firft  began  that  civic  union,  which,  if  a 
nation  be  a  fcciety  united  for  mutual  advantage, 
has  made  Ireland  a  nation  ;  and  at  a  time  when 
ail  wifhed,  'many  willed,  but  few  fpoke,  and 
fewer  acted,  we,  Catholics  and  Proteftants,  join- 
ed our  hands  and  our  hearts  together;  funk  every 
diftin&ive  appellation  in  the  name  Irijhman ;  and 
in  the  prefence  of  God,  devoted  ourfeives  to  uni- 
venal  enfranchilernent,  and  a  real  reprefentation 
oi  all  the  people  in  Parliament.  On  this  rock 
of  right  oui  little,  ark  found  a  refting-olace;  era- 
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dually,  though  not  (lowly,  throughout  the  coun- 
try, other  ftations  of  fafety  appeared,  and  what 
before  was  agitated  fea,  became  firm  and  fertile 
land.  From  that  time  have  the  body  and  fpirit 
of  our  Societies  increafed,  until  felfifli  Corpora- 
tions, funk  in  confcious  infignifieance,  have 
given  way  to  a  grand  incorporation  of  the  Irifli 
People. 

We  have,  in  our  Digeft  of  the  penal  laws,  ad- 
drefled  ourfelves  fuccefsfully,  to  the  good  fenfe, 
humanity,  and  generous  indignation  of  all  Ire- 
land, convincing  public  reafon,  alarming  public 
confcience,  and  holding  up  this  collection  of 
bloody  fragments  as  a  terrible  memorial  of  go* 
vernment  without  juftice,  and  of  legality  with- 
out conftitution.  It  has  been  our  rule  and  our 
practice  never  to  enter  into  compromife  or  com- 
pofition  with  a  noxious  principle,  and  we  have 
therefore  fet  our  face,  and  lifted  our  voice, 
againft  this  perfecuting  and  pufillanimous  code, 
as  againft  the  murderer  of  our  brother,  eager  to 
erafe  the  whole  of  it  from  the  ftatute-book  as  it 
erafed  our  countrymen  from  the  ftate,  and  wiih- 
ing  to  profcribe  fuch  an  incongruous  'and  mon- 
ftrous  conjunction  of  terms  as  Penal  La*vos  not 
only  from  a  digeft  of  the  laws  but  from  the  dic- 
tionary of  the  language. 

It  has  appeared  our  duty,  in  times  fuch  as 
thefe,  when  the  head  is  nothing  without  the 
heart,  and  with  men  fuch  as  we  oppofe,  not  only 
to  write  and  fpeak  but  to  act.  and  fufFer  j  to 
reckon  nothing  hazardous,  provided  it  was  ne- 
celTary ;  to  c  me  forward  with  the  intrepidity 
which  a  good  caufe  infpires,  and  a  backward 
people  required  ;  by  going  far  ourfelves  to  make 
others  follow  faller,  though,  all  the  time  con- 
juring us  to  retreat  ;  in  fhort,  to  make  the  reiro- 
gade  ftationary,    and  the  ftationary  progreffive  j 
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to   quicken  the    dead,    and  add   a  foul  to  the 
living. 

Knowing  that  what  the  tongue  is  to  tlie  man, 
the  prefs  is  to  the  people,  though  nearly  blafted 
in  our  cradle  by  the  forcery  of  folicitors  of  law, 
and  general  attorneys,  we  have  perfifted  with 
courageous  perfeverance  to  rally  around  this  for- 
lorn hope  of  freedom,  and  to  maintain  this  cita- 
del of  the  conftitution,  at  the  rifque  of  perfonal 
fecurity,  property,  and  all  that  was  dear  to  us. 
They  have  come  to  us,  with  a  writ  and  a  war- 
rant, and  an  ex  officio  information,  but  we  have 
come  to  them  in  the  name  of  the  genius  of  the 
Britifh  conftitution  and  the  majefty  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.  Is  fedition  againft  the  officers  of 
administration,  to  exercife  the  criminal  jurif- 
diclion  of  the  country,  and  is  fedition  againft 
the  people,  to  walk  by  with  arrogant  impunity  ? 

We  have  defended  the  violated  liberty  of  the 
fubjecl:  againft  the  undefined  and  voracious  pri- 
vilege of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  treating  with 
merited  fcorn  the  infolent  menaces  of  men  in- 
flated with  office,  and  not  only  have  we  main- 
tained the'rights  of  the  people  at  the  bar  of  this 
branch  of  the  legiflature,  but  we  have,  at  the 
bench  of  judicature,  vindicated  the  right  of  the 
nation,  its  real  independence  and  fiipremacy ; 
demonftrating  that  general  inviolability  was  made 
tranfmiffible  to  one  or  many  deputies,  to  the 
utter  extinction  of  refponfibility,  the  evafion  of 
criminality ;  and  that  the  executive  power  of 
imperial  and  indeperdent  Ireland,  was  merely  a 
jingling  appendage  to  the  great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain.  Not  a  man  lb  low,  that,  if  opprefTed 
by  an  aflumption  of  power,  civil  or  military, 
has  not  met  with  our  counfel,  our  purfe  and  our 
protection  :  not  a  man  fo  high,  that  if  acting 
contrary  to  popular  right  or  public  independence, 
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v?t  have  not  denounced  at  the  judgment  feat  of  juf- 
tice,  and  at  the  equitable  tribunal  of  public  opinion. 
We   have   encountered  much    calumny.      We 
have,   among  a  thoufand  contradictory  epithets 
been  called  republicans  and  levellers,   as  if   by 
artfully  making   the  terms  appear   fynonymous, 
their  nature  could  be  made  the  fame  ;  as  if  a  re  - 
publican  were  a  leveller,  or  a  leveller  a  repub- 
lican ;  as  if  the  only  leveller  was  not  the  defpot 
who  crufhes  with  an   iron  fceptre  every  rank  and 
degree  of  fociety  into  one.;  as  if  republican  or 
democratic  energy  was  not,  as  well  as  ariftocra- 
tical  privilege,    or  regal  prerogative,    fanftioned 
by  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  conftitution, 
by   all  thofe  memorable  precedents   which  form 
jts  firft  features,  and  by  which  the  juft  and  vir- 
tuous ftruggles  of  our  anceftors,  recognized  by 
fuccellive  generations,  point  out  to  their  pofte- 
fity    when   they   ought   to   interpofe,    and   how 
long    they    ought    to    fufier.      In     his    words, 
whofe  name  refts  unknown,  but  whofe  fame  is 
immortal,    *  we   defire   "  that    the   conftitution 
may  preferve  its  monarchical  form,  but  we  would 
have  the  manners  of  the  people  purely  anjl  ftrictly 
republican.'"     Are  you  not  fenfible  that  this  cry 
of  republicanifm*  as  the  clamour  againft  Catholic 
delegation,  has  been  raifed  and  prolonged  by  the 
mifchievous    malignity   of    the  lower  gofhps   of 
-government,  merely  to  drown  the  general  voice 
-tor  reform,  like   the  ftate  manoeuvre  which  or- 
dered   a  fiourifh    of   trumpets,    and    alarum    of 
drums,    at  the  fide   of  fuffering  patriots,    when 
they  wifhed  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  reafon 
and  juftice  of   the  people.— But  we   will  fpeak 
and  you  will  hear. — Yes,    countrymen,    we   d» 
defire  that  extended  liberty  which  may  allow  you, 
us  citizens,  to  do  what  you  will,  provided  you 

*  Junius. 
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do  nor  injure  another,    or  rather  to  do  al!  the 
good  you  can  to  others,  without  doing  injuftice 
to   yourfelves.     Yes,    countrymen,    we   do  wifh 
for  an  equality  of  rights  which  is  conltitutional, 
not  an  equality  of  property  which  is  impoffible. 
Yes,  countrymen,  we  do  long  for  another  equali- 
ty,   and   we    hope   yet   to    fee    it   realized  :     an 
equality  confiding  in  the  power  of  every  father, 
of  a  family  to  acquire   by  labour  either  of  mind 
or   body,    fome thing  beyond   a  mere  fubiiitance, 
fome  little  capital   to  prove,  in   cafe  of  ficknefs, 
old  age,  or  misfortune,  a  fafeguard  for  his  body 
and  for  his  foul,  a  hallowed  hoard  that  may  lift 
him  above  the  hard  neceffity  which  ftruggles  be- 
tween confeience  and  corruption ;  that  may  keep 
his  heart  whole  find  his  fpirit  ere6t,    while  his 
body  bends  beneath  its  burden  $  make  him  fling 
away  the  wages  of  venality,  and  proudly  return 
to  an  humble  home,    where  a  conftitution   that 
looks   alike    on   the   palace  and   the  hovel,    may 
itand  at  his  hearth  a  tutelar  divinity,  and  fpreati 
the  Egis  of  equal  law  to  guard  him  from  the  re- 
venge of  thple  who  offered  the  bribe  and  offered 
it  in  vain.     Yes,    Iriinmen,    we   do  proclaim  it 
our  deareft  wilh,  to  fee  a  more  equal  diftribution 
of  the  benefits  and  bleffings  of  life  through  the 
loweft  clalTes  of  the  community,  the   ftamina  of 
fociety ;  and  we  affert  it  as  our  firm  belief,  that 
an    equal    diftribution  of    the   eleclive    franchife 
mull  contribute  to  this  end ;  for  national   hap- 
pinefs    depends   upon    employment,    which    mufc 
itfelf  fpring  from  induftry  ;  and  that  again  de- 
pends on  liberty,  fecurity  of  perfon  and  proper- 
ty, equal  law,  fpeedy  and  impartial  juftice,  and, 
in  fhort,  on  that  tenure  in  the   ftate,  which  may 
raife  the  community  in  relative  value  as  in   felf- 
eftimation ;    make  the  agency  of  the  People  in- 
ftrumental  to  a  good  government,    and  the   re- 
agency  of  good  Government  meliorate  the  morals 
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nnd  manners  of  the  People ;  bind  together  thfe 
diftlnft,  and  hitherto  contending  clafTes  of  Co- 
ciety,  by  the  cement  of  reciprocity  and  the  in- 
terchange of  obligations,  and  make  the  higher 
ranks  —  balluftrades  that  adorn  the  arch  —  feel 
their  dependence  on  the  people,  who  are  the 
piles  that  fupport  it.  On  the  whole,  we  are  i'o 
far  republicans,  as  to  defire  a  national  Houfe  of 
^Commons,  in  its  origin,  its  form,  its  features, 
and  its  fpirit ;  reverencing  the  people,  not  con- 
spiring, with  every  other  rank,  againft  them, 
againft  their  privileges,  their  pleafures,  their 
homely  happinefs,  their  flrefide  enjoyment  j,  but 
rather  cherifhing  the  elective  franchife,  the  poor 
man's  ewe  lamb,  and  ftigmatizing  the  landlord* 
who  would  defpoil  him  of  it,  as  a  traitor  to  the 
conftitution,  a  robber  of  national  right,  and  a 
murderer  of  public  happinefs. 

We  have  addreffed  the  Friends  of  the  People 
in  England,  and  have  received  their  concurrence, 
their  thanks,  and  their  gratulation. — We  have 
addreffed  the  Volunteers. — Deliverers  of  this  in- 
jured land! — Have  we  done  wrong? — if  we  have* 
tear  your  colours  from  the  flraff, — reverfe  your 
arms, — muffle  your  drums,— beat  a  funeral  march 
for  Ireland, — and  then  abandon  the  Corpfe  to 
Fencibles,  to  Militia,  to  Invalids,  and  difmount- 
ed  Dragoons.  If  we  have  not  dene  wrong,— 
and  we  fwear  by  the  Revolution  of  82  that  we 
have  not, — go  on  with  the  zeal  of  enterprizing 
virtue,  and  a  fenfe  of  your  own  importance,  to 
exercife  that  Right  of  felf-defer.ee,  which  he- 
lorigs  to  the  Nation, — and  to  infufe  cenftitmi- 
onal  energy  into  the  public  will,  for  the  public 
good. 

We  now  addrefs  Ireland. — We  addrefs  you  as 
a  moral  perfon,  having  a  confeience,  a  will,  and 
an,  understanding, — bound  not  only  to  preferve, 
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but  to  perfect,  your  nature, — the  nations  around 
you  to  witnefs  your  conduct,  and  a  God  abovo 
you  to  reward  your  virtue?,  or  to  puni.''»  jour 
crimes.  We  fpeak  to  you  as  Man  to  Man. — 
reading  your  countenance — remarking  inz  vari- 
ous parlions  that  now  (hi  ft  acrofs  it,  and  arriving 
to  recollect  a  character  long  obliterated  by  foreign 
influence,  or,  after  fhort  and  fierce  deyelop4- 
ments,  becoming-  the  fame  dull  rdank  as  before. 
Severed  as  you  have  always  been  into  counter- 
acting interefts, — an  Enghm.  interefr,  an  Ar'ifio- 
cratic  intereft,  a  Protefrant  intereit,  and  a  Ca- 
tholic intere;!, — all  contradiftinguifhed  from  ccm- 
mon-weai ;  and  all,  like  the  four  elements,  be- 
fore Wiidom  moved"  on  the  i'urface  of  the  deep, 
exerting  their  relpeciive  influences  to  retain  a 
chaos  rather  than  create  a  Conltitution  :  Acta  - 
Sfecf,  as  you  have  moft  generally  been,  by  eii~ 
omittances  merely  external, — compreiTed  at  prie 
time  into  fortuitous  union  by  the  iron  circle  cf 
Biitifh    domination. — at    another    time,     by    the 

}>:m.c  oi  invafion  and  fear  of  famine,  when  a 
bankrupt  merchant)}'  and  embarra  (Ted  gentry, 
tvtre  (tarve».l  into  the  common  caule  of  a  beg- 
gared People,  whom  Government  had  fini  pi } -  - 
1  ^td,  and  then  abandoned ; — at  the  prefent  time, 
jperhaps  impelled  chiefly  by  the  extraordinary 
events  that  have  taken  place  on  the  Continent, 
it  is  not  furpriung  that  your  real  character  is 
{Hi!,  in  a  great  meafure,  unknown  to  Europe, 
to  Britain,  and  even  to  yourl'eif.  It  is  not  fur- 
prifmg,  that  recollecting  the  paft,  we  fhculd  be 
anxious  about  the  future  5 — that  we  will  not  en- 
tirely confide  in  the  fugitive  ipienctor  cf  the  mo- 
ment, the  pairing  fpirit  of  the  people,  or  even 
the  miraculous  conversion  of  Parliament} — never, 
*— never  fatisfie'd  or  fecure,  until  we  iee  a  real 
Rf^K.feiitatioa    of   that   People   in   that   Parlia- 
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ment ;■— until  we  can  fee  Britain  and  Ireland 
connected  by  conftitution,  not  by  corruption,— 
by  equal,  not  by  ftrong  government  ; — until  we 
fee  Public  opinion,  or  the  Will  of  the  Nation, 
not  as  now,  afting  with  rude  and  intermittent 
mocks,  but  the  fettled  and  central  ballance  of 
the  political  order,  around  which,  without  ap- 
parent motion  in  itfelf,  the  different  branches  of 
the  Legiflature  may  revolve  with  the  filence  and 
regularity  of  the  planetery  fyftem. 

We  addrefs  your  underftanding, — the  common 
fenfe  of  the  common-weal,  and  we  aik  you,    is 
it  not  a  truth,  that  where  the  People  do  not 
participate  in  the  Legiflature,  by  a  delegation  of 
reprefentatives,    freely,     fairly,    and    frequently 
elecled,  there  can  be  no  public  liberty  ?  Is  it  not 
the  fact,  that  in  this  country  there  is  no  repre- 
ientative  Legiflature ;  becaufe  the  People  are  not 
reprefented  in  the  Legiflature,  and  have  no  part* 
nerfhip  in   the   Conftitution  ?   If  it   be  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Conftitution,    that  it  is   the  right  of 
every  commoner  in  this  realm  to  have  a  vote  in 
the    election    of    his    Reprefentative ;     and    that 
without  fuch  vote,  no  man  can  be  actually  re- 
prefented, it  is  our  wifh,  m  that  cafe,  to  reno- 
vate  that    conftitution,    and   to   revive    its    fuf. 
pended  animation,  by  giving  free  motion  and  full 
play    to    its    vital    principle.     If,    on    the    other 
hand,  the  conftitution  dots  not  fully   provide  for 
an   impartial   and  adequate  reprefentation  of  all 
the  People ;  if  it  be  more  exclufive  than  inclufive 
in  its  nature  ;   if  it  be  a  monopoly,  a  privilege, 
or  a  prerogative  j    in  that  cafe  is  our  defire  to 
alter  it  ;  for  what  is  the  Conftitution   to   us,  if 
we  are  as  nothing  to  the  Conftitution  ?    Is   tie 
Conftitution  made  for  you,  or  you  for  it  ?  If  the 
People  do  not  conftitute  a  part  of  it,  what  is  it 
to  them  more  than   the  ghoft  of  Alfred  j    and 
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what  are  principles  without  practice  which  they 
hear  and  read,  to  practice  without  principles 
which  they  fee  and  feel  ? 

The  people  of  Ireland  want  political  power  j 
i-— taxation  without  confent,  and  legiflation  with- 
out reprefentation,  is  not  a  partial  grievance,  or 
a  Catholic  grievance,  but  the  grievance  of  the 
nation.  The  elective  franchife  is  with-held  from 
all,  while  all  want  a  conftituency  in  the  consti- 
tution. The  disfranchised,  and  the  unfranchised;, 
the  unreprefented,  and  the  mifreprefented,  the 
Catholic  and  the  Preibyterian,  are  equally  under 
the  law,  and  out  of  the  conftitution  :  the  Pro- 
teftant,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  it,  and  the  Ca- 
tholic who  wifhes  to  have  it,  are  equally  inte- 
rested in  having  it  freej  for  the  truth  is,  that 
the  whole  community  wants  that  emancipation 
which  is  necefiary  to  a  Free  Government  j  we 
-can  give  no  truer  definition  of  Slavery,  than  that 
■  itate  in  which  men  are  governed  without  their 
confent,  and  no  better  defcription  of  freedom, 
than  that  not  only  thofe  who  make  the  law, 
mould  be  bound  by  the  law,  but  thofe  who  ans 
bound  by  the.  law  fliould  have  a  fliare  in  the 
making  it» 

Ail  Ireland  knows  and  feels  that  the  people 
arc  culled  from  their  own  conftitution,  and.  that 
in  a  Government  where  they  have  no  participa- 
tion, the  King  mult  become  a  defpot,  and  the 
Nation  a  llave.  Public  reafon  is  convinced,  and 
we  aiiert  with  the  confidence  of  conviclion,  that 
there  are  not  ioo  in  this  ifland,  inimical  to  a 
renovation  of- the  genuine  conftitution,  who  are 
not,  at  the  fame  time,  perfonally  interefted  in 
•the  continuance  of  its  corruptions  and  the  pro- 
longation of  its  abufes.  The  time  is  come  when 
the  Nation  muft  fpeak  for  the  Nation,  and  the. 
long   expecled  hour   of  redemption  approaches 
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perhaps  providentially  protracted,  until  the  unU 
verfal  voice  could  be  heard,  and  the  univerfal 
will  declared.  The  Nation  is  one  :  one  in 
body,  one  in  foul,  an  union  of  colours  in  a 
iingle  ray  of  truth  ;  and  the  fame  inextinguifliable 
principle  which  has  accomplished  many  bloodlefs 
revolutions  in  our  hiftory  j  the  peaceful  revolu- 
tion of  79,  which  gained  a  Free  Trade,  the 
peaceful  revolution  of  82,  which  gained  an  in- 
dependence of  right  to  Ireland  ;  will  confum- 
mate  her  imperfe£t  freedom,  with  equal  fafety, 
honor  and  tranquillity,  by  the  fame  means,  a 
conlHtutional  interpofition  of  the  people,  juftifi- 
abie  by  law,  reafon,  right"  and  expediency.  The 
honor  of  Ireland,  her  deareft  inteiefts,  prefent 
and  future,  the  intereft  of  her  land-holders,  and 
of  her  merchants,  her  commercial  credit,  her 
fbple  manufacture,  are  all  involved  in  the  pre- 
fent crilis,  and  urgently  call  upon  you  to  declare 
in  Convention,  your  wifh,  your  will,  and  your 
determination  j  that  the  Houle  of  Commons  may 
be  reltored  to  that  true  reprelentative  character 
which  would  regain  national  confidence,  moft  ef- 
fectually fupprefs  all  particular  alfocia/jons,  give 
vigour  to  Government,  and  reft  to  the  perturbed 
fpirit  of  the  people. 

O,  Ireland!  Irela"hd  !  country  to  which  we 
have  clung  in  all  our  misfortunes,  peifonal,  re- 
ligious, political;  for  whole  freedom  and  hap- 
pinefs  we  are  here  folemnly  united  ;  for  whom, 
as  a  fociety  we  live;  and  for  whom  as  men,  if 
hard  necefficy  commands  it,  we  are  ready  to  die  ; 
let  us  conjure  you  not  to  abufe  the  prefent  precious 
moment,  by  a  felf-extinguilhment,  by  a  credulous 
committal  of  your  judgment  and  fenfes  to  the  direc- 
tion of  others,  by  an  idle  and  ideot  gaze  on  what 
may  be  going  on  in  parliament.  In  receiving 
good  offices  from  all,  dhtinguifa  between  found 
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Hibernicifm  and  that  windy  patriotifm,  which  is 
now  puffing  and  blowing  in   the  race  of  popula- 
rity.    Truft  as  little  to   your  friends  as  to  your 
enemies  in  a  matter  where  you  can  acl:  only  by 
yourfelves.     The  will  of  the  Nation  muft  be  de- 
clared before  any  Reform  ought  to  take  place. 
It  is  not  therefore  any  clafs  however  numerous, 
any  fociety   however   refpectable,    any   fuhaltern 
affembly    that  have   either  right   or  competency 
to  exprefs  that  authoritative  will.     Nothing  leis 
than  the  people  can  fpeak  for  the  people.     This 
'competency  relides  not  in  a  few  freeholders  fhiver- 
ing  in  the  corner  of  a  county  hall,  but  only  in 
the  whole  community  reprefented  in  each  coun- 
ty, (as  at  prefent  in  Antrim,)  by  parochial  de- 
legation, and  then  from  each  county  by  baronial 
delegation,  to  provincial  conventions,  the  union 
of  which  muft  form  the  aweful  will  of  the  people 
of  Ireland.     Let  us  therefore   conclude,  by  con- 
juring the  county  meetings   now   affembling   to 
follow  the  example  of  Ulfter,  and  by  appointing 
delegates  to  a  Convention  of  their  refpeftive  pro^- 
vinces,  to  unite  their  fcattered  and  infu'lated- wills 
into  one  nlomentous   mafs,  which  may  have  au- 
thority fufficient  to  make  a  declaration  of  rights 
in  behalf  of  the  Nation.     Then  will  the  Sove- 
reign   gracioufly  interpofe  on  the  petition  of  all 
the  people  ;  the  reality  as   well  as  form   of  good 
Government  will  be   eftablifhed  j    the  juftice  of. 
the  conftitution  vindicated  j    and  when  all  this 
complicated  fyftem  of  national  fervitude  and  per- 
fonal  oppreffion,  of  perverted  principle,  and  bafe 
practice,  mall  be   done  away,  men  fhall  exceed- 
ingly wonder  how  a  Nation  that  boafted  of  a  free 
conftitution,    and    the    benignity    of    its    Jaws, 
could  have  fuffered  itfelf   to  be  loaded  fo  long 
with  a  burthen  fo  grievous  and  infupportable, 
D 
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February,  io,    I  7-9.5. 

tJNITEB  IRISHMEN  of  DUBLIN. 

Hon.   SIMON  BUTLER,    Chairman. 
OLIVER  BOND,  Stereiary. 

Ajt  a  Meeting  fpecially  convened  to  receive  the 
report  o£  the  Committee  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  tendency  of  the  war  with  France,— 
of  the  railing  ot  the  Militia,-— and  of  the 
bill  now  pending  in  Parliament,  for  prevent- 
ing the  importation  ot  Arms  and  Gnu-pow- 
der into  this  Kingdom,  and  the  removiag 
and  keeping  of  Gun -powder  without  li- 
cence, 

The  following  Report-  nuas  received  and  c.dctied : 

1  HAT  whatever  pretexts  may  he  held  our,. 
the  real  objects  of  the  war  about  to  'be  declared 
againft  France,  appear  to  this  Society  to  be  not 
merely  to  punifh  crimes,  but  to  persecute  princi- 
ples j  not  merely  to  protect  the  allies  of  thde 
kingdoms,  but  to  produce  a  counter-revolution 
in  France  ;  not  merely  to  check  the  prcgreis  of 
republicanilm  in  Great-Britain  and  Ireland,  but 
to  iiop  theprogreis  or"  liberty  throughout  Europe  ; 
and  tiiis  Society  is  convinced,  that  this  war  would 
never  be  carried  on,  if  it  did  not  tend  to  effectuate 
a  treaty,  or  rather  a  confpiracy,  entered  into  by 
tyrants  and  abettors  of  tyranny,  when  France 
had  committed  no  crime,  unlets  the  emancipation 
of  34  millions  of  men  be  one. 

That  it  appear*  to  this  Society,  that  a  war, 
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which  rtiuft  be  chiefly  waged  at  fea,  and  whkhy 
however  fuccefsful,  can  fcarcely  be  maintained 
except  to  the  ruin  of  commerce,  W  peculiarly 
dangerous  to  this  ifland,  the  profperity  of*  whit!fc 
depends  almoft  entirely  upon  its  trade,  and  thfe- 
commercial  credit  and  confidence  of  which,  havfe- 
already  been  infidioufly  fhaken  to  a  degree  which, 
every  merchant  and  trader  feels,  and  which  f^e- 
ral  of  its  infant  manufactures  have  laments; In- 
experienced. 

That  this  Society  firmly  attached  from  ferious 
deliberation  and  conviction  to  a  reform  in  the 
reprefentation  of  the  people  in  parliament,  and; 
to  a  government  by  king,  lords  and  common*,, 
cannot  but  come  forward  publicly  to  exprefs  its. 
difapprobation  and  forroW  at  a  war,  the  tendency* 
of  which,  if  fuccefsful,  muft  be  to  perpetuate? 
inveterate  abufes>  and  if  unfortunate,  may  lead? 
to  the  eftablifhing  of  fyftems  of  government  un~ 
tried  in  this  country,  and  the  apprehenfion  or 
which,  is  alledged  as  a  principal  reafon  for  en~< 
gaging  in  hofcility. 

That  it  appears  to  this  Society,  not  only  inex- 
pedient, but  an  infatuation  amounting  almoft  tt» 
madnei's,  to  fubject  Ireland,  labouring  under 
grievances  hardly  fubmitted  to  in  time  of  peace, 
to  the  invafion  of  men,  who  profefs  to  carry  along 
with  them  "  not  fire  and  fword  but  liberty. ,v. 
And  if  a  war  with  France  be  in  truth  unavoidable* 
a  redrefs  of  thofe  grievances,  more  peculiarly  by- 
a  total  emancipation  of  the  Catholics,  and  by  A 
radical  reform  in  parliament,  ought  to  be  conii  ; 
dered  as  an  indliptniible  preliminary  * 

That  it  appears  to  this  Society,  that  the  ten- 
dency of  railing  the  militia  in  this  kingdom,  is  to 
inveft  an  ever-grafping  adminiftration  with  an. 
enormous  and  alarming  patronage,  to  extend  its 
influence  wide  beyond  the  walls  of  parliament,, 
Dz 
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and  to  diffufe  corruption  through  all  claflcs  of  the 
people. 

That  it  has  alfo  another  afflicting  tendency, 
naniely,  to  reprefs,  and  if  poilible,  to  deftroy  the 
Volunteer  inftitution,  by  which  this  ifland  was 
once  before  defended  in  time  of  war,  and  to 
which  we  again  look,  almoft  exclufively,  for  the 
protection  of  ourfelves  and  of  our  conftitution,  in 
the  awful  crifis  that  awaits  us. 

That  it  appears  to  be  intended  by  the  bill  now 
depending  in  parliament,  entitled,  "  a  bill  to 
"  prevent  the  importation  of  arms  and  gun-  , 
"  powder  into  this  kingdom,  and  the  removing 
"  and  keeping  of  gun-powder  without  licence," 
to.  prohibit  the  importation  into  this  country  of 
arms,  ammunition,  gun-powder  or  military  ftores, 
by  any  of  his  Majefty's  fubjects,  under  the  penal- 
ty of  forfeiture  of  the  fame,  and  alfo  of  the  fum 
of  £500  :  a  precaution  which  cannot  but  appear 
extremely  fingular  at  the  commencement  of  a  war  j 
a  period,  when  it  is  the  ufual  policy  of  ftates  to 
encourage  the  importation  of  all  articles  necefiary 
or  defence,  and  to  difcourage.  their  exportation  j 
and  the  only  exception  to  this  extraordinary  pro- 
hibition, is  a  particular  and  fpecial  licence, 
difficult  to  be  obtained,  and  which  may  be  re- 
fufed. 

2"hat  it  appears  to  this  Society,  that  the  palpa- 
ble tendency  of  this  bill  is  to  enact,  as  againji 
the  -whole  body  of  the  people,  the  rigour  of  that 
penal  code,  reipeCting  the  keeping  and  ufing  of 
arms,  which  it  is  profefTed,  is  intended  to  be 
partially  repealed,  as  in  favour  of  the  Catho- 
lics. 

That  in  order  to  carry  this  into  effect,  it  is 
intended  by  this  bill  to  enact,  that  no  peribn 
fh.all  remove  from  any  part  of  this  kingdom,  to 
any  other  part  of  this  kingdom,  any   arms,  am- 
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munition,  gun-powder  or  military  floret,  with* 
out  a  fpecial  and  particular  licence,  under  ths 
penalty    of    a    forfeiture  of    the    fame,   and  of 

That  this  Society  is  not  aware  what  interpre- 
tation will  hereafter  be  put  upon  the  words  "  front 
*(  any  part  of  this  kingdom  to  any  other  part 
**  of  this  kingdom,"  as  that  may  depend  upon 
the  charge  of  a  corrupt  judge,  or"  the  verdict 
of  a  packed  jury  ;  but  in  ftriclnefs  of  conftruc- 
tion,  no  man  will  be  warranted,  under  this  bill, 
to  remove  his  firelock  from  his  city  to  his  country" 
refidence,  or  even  perhaps  from  one  chamber  to 
another,  or  to  take  it  down  from  his  chimney 
and  fire  it  at  a  houfe-breaker,  without  a  fpecial 
licence. 

That  by  this  bill  it  is  intended  to  inflict  on  each 
act  (which  it  conftitutes  a  crime  without  consider- 
ing the  intention  of  the  agent)  at  leaft  the  penalty 
of  £500,  paying  no  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
act,  or  the  fituation  and  circumftances  of  the  party, 
and  which,  in  its  execution,  will  to  a  largs 
majority  of  the  Ration  amount  to  perpetual  impri" 
jbnmenf 

That  by  this  bill  it  appears  intended  to  empow- 
er every  juftice  of  peace,  without  information 
upon  oath,  at  his  difcretion,  whenever  he  may 
think  proper,  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night, 
forceabiy  to  enter  and  to  fearch  the  houfe.  of  arty 
of  his  Majefty's  fubjecls. 

That  according  to  the  provifions  of  this  bill, 
it  may  not  be  in  his  Majerly's  clemency  to  remit 
the  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurred  under  it,  in 
as  mnch  as  any  common  informer  may  fue  for  the 
fame. 

That  this  Society  cannot  be  much  confoled  by 
reading  that  this  bill  is  to  expire  at  the'  end  of 
the  next  ieilion   of  parliament  after   the  xlt.  of 
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January  1 794,  when  it  refle&s,  that  many  of  the 
pppreflive  acls,  which  ftill  continue  to  difgrace 
<>ur  ftatute-book,  had  their  commencements  as 
temporary  taws,  and  were  ever  afterwards  moft 
ihamefully  fuffered  to  receive  their  continuances 
in  filence. 

That  although  this  bill  is  pretended  to  be 
pounded  on  the  late  tumultuous  rifings  in  fome 
parts  of  this  kingdom,  and  the  clandestine  im- 
portation and  fecret  keeping  of  arms,  ammuniti- 
on, gun-powder  and  military  ftores,  its  conceal- 
ed but  direcl  objecl  appears  to  this  Society  to  be, 
like  the  militia  bill,  to  put  down  the  Volunteers 
of  Ireland,  by  rendering  their  array  utterly  im- 
practicable. 

That  this  Society  would  recommend  it  to  cer- 
tain members  of  parliament,  who  call  themfelves 
Patriots,  becaufe  they  are  in  Oppofition,  to 
watch  oyer  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  if  they 
have  not  endeavoured  to  prevent  its  being  involv- 
ed in  a  war  which  muft  be  ruinous  to  its  commerce, 
and  may  probably  prove  deftrjuclive  either  of  its 
liberty  or  of  its  conftitution  ;  at  lead:  to  protect 
it  from  a  militia,  calculated,  while  it  Strengthens 
the  fcanding  vice  cf  our  government,  fo^overbear 
the  faviours  of  their  country,  and  to  avert  from 
it  the  grievous  oppreilions  or  a  bill,  which  con- 
travenes every  principle  of  pena!  law,  and  which 
for  atrocity  is  Scarcely  paralelled  even  by  any  of 
the  Statutes  enacled  againSt  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land. And  this  Society  would  Submit  to  thofe 
gentlemen,  whether  by  fo  doing  they  will  not 
better  fuifii  their  duty  to  their  constituents,  and 
better  fave  themfeives  from  becoming  Subjects  of 
dupery  and  derifi  m  to  their  enemies,  and  of  me- 
lancholy pity  to  their  friends,  than  by  calumnia* 
tin"  an  institution,  the  objects  of  which  are  more 
upiiglit  and  constitutional  than  even  the  principles 
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they  frofefs  to  maintain,  and  the  members  of 
which  are  not  chargeable  with  any  tergiverfation 
of  conduft. 


Friday,  March   ijl,   1 793. 

HOUSE     of     LORDS. 

X  HE  Hon.  Simon  Butler  and  Mr.  Oliver 
Bond  appeared  at  the  Bar  in  pursuance  of  their 
i'ummonfes. 

Lord  Mount]  oy  propofed,  that  the  following 
paper,  which  he  had  read  on  the  night  preceding, 
and  which  had  the  names  of  the  perfons  at  the 
bar  prefixed  to  it,  fhould  be  fubmitced  to  their 
inflection. 

"   Xtfb   February,    3793. 

"  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of  DUBLIN. 

"  Hon*  SIMON  BUTLER,    Chairman. 

"  OLIVER  BOND,  Secretary, 

<{  WHEN  a  Commitfe  of  Secrecy  was  firft  ap- 
pointed by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  enquire  into 
the  caufes  of  the  rifings  in  certain  counties  of 
this  kingdom  j  although  this  Society  Well  forefaw 
the  danger  of  abufe,  to  which  fuch  an  inftitution 
was  fubjecl:,  yet  it  was  retrained  from  exprelling 
that  opinion  by  the  utility  of  the  prof cj/ed  object, 
and  by  the  hope,  that  the  prefence  and  advice  of 
the  two -firft  judicial  Officers  of  this  .country, 
would  prevent  that  Committee  from  doing  thole 
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illegal  afts>  which  lefs  informed  men  might  In 
fuch  a  fitoation  commit. 

"  But  fince  it  has  thought  fit  to  change  itfelf* 
from  a  Committee  to  enquire  into  the  niings  in 
certain  counties  of  this  kingdom,  into  an  Inqui- 
sition, to  Scrutinize  the  private  principles  and 
iecret  thoughts  of  individuals  ;  fince  it  has  not. 
confined  itleff  to  Simple  enquiries  and  voluntary 
informations,  but  has  afTumed  the  right,  and  ex- 
ercifed  the  power  of  compelling  attendance,  and 
enforcing  anfwers  upon  oath  to  perfonal  inter- 
rogatories,  tending  to  criminate  the  party  exa- 
mined :  fince  its  refearches  are  not  confined  to 
the  profefied  purpofes  of  its  institution,  but  di- 
rected principally  to  the  difcovery  of  evidence  in 
fupport  of  profecutions  heretofore  commenced,  and 
utterly  unconnected  with  the  caufe  of  the  tu- 
mults it  was  appointed  to  inveftigate;  fince  in  its 
proceedings  it  has  violated  well  afcertained  prin- 
ciples of  law,  this  Society  feels  iffelf  compelled 
to  warn  the  public  mind,  and  point  the  public 
attention  to  the  following  obfervations  : 

"  That  the  Houfe  of  Lords  can  aft  only  in  a 
Legislative  or  Judicial  capacity. 

"  That  in  it's  Legislative  capacity^it  has  no 
authority  to  administer  an  oath. 

"  That  in  it's  Judicial  capacity  it  has  a  right 
to  admin ifter  an  oath  ;  bu' that  capacity  extends 
only  to  error  and  appeal,  except  in  cafes  cf  im- 
peachment and  trial  of  a  peer,  in  which  alone 
the  Houfe  of  Loipls  exerciles  an  original  jurif- 
thftion. 

'*'  That  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  as  a  Court,  has 
no  rignt  to  aft  by  delegation. 

That  the  Committee  cf  Secrecy  poffefTes  no 
authority,  but  what  it  derives  by  delegation  from 
the  Houie  of  Lords. 
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"  That  as  the  Houfe  of  Lords  does  not  pof- 
ieft  jurifdiclion  in  the  fubjecl:  matter  referred  to 
the  Committee  j  and  as,  even  if  it  did,  it  could 
not  delegate  the  fame,  it  neceffarily  follows,  that 
the  Committee  has  not  judicial  authority,  and 
cannot  adminifter  an  oath. 

"  That  even  if  the  Committee  of  Secrecy 
afted  as  a  Court,  it's  proceedings  ought  not  to  be 
fecret. 

"  That  no  court  has  a  right  to  exhibit  per- 
fonal  interrogatories  upon  oath,  the  anfwers  to 
which  may  criminate  the  party  examined,  except 
at  the  defire  of  the  party,  and  with  a  view  to 
purge  him  from  a  contempt. 

•  f  i.  That  it  was  the  principal  vice  of  the  Courts 
of  High  Commiffion  and  Star  Chamber,  to  exa- 
mine upon  perfonal  interrogatories  to  convicl:  the 
party  examined ;  and  that  thofe  courts  were 
abolifhed,  becaufe  their  proceedings  were  illegal, 
iiHconflitutional  and  oppreJJi<ve." 

This  paper  was  accordingly  delivered  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Butler,  by  the  Gentleman  Ufher 
—after  he  had  feen  it,  he  was  afked  by  Lord 
Mountjoy?  if  that  paper,  bearing  his  name,  was 
printed  by  his  directions  or  authority  ? 

Mr.  Butler  faid,  that  the  paper  contained  a 
Declaration  of  the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  of 
the  City  of  Dublin,  and  bore  date  the  24th  Fe- 
bruary, J  79 3, that  he  prelided  at  the  Meet- 
ing  that  as  Chairman  he  put  the  queftion  on 

the  feveral  paragraphs,  according  as  they  were 
banded  to  him  by  the  Committee  which  had  been 

appointed  to  prepare  them, that  he  was  then, 

and  is  ftill  fatisfied,  that  every  paragraph  of  that 
declaration  was  agreeable  to  law,  and  the  prin-. 
ciples  of  the  constitution. 
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Lord  Motttitjvy  faid,  that  Mr.  Butler  Had  not 
yet  anfwered,  whether  ht  authorized  the  publi- 
cation ? 

Mr.  Butler  replied,  that  he  meant  to  give  the 
fuHeft  information  on  the  fubjeft,  he  did  au- 
thorize the  publication,  he  authorized  it  in  com* 
mon  with  every  individual  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Bond  was  then  interrogated- -he  Was 

afked  whether  he  had  figned  the  paper, — he  re* 
plied  that  neither  he  nor  Mr.  Butler  had  figned 
the  paper. — The  refolutions  of  this  Society  are 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Correfpondence  for 
publication. — The  Committee  caufe  the  names  of 
the  Chairman  and  Secretary  to  be  prefixed  to 
every  publication. — That  as  Secretary  he  deli- 
vered this  declaration  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
refpondence.  And,  on  being  afked,  by  Lord 

Clonmell,  whether  he  delivered  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  purpofe  of  publication,  and  whe- 
ther he  thereby  authorized  the  publication,  he  re- 
plied in  the  affirmative. 

Lord  Chancellor  then  afked  Mr.  Butler,  whe- 
ther he  had  any  thing  further  to  add.— Mr. 
Butler  faid,  that  he  attended  to  anfwer  qneftions, 
that  if  his  Lordfhip  had  any  queftions,  to  afk, 
he  (Mr.  Butler)  was  ready  to  anfwer. 

Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Bond  were  ordered  to 
withdraw,  but  not  to  leave  the  Houfe. 

They  were  fhortly  afcerwarus  again  ordered  to 
the  Bar,  and  the  following  reiblutions,  agreed 
to  by  the  Houfe  in  their  abfence,  having  been 
read,  viz. 

"  That  the  faid  paper  was  a  falfe,  fcandalous, 
and  feditious  libel;  a  high  breach  of  the  privi- 
leges of  this  Houie,  tending  to  difturb  the  public 
peace,  and  queitioning  the  authority  of  this 
High  Court  or  Parliament."' 
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"  That  Simon  Butler  and  Oliver  Bond  having 
con  ft:  fled'  that  they  had  authorized  the  fame  to  be 
printed,,  mould  be  taken  into  cuftody." 

They  were  committed  to  the  cuftody  of  the 
Gentleman  Uiher — and  ordered  to  withdraw  in 
fuch  cuftody. 

In  fome  time  afterwards  they  were  brought 
to  the  Bar  in  cuftody  of  the  Gentleman  Uftier. 

The  Lord  Chancellory  after  reciting  the  fore- 
going refolutions,  fpoke  to  the  following  pur- 
port :  '-  Simon  Butkr  and  Oliver  Bond,  you 
were  called  to  the  Bar  to  anfwer  for  a  libel  on 
this  High  Court  of  Parliament, — you  have  con- 
fefTed  that  fuch  libel,  which  for  its  prefumption, 
ignorance  and  mifchievous  tendency  is  unprece- 
dented, was  printed  by  your  authority you, 

Sunon  Butler,  cannot  plead  ignorance  in  extenu- 
ation— your  noble  birth,  your  education,  the  ho- 
nourable profeffion  to  which  you  belong,  his  Ma- 
jeliy's  gown  which  you  wear,  and  to  which  you 
now  itand  a  difgrace,  gave  you  the  advantages  of 
knowledge,  and  areftrongcircumftances  of  aggrava- 
tion ot  your  guilt. — It  remains  for  me  to  pronounce 
the  Judgment  of  the  Houfe,  which  is,  that  you, 
Simon  Butler  and  Oliver  Bond,  be  i-mprifoned 
Six  Months  in  the  gaol  of  Newgate  ;  that  each, 
of  you  pay  a  fine  to  the  K'»ng  of  £500,  and  that 
you  are  not  to  be  difcharged  from  your  confine- 
ment till  fuch  fine  be  paid.'''' 

They  were  then  taken  from  the  Bar,  and  in  a 
ihert  time  after,  conveyed  in  a  Coach  to  New- 
gate, under  the  efcort  of  50  or  60  Soldiers  an^ 
directions  of  Alderman  Warren* 
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March  iji,  1793. 
AT   A    FULL    MEETING    OF    THE    SOCIETY 

of  UNITED  IRISHMEN. 

BEAUCHAMP  BAGENALL  HARFET, 
in  the   Chair, 

THOMAS  RUSSELL,  Secretary. 

RESOLVED    UNANIMOUSLY, 

JL  HAT  a  Deputation  of  five  do  wait,  as 
early  as  poffible,  on  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler, 
and  Mr.  Oliver  Bond,  to  exprefs  the  feelings 
of  this  Society  as  Men,  as  Citizens,  and  as 
United  Iriihmen  on  the  events  of  this  day,  to 
teftify  our  warmeft  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  their 
dignified  and  magnanimous  avowal  of  the  Reso- 
lutions of  this  Society  before  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
and  to  pledge  to  them  our  lives,  our  ^fortunes, 
and  our  lacred  honour,  that  we  will  never  forfake 
our  Officers,  nor  abandon  the  poft  of  legal  and 
conftitutional  Principle  which  we  and  our  Offi- 
cers have  hitherto  maintained,  unfhaken,  unfe- 
duced  and  unterrified. 
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Newgate,  March  2,   1 795. 

The  Deputation  having  waited  on  Mr.  Butler. 
and  Mr.  Bond,  they  returned  the  following 
Anfwer  to  the  Society. 


GENTLEMEN, 


w. 


E  received  with  pride  your  approbation  of 
our  conduft — Our  caui'e  is  honourable  and  juft. 
Whatever  precedents  maybe  adduced  from  EngHJb 
Journals  in  times  antecedent  to  the  Revolution  and 
the  Bill  of  Rights,  our  fufferings,  unexampled 
for  feverity,  are  unprecedented  in  this  Kingdom, 
unwarranted  by  Law  Jand  inconfiftent  with  the 
principles  of  the  Conftitution.  We  will,  how- 
ever, bear  them  with  fortitude  j  and  entertain 
the  fanguine  hopes  that  as  we  have  been  the  firft, 
fo  we  may  be  the  laft  Victims  of  Arbitrary  power 
in  this  Nation. 

SIMON   BUTLER. 
OLIVER   BOND. 


E 
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March  3,   tf$p 

the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 

D    U    B    L    I     N. 

to  the  PEOPLE  of  IRELAND.' 

BEAUCHAMP  BAGENALL  BARRET? 

Chairman. 


THOMAS  RUSSELL,  Secretary, 


w 


E  have  often  addreffed  you  in  your  caufe  ;: 
fuiffer  us  for  once,  to  ad'.irefs  you  in  our  o-zvn-. 
Two  of  the  officers  of  our  Society  have  been 
thrown  into  a  common  prifon,  for  the  discharge 
of  their  duty: —a  procedure  fo  extraordinary, 
demands  that  we  ihould  lay  before  you  the  whok 
of  that  con  duel:  which  has  brought  upon  the  So- 
ciety id  ftrong  an  exertion  of  power* 

The  Society  of  United  Irishmen  was  formed  h\ 
November,  1791.  Their  principles,  their  mo- 
tives, and  their  objects,  were  fet  forth  in  their 
Declaration  and  their  Tell.  At  that  period  iher 
f-mit  of  this  nation  was  at  the  loweft  ebb  ;  the 
great  religious  feels  were  difimited,  the  Protef- 
ta'nts  were  diiheartened  and  funk  by  the  memo- 
rable defeat  of  their  Convention  in  1783  ;  the 
Catholics,  without  allies  or  fupportersj  accuf- 
tomed  to  led;  to  adminiftration  alone  for  relief, 
dbrea  fcarcely  afpire  to  hope  for  the  loweft  degred 
of  emancipation,  and  even  that  hope  was  iepij.. 
led  with  contumely  and  difdain  j— udminillration 
was  omnipotent,  opposition  was  feeble2  and  the 
people  were— nothing. 
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Such  was  the  fituation  of  Ireland,  when  in 
Belfaft  and  in  Dublin  two  fccieties  were  formed, 
for  the  purpofe  of  effectuating  an  union  of  the  re- 
ligious feels,  and  a  parliamentary  reform.  From 
the  inftant  of  their  formation  a  new  aera  com- 
menced :  the  public  has  been  rouzed  from  their 
ihipor,  the  ancient  energy  of  the  land  is  again 
called  forth,  and  the  people  feem  determined,  in 
the  fpirit  of  82,  to  demand  and  to  obtain  their 
long  loft  rights. 

The  ftrft  meafure  of  the  United  Irifhmen  was, 
a  declaration  in  favour  of  a  full  and  complete 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics. — What  was  the 
confequence?  The  moment  that  great  and  op- 
prefTed  body  faw  itfelf  fupported  by  a  fmgle  ally, 
they  fpurned  the  vile  Subjection  in  which  they 
had  been  fo  long  held,  and  with  the  heavy  yoke 
of  the  Penal  Laws  yet  hanging  on  their  necks, 
they  fummoned  their  reprefentatives  from  the 
four  provinces  of  the  kingdom,  and  with  the  de- 
termined voice  of  millions  they  called  upon  their 
Sovereign  for  a  total  abolition  of  that  abominable 
and  bloody  code  :  a  code,  the  extent  and  feverity 
©f  which  *was  furl  made  known  by  a  report  let 
forth  by  this  Society,  and  compiled  by  the  know<- 
ledge  and  indulfry  of  that  man,  who  is-  now  the 
viclim  of  his  dilinterefted  patriotism,  and  who  in 
publishing  to  the  world  the  abominations  of  in- 
tolerance, bigotry,  and  perfecution,  has  com- 
mitted a  fin  againft  corruption  which  can  never 
be  forgiven. 

if  ihe  knowledge  of  that  penal  code  has  beer^ 
ufeful,  if  the  complete  union  of  the  religious 
feels  has  been  beneficial,  if  the  emancipation  of 
Catholics  be  good  for  Ireland,  then  may  this  So- 
ciety claim  Some  merit,  and  lbme  Support,  from 
their  countrymen. 
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In  1791,  there  was  not  a  body  of  Men  in  Ire- 
land that  ventured  to  fpeak,  or  fcarce  to  think, 
of  reform.  The  utmoft  length  that  patriots  of 
that  day  went,  was  to  attack  a  few  of  the  out- 
. works  of  corruption — the  Societies  of  United 
Irifhmen  ftormed  her  in  the  citadel.  They  did 
not  fritter  down  the  public  fpirit,  or  diffract,  the 
public  attention,  by  a  variety  of  petty  meafures; 
they  were  not  afraid  to  clip  the  wings  of  pecu- 
lation too  clofe,  or  to  cut  up  the  trade  of  parli- 
ament by  the  roots  : — They  demanded  a  parlia- 
mentary reform;  and  what  has  been  the  confe- 
quence?  The  cry  has  been  re-echoed  from  county 
to  county,  and  from  province  to  province,  till 
every  honeft  man  in  the  nation  has  become  ardent 
in  the  purfuit  ;  and  even  the  tardy  and  lingering 
juftice  of  parliament  has  been  forced  into  a  re- 
cognition of  the  principle.  If  then  reform  be 
good  for  Ireland,  this  Society,  which  firft  re- 
newed the  purfuit  of  that  great  obje6l,  may 
claim  fome  merit,  and  fome  fupport  from  their 
countrymen. 

At  the  opening  of  this  feffion  £very  man 
thought  that  the  unanimous  wifh  of  the  nation 
on  the  two  great  queftions  muft  be  gratified  : — 
that  the  Catholics  mull  be  completely  emanci- 
pated, and  a  radical  reform  in  parliament  effec- 
tuated ;  but  this  delufion  was  foon  removed.  It 
was  fuddenly  difcovered,  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
have  ajlrong  Go<vern?nent  in  Ireland  ;  a  war  was 
declared  againft  France,  ruinous  to  the  riling 
^profperity  of  this  country ;  zo,ooo  regular  troops, 
and  16,000  militia,  were  voted,  and  the  famous 
Gun-powder  Bill  paffed,  by  the  unanimous  con- 
ient  of  fill  parties  in  parliament ;  the  Society  of 
United  Irifhmen,  a  vigilant  centinel  for  the 
public  good,  warned  their  countrymen  of  the 
danger  impending   over   their  liberty  and  their 
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commerce ;    they  knew  in   doing   fo   they  were 
exposing  them  Selves  to  the  fury  of  government, 
but   they   disregarded    their  own   private   Safety 
when  the  good  of   their  country  was    at  Stake. 
They  could  not  hope  to  flop  thefe  meaSures,  for 
they   had  no  power,    but  what  they  could  they 
did,    they   lodged    their   folemn    proteSt    againft 
them,    before  the  great   tribunal  of  the   nation. 
In  the  progreSs  of  the  prefent  feflion,  it  wa» 
thought  neceffary  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  eSta- 
bhSh  a  Secret  Committee,  to  investigate  the  caufe 
of  the  disturbances  now  existing  in  a  few  coun- 
ties in   this  kingdom.     The  examination  of  fe- 
deral  individuals  having  tranfpired,  the   Society 
of  United  Irishmen  felt  it  their  duty  to  Step  for- 
ward  again,    and   to   give    fuch   information    to 
their  countrymen  as  might  be  neceffary  for  their 
guidance. — They   dated   a  few  plain  principles, 
which  they  did  then  and  do  now  conceive  to  be 
found  confiitutional  la=iv .     But  now  the  megilire  of 
their  offences  was  full,    and  the  heavy  hand  of 
power  fo  long  with-held,  was   to  fall  with  treble 
weight  upon  their  heads. — Their  chairman,  the 
Hon.    Simon  Butler,    and   their   fecretary,    Mr. 
Oliver  Bond,  were  Summoned  before  the  Houfe 
*>f  Lords  jthey  were  called  upon  to  avow  or  diSavow 
the  publication  j  they  avowed  it   at  once  with  the 
fpirit  and  magnanimity  of  men  who  deferved  to 
be  free  :  for  this  they  have  been  Sentenced,  with 
a  Severity  unexampled  in   the  parliamentary  an- 
nals of  this   country,  to  be  imprilbned   in  New- 
gate for  Six  Months,  and  to  pay  a  fine  of  £500. 
each  and  to  remain  in  prifon  until  the  Said  fines 
be  paid.     By  this   Sentence,  two  gentlemen,  one 
of  noble  birth,  of  great  talents,  and  elevated  Situa- 
tion in  an  honourable  profeffion  ;  the  other,  a  mer- 
chant of  the  faireft  character,  the  higheft  refpefra-- 
"biiity,  and  in  great  and  extenSive  buimefs,  are  torn 
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away  from  their  families  and  connections,  carried 
through  the  ftreets  with  a  military  guard,  and 
plunged  like  felons  into  the  common  Gaol, 
where  they  are  at  this  inftant  confined  among 
the  vileft  malefactors,  the  drofs  aud  refufe  of 
the  earth,  and  this  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced BY  A  BODY,  WHO  ARE  AT  ONCE 
JUDGES  AND  PARTIES,'  WHO  MEASURE  THE 
OFFENCE,  PROPORTION  THE  PUNISHMENT, 
AND  FROM  WHOSE  SENTENCE  THERE  LIES  NO 
APPEAL. 

We  do  not  mention  here  criminal  profecution/s 
inftituted  againft  feveral  of  our  members  in  the 
courts  of  law  for  publishing  and  diftributing  our 
addrefs  to  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland  ;  refpect  for 
the  exifting  laws  of  our  country,  impofes  upon, 
us  a  filence  which  no  provocation  fhall  induce  us 
to  break,  we  know  when  juries  intervene, 

THAT    JUSTICE    WILL    BE    DONE. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  Society,  and  fuch 
are  the  enormities  which  have  drawn  upon  them 
the  perfecution  upon  which  they  now  labour. 
Their  prime  offence  is  their  devoted  attachment 
to  reform ;  an  attachment,  which  in  the  eyes  of 
a  bad  adminiftration  includes  all  political  fin  j 
their  next  offence,  is  an  ardent  wifh  for  a  com- 
plete and  total,  not  a  partial  and  illufory*  eman- 
cipation of  the  Catholics.  Their  next  offence  is 
having  publifhed  a  fhong  cenfure  on  the  impend- 
ing ruinous  war,  on  the  militia  and  gun-powder 
aclsj  and  finally,  the  crowning  offence  for  which 
their  officers  now  lie  in  gaol,  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  is  having  inftrucled  their  coun- 
trymen in  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  law  of 
the  land,  for  the  guidance  of  thofe  who  might 
be  furnmoned  before  the  Secret  Committee. 

The  Society  now  Submits  to  their  countrymen 
p,  few  plain  fa£ts  : — The  war  has  been  approved 
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by  Parliament-  j  36,000  men  have  been  \rotcd— 1 
to  be  employed  in  Ireland;  the  Gun-powder  Bill 
is  pafled;  the  Volunteers  of  Dublin  have  been 
infulted  ;  their  artillery  has  been  feized  ;  fpldiers 
hourly  are  Teen- with  a  Police  Magiftrate  at  their 
head  parading  the  Itreets,  entering  and  fearching 
the  houfes  of  Citizens  for  arms  ;  and  finally, 
the  officers  of  the  only  Society  which  had  fpirit  to 
obferve  on  thofe  proceedings,  are  feized  and* 
thrown  into  prifon.  This  is  what  has  been  done, 
we  will  add  what  has  not  been  donej  a  complete 
emancipation  of  the  Catholics  has  not  been  grant- 
ed, and  a  reform  in  Parliament  has  not  been  ac« 
complifhed. 

We  have  now  fubmitted  to  our  country  the 
whole  of  our  prefent  fituation  j  v/ith  that  coun- 
try it  refts  to  decide  upon  our  con  duel  j  if  they 
approve  it,  to  teftify  their  approbation  5  if  they 
condemn  it,  to  exprefs  that  condemnation.  The 
mode  of  doing  the  one  or  the  other  is  obvious. 
In  one  province  the  people  have  already  orga-* 
fuzed  fhemfelves,  and  declared  their  political 
creed.  Bet  the  other  provinces  follow  their  ex- 
ample. Let  the  National  Convention  then  alfem- 
ble  and  pronounce  the  National  wiliSi  That  will 
mull  have  its  due  weight. 

We  may  be  after  all  wrong  5  our  ardency  in  pur? 
iuit  of  conftkutional  liberty  may  be  fuch  as  our 
coiiL.rymen  have  not  yet  fpirit  to  follow;  in  tha£ 
cafe  we  mull  d  efifr,  but  we  mall  defift,  not  from  con- 
viclion,  but  from  defpair.  If  Irifhmen  do  not  wifh. 
to  fee  Catholics  completely  free  ;  if  they  deilre  the 
continuance  of  inveterate  abufe  ami  corruption ; 
if  they  dread  a  reform  in  the  reprefen ration  of 
the  people ;  if  they  wifh  to  behold  an  ir.ftitution, 
once  the  pride  and  boaft  of  Ireland,  infulted, 
degraded,  and  plundered  of  their  arms  ;  if  they 
are  content  to  fee  men  who  have  the  fpirit  to  ilep 
E  4. 
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forward  and  aflert  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
their  country,  dragged  away  like  felons,  and 
thrown  into  the  common  gaol,  —  then  is  this 
Society  wrong  in  its  purfuits  and  in  its  prac- 
tice.—We  have  no  right  to  agitate  with  no- 
tions of  liberty,  now  perhaps  obfolete,  a  land 
which  is  determined  to  remain  funk  in  the  le- 
thargy of  corruption ;  it  is  our  principle,  that 
if  a  nation  wills  a  bad  government,  it  ought 
to  have  that  government. — We  have  no  power, 
and  we  have  no  right,  to  force  men  to  be  free. 

Whatever  be  the  determination  of  our  coun- 
trymen, we  will  do  our  duty  j  if  our  principles 
ihall  meet  with  the  approbation  and  fupport  of 
the  nation  nothing  ihali  compel  us  to  quit  that 
line  of  conduct  whicVk  our  confcience  and  our 
honor  point  out,  and  which  we  have  hitherto 
endeavoured  to  purfue  : — in  the  worft  event, 
whatever  may  be  our  fate,  and  the  public  deter- 
mination, we  lhall  fteadily  fupport  the  men  who 
are  now,  in  the  honourable  difcharge  of  their 
duty,  fuffering  in  the  caufe  of  this  Society,  of 
Liberty,  and  of  Ireland. 
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Juitey,  1793, 
UNITED  IRISHMEN  of  DUBLIN. 

HENRT  SHE  ARES,  Prefident. 

EDW.   JOS.   LEWINES,    Secretary. 

On  Motion,  the  following  Refolution  of  the 
Catholic  Committee  was  read: 

*'  RESOLFED  that  it  is  tvith  pleafure  and  gra~ 
"  titude,  tue  have •  obferved  the  Ho  life  of '  Com* 
li  morn,  in  this  Sefjion*  unanimoujly taking  in* 
€e  to  their  confederation, .  that  mojt  important 
t(  me  a  fur  ey .  the.  prefent  reprefeniation  of  the 
"  People  in  Parliament  .*  andive  do  mojl  ear-- 
(<  nejily  exhort  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  to  co- 
"  operate  nvitb  their  Protejlant  Brethren,  in  all 
•'  legal  artd  conjlitutional  means  to  carry  into 
tl  ejfecl,  that  great  meafure,  recognised  by  the 
"  nvifdom  of  Parliament,  and  jo  effential  to  the 
**  freedom,  happinefs  a?zd  prosperity  of  Ireland 
"  1 — a  Reform  in  the  Representation  of  the 
"  People  in  the  Commons  Houfe.'''' 

Resolved,  that  this  Society'  do  agree  to  the  fol- 
lowing Address  to  their  Catholic 

Countrymen. 

fellow  citizens,. 

VV  E  haften  to  recognize,  under  this  new  and, 
endearing  title,  a  People  tried  by  experience,  and 
fchooled  by  adverlsry,  who  have  hgnahztd  their 
loyalty  amidit  a!l  the  rigours  of  the  Law- — who. 
have  proved  their  ndeiiry  to   a  conliituuon  which 
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with  refpeft  to  them  violated  all  its  own  principles, 
and  who  have  fet  an  example  of  patient  perdurance 
In  religious  faithy  while  for  a  century  they  expe- 
rienced a  perfecution  equally  abhorrent  from  every 
maxim  of  good  government,  and  every  principle 
of  genuine  chriftianity.  We  congratulate  our 
country  on  nich  a  large  addition  to  the  public  do- 
main of  mind,  the  cultivation  and  produce  of 
which  may  in  fome  degree  compenfateforpaft  wafte 
and  negligence.  We  congratulate  the  Empire  that 
the  lofs  of  three  millions  acrofs  the  Atlantic  is 
fupplied  by  the  timely  acquifition  of  the  fame  num- 
ber at  home.  We  congratulate  the  Conftitution 
that  new  Life  is  transfufed  into  its  veins  at  a  pe- 
riod of  decay  and  decrepitude ;  and  we  truft  tnat 
the  Heroifm  which  fuffered  with  fuch  conftancy 
for  the  fake  of  religion,  will  now  change  into  a 
Heroifm  that  mall  aft  with  equal  fteadineis  and 
confiftency  for  the  freedom,  the  honour  and  the 
independence  of  this  country. 

By  the  wife  benevolence  of  the  Sovereign,  by 
the  enlightened  fpirit  of  the  times,  by  the  union 
of  religious  perfuafions  for  the  good  of  civ(,:l  fociety, 
by  the  fpirit,  prudence,  and  confiftency  of  the 
Catholic  Committee,  who,  during  their  whole  ex- 
iftence,  were  true  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them, 
and  whofe  laft  breath  fanclificd  the  expedience  and 
neceflity  of  a  Parliamentary  Reform  j  by  thefe 
caufes,  along  with  other  fortunate  coincidences, 
you  have  been  admitted  into  the  outer  court  of  the 
conftitution.  Look  around  you — but  without  fu- 
perftitious  awe,  or  idolatrous  proftration,  for  the 
edifice  you  enter  is  not  a  Temple  but  a  Dwelling. 
Enter  therefore  with  erect  heads,  and  yet  with 
grateful  hearts,  grateful  to  your  King,  grateful 
to  your  Country,  attached  to  the  conftitution  by 
fnanly  principle  not  by  childiih  prejudice,  faithfuJ 
%o  yuur  friends  through  every  change  either   of 
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their  Fortune  or  your  own,  and  if  not  forgetful  of 
the  virulence  of  your  enemies,  having  always 
the  magnanimity  to  pity  and  to  defpife  them. 

Loving  the  conftitution  rationally,  not  adopted 
■merely  to  its  infirmities,  loving  it  too  well,  to  dote 
vpon  its  abufes,  you  mull  fhortly  be  fenfible,  that, 
without  reform,  the  balance  of  the  elective  fran- 
chife  will  be  more  off  the  centre  than  before,  the 
inequality  of  popular  reprefentation  more  glaring 
and  monftrous,  the  difproportion  more  enormous 
between  the  number  of  electors  in  32  counties, 
and  that  in  the  boroughs  from  which  you  are  ex- 
cluded* What  was  kept  clofe  and  corrupt  before, 
will  be  clofe  and  corrupt  ftill  j  common  right  will 
ftill  be  private  property  1  and  the  conftitution  will 
be  imprifoned  under  the  lock  and  key  of  corpora- 
tions. The  a?ra  of  your  enfranchifement  will 
therefore  eventually  work  the  weal  or  woe  of 
Ireland.  We  do  truft  that  you  will  not  be  incorpora- 
ted merely  with  the  body  of  the  conftitution  with- 
out adding  to  its  fpirit.  You  are  called  into 
Citizenfhip  not  tofanction  abufe,  but  to  difcoun- 
tenance  it,  not  to  accumulate  corruption  but  to 
meliorate  manners  and  infufe  into  fociety  purer 
practice  and  founder  morality  :  always  feparating 
-in  thought  and  action,  //wV-government  and  mal- 
adminiftration  from  the  good  fenfe  and  right 
reafon  natural  to,  and  co-eval  with  the  conftitution  ; 
and  always  remembering  that  nothing  can  be  good 
for  any  part  of  the  nation  which  has  not  for  its 
object  the  intereft  of  the  whole. 

Fellow-Citizens. — We  fpeak  to  you  with  much 
earne^nefs  of  affection,  repeating  with  fmcereft 
plealure,  that  tender  and  domeftic  appellation 
which  binds  us  into  one  People.  But  what  is  it 
which  has  lately  made  and  muft  keep  us  one? 
Not  the  foil  we  inhabit,  not  the  language  we  ufe, 
but  our  iinglenefs  of  fentinient  refpecting    one 
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great  political  truth,  our  indivifible  union  on  the 
main  objecl  of  general  intereft— a  Parliamentary 
Reform.  This  is  the  civic  Faith  for  which  this 
Society  exifts,  and  for  which  it  fuffers  under  a 
perfecution  that  ftill,  as  of  old,  favage  in  its  na- 
ture, though  fomewhat  fmoother  in  its  foim, 
wreaks  its  mighty  vengeance  on  perfon  and  pro- 
perty, or  exerts  its,  puny  malice  to  ruin  us  in  the 
profeiTions  by  which  we  live,  merely  for  an  un- 
daunted adherence  to  a  fingle  good  and  glorious: 
principle  which  has  always  animated  our  publica- 
tions and  will  always  regulate  our  practice.  We 
conjure  you,  in  the  molt  folemn  manner,  to  re- 
member with  the  refpecl  due  to  fuch  authority, 
the  laft  Words,  the  political  Will  and  Teftament 
of  a  body  of  men  who  have  deferved  fo  well  of 
their  conftituents  and:  of  their  Country.  Never 
forget  them.  Never  forfake  them — Let  this  prin- 
ciple of  Reform  [live  in  your  practice,  and  give 
energy  to  the  new  character  you  are  about  to 
fuftain  for  the  glory  or  the  difgrace  of  Ireland. 

As  for  us,  our  particular  iufterings  as  a  Soci- 
ety are  loft,  at  prefent,  in  an  overwhelming  fenfe  of 
national  calamity.  We  wifh  in  our  Ibcial,  and 
individual  capacities,  to  expedite  every  meafure 
that  has  che  remote!!  chance  of  giving  the  fmalleit 
relief  to  fuch  urgent  diitrefs,  lamenting  at  the 
fame  time  that  every  means  adopted  mult  prove 
partial,  palliative  and  inadequate,  until  the  origin 
of  the  extended  evil,  be  boldly  looked  to,  ?.nd 
what  is  univeriv.Jiy  underftood,  is  as  plainly  and 
publicly  expieiTed.  What  then  is  the  Cauie  ? 
War.  What  is  the  Curt:?  Peace.  What  wiii 
prevent  a  reJaple  and  perpetuate  that  health  and 
loundnefs  which  it  had  r'eitored  ?  a  National  Houie 
vf  Commons,  that  would  conform  to  the  wiii  of; 
the  people  by  the  impofition  of  fuch  duties  as  mij. 
fecuie,  to  Iriih  maJaurafihures,,  a  natural  bm  not, 
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exclusive  preference  in  an  IriSh ,  market  t  a  National 
Houfe  of  Commons  zSlingfrom  and  therefore  for 
the  People,  not  perfonating  but  reprefenting  them, 
not  holding  forth  the  Constitution  merely  as  an 
object  to  provoke  doubts,  or  excite  terrors,  fpeak- 
ing  always  in  clouds,  or  by  thunder  $  but  writing 
the  Law  in  the  tablet  of  our  hearts,  rivetting  the 
constitution  into  the  common  fenfe  of  the  commu- 
nity, the  bafis  from  which  it  has  Shifted,  and  ex- 
tinguished all  difcontent  and  disaffection  by  diffu- 
fing  rational  loyalty  and  the  allegiance  of  con- 
vinced understanding. 

We  will  never  ceafe  to  dwell  on  this  theme,  for 
we  wilh  to  make  the  times  conform  to  us,  rather 
than  to  make  our  principles  conform  to  the  times. 
For  the  prefent,  we  lye  juSt  in  the  track  of  the  peS- 
tilential  wind  of  calumny  which  purpofely  con- 
founds the  reformer,  the  republican  and  the  regi- 
cide 5  which  preferves  and  propagates  a  panic  of 
innovation  and  a  dircrult  between  man  and  man, 
in  order  to  keep  back  internal  union,  at  the  dread- 
ful Sacrifice  or  commercial' credit,,  of  public  reve- 
nue, and  of  national  character.  Even,  at  this. 
moment,  perhaps,  a  provident  jealoufy  may  be  con- 
triving means  for  our  dilperlion,  naturally  fearful 
that  wherever  two  or  three  honeSt  men  are  aSTembled 
together,  their  conversation  mult,  at  this  time, 
turn  on  the  oppreffions  of  the  Subject,  and  the 
miiery  of  this  Country. 
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Jane  ujl>  1795. 

the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 

DUBLIN. 

to    the    PEOPLE    of    IRELAND. 

HENRT  SHEARES,  Prefident. 

WILLIAM  LEFINGSTON  WEBB,  Sec. 


HEN  the  prefent  War  firft  threatened 
ibis  Nation  with  the  calamities,  under  which  it 
has  fince  groaned,  and  by  which  it  is  at  this 
moment  almoft  over-whelmed,  we  warned  you  of 
the  approaching  danger,  and  fought  by  a  timely 
caution  to  avert  the  confequent  ruin. — We  told  you 
it  was  a  meafure,  fraught  with  deftruclion  to 
your  infant  Manufactures,  to  your  growing  Com- 
merce, and  to  your  almoft  mature  Spirit — 'How 
far  the  Prediction  we  then  uttered  has  been  juf- 
tified  by  the  event,  let  the  furrounding  miferies 
of  this  Country  determine — An  expiring  and 
nearly  extinguifhed  Credit — the  Pride  of  Com- 
merce humbled  and  difgraced — the  cries  of  Fa- 
mine re-echoed  thro1  encreaiing  thousands  of 
your  Manufacturers,  difcarded  from  the  exercife 
of  their  honeft  labour,  driven  into  penury  and 
inaclion ;  and  compelled  to  feek  an  uncertain 
fubliftence  from  the  humanity  of  their  more 
affluent,  tho'  lefs'  indufrrious  Fellow-citizens. 
Such  ?.re  the  effects,  and  fuch  were  the  predicted 
confeouences  of  a  War,  commenced  without 
provocation,  and  which,  if  fuffered  to  continmie 
$  few  Months  longer,   mull  inevitably  produce 
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national  Shame,  national  Bankruptcy,  and  nati* 
onal  Deftruction. 

We  declared  that  the  perfecution  of  Principles^ 
was  the  real  object  of  the'  War,  whatever  pre- 
texts may  be  held  out.  Judge  of  this  aflertion 
alfo  by  the  event— -Behold  the  external  invafien 
againft  Liberty  feconded  by  internal  outrages  on 
your  molt  valued  Rights — Behold  your  band  of 
Patriots,  once  embodied  and  exulting  in  the 
glorious  caufe  of  Freedom  j  once  the  Pride  of 
Ireland,  and  the  admiration  of  attentive  Eu- 
rope, your  Volunteers  now  infulted  and  difarmed 
—Behold  your  loved,  your  revered,  your  idol- 
ized Palladium,  the  tryal  by  Jury,  profaned  and 
violated  :  trampled  in  the  duft  by  the  unhallowed 
foot  of  undefined  Privilege — Behold  your  faith- 
ful Friends,  for  daring  to  ftep  forward  in  your 
defence,  dragged  to  a  loathfomePrifon,  and  load- 
ed with  every  injury,  which  falfehood  and  tyran- 
ny could  fuggeft. 

Impofed  upon  through  the  medium  of  a  gene- 
rous feniibility,  falfely  and  defignedly  excited  to 
entrap  ypu,  you  too  flightly  regarded  the  falu- 
tary  caution  of  your  Friends  5  and  though  your 
realbn  and  your  interells  revolted  at  the  War, 
you  fuffered  in  filence  that  pernicious  meafure  <"o 
be  adopted — Again  we  fiepped  foj  ward  ;  for  we 
have  no  pride,  but  in  the  conicious  discharge  of 
duty.  We  attempted  to  alleviate  the  miierics 
we  could  not  avert.  Forefeeing  the  dreadful 
Jtate  of  abandonment,  into  which  an  interrup- 
tion of  Commerce  muft  throw  the  moft  ufeftit 
and  indultnous  part  of  the  community,  we  held 
forth  an  example  to  the  public,  which,  if  theft 
followed,  wonid  have  lelTened  and  poltponed  that 
inevitable  calamity — We  publicly  and  lblemn'y 
pledged  ourieltJes  to  the  exclufive  co.nfumption 
or  Irifh  Manufactures,  and  called  on  our  teilow- 
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citizens,  by  uniting'  in  a  fimilar  refolution  to  af- 
ford the  only  relief  then  in  their  power  to  be- 
itow.  Yet  even  this  a6l  of  Patriotifm  and  Hu- 
manity fupphed  calumny  with  encreafe  of  poifon  ; 
in  endeavouring  to  forewarn  our  Countrymen  of 
all  the  dangers  and  miferies,  which  at  this  inftant 
fhake  private  happinefs  and  public  fafety  to  their 
centres,  we  were  reprefented  as  acring  from  ma- 
lignant motives,  and  as  feeking,  by  alarming 
the  public  mind  with  groundlefs  apprehenfions, 
to  agitate  it  to  outrage — With  filent  contempt 
we  iiftened  to  the  bafe  fuggeftion,  for  it  was  not 
worthy  our  refentment.  We  knew  that  thofe* 
who  had  doomed  this  unhappy  Country  to  its 
prefent  fufferings,  would  at  laft  be  compelled  to 
adopt  the  palliatives  iince  they  had  rejected  the 
preventives  we  at  firft  propofed  :  We  knew  that 
they  would  be  forced  to  flop  the  cries  of  clamo- 
rous famine,  by  taking  up  the  precedent  we  had 
let  them,  and  to  fly  to  thcfe  means  of  appeafing 
the  defperate  refentment  of  ftarving  thoufands* 
which  they  had  before  reprobated  as  the  instru- 
ment of  exciting  it. 

What  has  been  the  cafe  ?  Although  nthe  War 
has  yet  exifted  but  a  few  months,  it's  dire  effect.!* 
have  already  pierced  the  very  marrow  of  Society—- 
Thofe  indeed,  who  advifed  to  plunge  you  into 
all  it's  horrors,  have  not  fuffered  the  flighted  in- 
conveniencies  :  but  is  there  an  Artificer  of  any 
defcription,  a  Manufacturer  of  any  denomina- 
tion, a  fingle  Irifhman  who  lives  by  his  honeft 
induflry,  who  has  not  wholly  or  in  part  been 
deprived  of  his  means  of  fuftenance  ?  All  export, 
is  deftroyed,  except  the  export  of  Specie,  wrung 
from  the  hard  hand  of  labour  to  pamper  the  lux- 
ury of  Abfentees Every  trade  is  fufpended, 

except  the  trade  of  Corruption,  which   fiouiiihes 
fey  the  impoverishment  of  this  devoted  fbii 
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At  length  this  city  is  fummdiied  to  devife  the  belt 
means  to  alleviate  the  prefling  mifery,  and  guard 
againft  the  growing  danger.  In  it's"  decifion  is 
recorded  the  public  approbation  of  thofe  mea- 
fures  our  provident  anxiety  firft  fuggefted — It  is 
from  the  verdict  of  our  fellow-citizens  alone  that 
we  have  met  or  wi(h  to  meet  redrefs  againft  Ca- 
lumny and  Outrage— To  their  tribunal  we  alone 
appeal — at  their  tribunal  we  alone  find  jultice. 

What  has  hitherto  been  attempted  for  your 
relief,  is  but  of  a  nature  temporary  and  tran- 
iient.  Difeafe  and  pain  will  again  recur,  and 
with  redoubled  force,  unlefs  you  trace  the  evil 
to  it's  fource  and  rectify  it  there.  Dare  then, 
Citizens  of  Ireland,  to  look  ycur  fituation  in  the 
face.  Shrink  not  from  the  touch  of  truth,  but 
with  a  manly  fortitude  effectuate  your  cure,  how- 
ever painful  the  neceflary  operation — Since  even 
thofe  members  of  oppofition,  in  whom  you  have 
hitherto  foolifhly  and  fatally  confided,  have  ahuf- 
ed  that  confidence,  deferted  your  interefts,  and 
fupported  this  destructive  meafure  j  it  is  your 
right,  and  it  is  your  duty  to  act.  for  yourfelves 
in  this  great  cnfis.  Affemble  in  your  Parifhes, 
in  your  Towns,  in  your  Counties  and  in  your 
Provinces,  there  fpeak  forth  your  fentiments, 
and  let  your  will  be  known — With  the  firm  voice 
of  injured  millions  require  a  Peace— Purfue  the 
example  of  the  Catholic  Convention— rlJnite  order 

with    fpirit,    tranquillity    with   action Like 

them,  carry  your  wifhes  to  the  throne  itfelf,  and 
fear  not  for  their  fuccefs — But  like  them,  whilft 
you  feek  a  remedy  for  your  prefent  mfferings, 
ever  remember  that  a  radical  Reform  in  the  fyf- 
tem  of  reprefentation  is  the  only  means  of  avoid- 
ing a  repetition  of  them — Call  on  your  King  to 
chain  down  the  monfter  War,  which  has  devour** 
ed  your  Commerce :  which  gorges  it's  hateful  ap» 
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petite  by  preying  on  the  wretchednefs  of  your 
Manufactures,  and  enilaving  them  for  life,  the 
inftruments  of  tyranny  and  flaughter — Call  on 
him  to  fpurn  from  his  counfels  thofe,  who  mail 
afTert  that  you  are  bound  to  rob  and  to  be  rob- 
bed, to  murder  and  to  be  murdered,  to  inflict 
and  to  endure  all  the  complicated  miferies  of 
War,  becaufe  an  unfeeling  policy  mould  dictate 
the  horrid  aft — Call  on  him  to  give  you  Peace— 
But  would  you  render  permanent  it's  bleflings^, 
when  obtained  ? — Would  you  add  vigour  to  your 
Agriculture,  to  your  Manufactures,  and  to  your 
Commerce?  —  Would  you  fecure  to  yourfelves 
the  produce  of  your  various  labours,  now  con- 
fumed  by  oppreffive  and  encreafing  taxes ;  by 
placemen  without  employment,  and  penfioners 
without  merit  ?  Reform  your  prefent  ftate  of  re- 
prefentation  by  an  infufion  of  purity  and  health 
into  your  Commons  Houfe — Hold  forth  to  your 
Sovereign  the  records  of  Parliament,  and  let 
him  read  therein  the  incompetence  of  it's  ex- 
ilting  form — He  has  already  partially  acknow- 
ledged the    fact,    and  failed   not  to  efpoufe  the 

People's   Caufe. He  will  fee,    and    with   the 

fame  ingenioufnefs  he  will  avow,  that  thofe  re- 
peated necefliities  for  your  perfonal  interference 
prove  the  evil  of  which  you  complain— From 
4iis  candour  and  from  his  juftice  you  have  every 
thing  to  hope,  you  have  nothing  to  fear. 


(    9i     ) 

at  a  SPECIAL  MEETING  or  thc 

SOCIETY    of    UNITED    IRISHMEN, 

Held  on  the   15th  of  JULY, 

For  the  Purpofe  of  taking  into  Confideration  the 
Bill  noiv  depending  in  Parliament,  en- 
titled, "  A  Bill  to  prevent  the  Eleclion  or 
*'  other  Appointment  of  Conventions  or  other 
i(  unlawful  AJJ'emblies,  under  pretence  of  pre- 
*f  paring  or  prefenting  Public  Petitions,  or 
V  other  Addrejfes  to  his  Majejly  or  the  Par*. 
t(  liament." 

The  following  Refolutionsvvere  unanimoufly 
agreed  to,  iriz. 

HENRT  SHEARES,  Prefident 

WILLIAM  LEFINGSTON  WEBB,  Sec; 


RESOLVED, 


T: 


HAT  it  is,  and  ever  has  been  the  indubi- 
table right  of  the  People  of  this  country  to  af- 
Jemble  and  confult  together,  for  the  pui'pole  of 
inftrucling  their  Reprefentatives,  or  of  petiti- 
oning any  branch  of  the  Xegidalure,  concern- 
ing luch  meafures,  as  may  in  any  manner  affeck 
their  interefts. 

That,  fince  that  part  of  our  ancient  Consti- 
tution, which  made  the  office  of  Sheriff  elecYiyft 
by  the  People,  has  been  changed,  it  has  too  fre- 
quently occurred,  that  Sheriffs,  although  re<juire4 
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according  to  law  to  fainmon  meetings  for  thofe 
purpofes,  have  either  wholly  refufed  to  comply 
with  fuch  requisitions-,  or  complied  therewith  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  purpofely  to  defeat  the  ob- 
jects, for  which  thofe  meetings  were  funomon^d  : 
unlefs  agreeable  to  the  views  of  thofe,  to  whofe 
influence  they  were  indebted  for  their  office. 

That  in  the  actual  exercife  of  this  right, 
many  of  thole  evils  have  alio  occurred,  which, 
neceflarily  attach  upon  numerous  and  popular 
meetings,  to  the  prejudice  of  cool  deliberation 
and  public  tranquillity. 

That  in  order  to  avoid  thofe  evils,  and  yet 
prefer ve  the  deliberative  right  of  the  People  in 
it's  full  force  and  efficacy,  the  appointment  of 
Delegates  from  Parishes,  Towns,  or  other  porti- 
ons of  the  People,  chofen  from  amongft-  them- 
felves  for  their  virtue  and  talents,  appears  to  us 
moft  confonant  to  reafon  and  good  policy,  and 
moft  conducive  to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and 
public  order. 

That  we  cannot  attribute  any  other  motives 
to  the  Roman  Catholics  of  this  Country,  in  purfu- 
ing.  the  fyftem  above-mentioned,  in  order  to 
collect  the  opinions  of  three  millions  *bf  People 
on  the  fubject  of  their  deareft  interefts,  than 
thcfe  of  a  laudable  anxiety,  for  the  maintenance 
of  public  tranquillity,  and  the  higheft  reverence 
for  the  Laws  and  Constitution  of  their  Coun- 
try :  As  we  are  perfuaded,  that  had  their  con- 
duct evinced  any  thing  inimical  to  thofe,  it 
would  not  have,  received  the  Sanction  of  royal 
approbation,  or  parliamentary  .ndulgence. 

That  the  fcrupulous  decorum,  o'oferved  in 
the  appointment  and  conduct  of  the  Catholic 
Committee,  and  the  fuccefs  which  crowned  their 
labours  with  the  restitution  of  Constitutional 
Kights,    are    in  our    eyes   incontejftible    proofs, 
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that  the  Syftem  by  which  that  Committee  was 
created,  and  that  which  it  £uriued  were  ftriclly 
conformable  to  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  and 
merit  the  praifc  and  imitation  of  this  entire 
Wation. 

That  we  cannot  avoid  expreffing  our  appre- 
henfions  at  the  introduction  of  a  Bill  into  Parli- 
ament, which  appears  to  us,  as  tending  to  de- 
prive riie  People  of  this  Country  of  the  moil 
effectual  mode  of  exprefling  and  collecting  their 
opinions,  whenever  they  mall  think  it  necefTary 
to  inftrucl:  their  Reprefentatives,  or  petition  any 
branch  of  the  Legislature  :  and  we  moll:  earnelfly 
warn  and  exhort  our  Fellow-citizens  of  Ireland, 
ipeedily  to  aflemble  in  their  Cities  and  Counties, 
for  the  purpoie  of  confidering  a  fubjecT,  which 
involves  their  deareft  interefts,  and  of  commu- 
nicating to  their  Reprefentatives  the  reiult  of 
their  deliberations,  or  petitioning  their  Sovereign 
to  refui'e  his'  royal  afTent  to  that  alarming  mea- 
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July  16,   1794, 

UNITED    IRISHMEN. 

Henry  Sheares  having  been  requeued  to  leave 
the  Chair, 

JAMES  DIXON,   Chairman. 

WILLIAM  LEFINGSTON  WEBB,   Sec. 

The  following  Publication  was  read, 

"TO    THE     PUBLIC. 

HP 

1  HE  following   Paragraph    appeared   in  the 

Freeman's  Journal  on  Saturday  20th  inft. 
and  afterwards  in  other  Prints,  as  a  part  of  the 
Lord  Chancellor's  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords. 

PARAGRAPH. 

"  There  were  in  Dublin  two  perfons  who  were 
"  Members  of  the  French  Jacobifr  Club, 
*{  and  who,  his  LorJjlip  believed  were  in 
*'  the  pay  of  that  Society  to  foment  f edition 
"  in  tliis  Country.  One  of  their  names  ap~ 
*<  peared  at  the  head  of  a  printed  paper 
ie  fublijhed lafl  month  by  the  United  Irish- 
"  mem,  to  which  Society  they  alfo  belonged. 

Qn  perufal  of  the  above  Paragraph,  I  wrote  the 
following  Letter  to  his  Lordfhip. 

MY   LORD, 

HAVING  this  day  feen  in  the  Public  Prints 
of   yefterday,    a  grofs  .and   infamous   calumny, 
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which,  from  the  ftrength  of  it's  allufions,  f 
cannot  avoid  confidering  as  directed  againft  me, 
I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  addrefs  myfelf 
to  your  Lordfhip,  prior  to  taking  any  ftep  to- 
wards the  punifhment  of  it's  author. 

I  am  induced  to  take  this  liberty,  my  Lord, 
from  the  circumftances  of  your  Lordfhip's  name 
having  been  made  ufe  of  (falfely  I  am  perfuaded) 
to  fancfion  the  malignant  falfhood  contained  in, 
that  publication.  —  It  is  therein  afferted,  that 
your  Lord/hip,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  repre^ 
iented  me  as  a  Member  and  Agent  of  the  Jacobin 
Club  in  France*  and  employed  by  them  to  foment 
fedition  in  this  Country; — An  aflertion,  which 
I  am  bound  to  believe  as  ill  founded  in  relation 
to  your  Lordihip,  as  I  know  it  to  be  falle  in  re- 
fpecl:  to  me. — Affuring  your  Lord/hip  of  my 
pertecl  conviction,  that  fuch  an  accufation  could 
never  have  proceeded  from  the  alledged  fource, 
I  take  tire  liberty  of  requeuing  that  your  Lord- 
ill ip  will  authorize  me  to  aiTert,  that  the  publi- 
cation was  unwarranted  by  any  thing  that"  fell 
from  your  Lordihip,  and  that  I  may  have  your 
Lord/hip's  permimon  for  fuch  legal  proceeding 
againft  the»ptibli(her  as  may  feem  advifeable. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  your  Lordihip's 

moft  obedient, 

Baggot-fireet,  very  humble  Servant, 

July  21,  1793.  HENRY  SHEARES, 
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Dublin,   "July   2.6,    1 793. 

Having  received  no  anfwer  to  the  above  Let- 
ter, I  deem  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  myfelf,  to  the 
Society  to  which  I  belong,  and  to  the  Public 
in  general,  to  lay  the  circumftances  of  this  tranf- 
action  before  the  Nation. 

HENRY  SHEARES. 


Refolded,  that  HENRY  SHEARES  be  addrefed 
by  this  Society.      s  - 

UNITED  IRISHMEN  to  HENRY  SHEARES. 

JL  HIS  Society  is  in  it's  choice  of  a  Prefident, 
has  been  direcled  to  you  by  it's  convi6lion  of 
your  patriotic  and  Conftitutional  principles. 

If  by  this  mark  of  our  refpecl  and  confidence, 
you  have  been  expofed  to  flander  of  the  moft  fin- 
gular  and  unwarrantable  nature,  yotu  have  de- 
rived this  honorable  diftinclion  from  the  corrupt 
policy  which  has  been  uniformly  employed  to  vi- 
lify the  moft  virtuous  affertors  of  their  Country's 
Rights. 

Convinced  that  the  calumny,  alluded  to  in 
ycur  Letter  to  the  Chancellor,  is  unfounded,  and 
that  the  meannefs  which  marks  it,  as  well  as  it's 
malignity,  renders  it  impoffible  for  us  to  fuppofe, 
that  it  could  have  proceeded  from  the  authority 
to  which  it  had  been  imputed ;  but  was  rather 
the  fabrication  of  a  venal  Print,  which  has  long 
infulted  the  moft  honorable  and  independent 
characters  of  the  community,  we  earneftly  affure 
you,  that  we  will  co-operate  with  you  in  every 
mode  of  obtaining  juitice  from  the  laws  of  your 
Country. 
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Amongft  us,  nothing  is  fecret,  nothing  under- 
hand———Our  numbers,  our  independence,  our 
individual  characters  might  ftand  as  tefts  of  our 
intentions. We  have  every  motive  of  attach- 
ment to  the  intereft  and  happinefs  of  our  Coun- 
try.  The  facrifice  you  make  to  public  duty, 

can  only  ferve  to  endear  you  to  us  more  than 
ever. 

To  which  Henry  Sheares  ga*ve  the  following 
Answer. 


UNITED    IRISHMEN, 


Y. 


OUR  affectionate  addrefs  has-  made  the  deep- 
eft  impreffion  on  my  heart. — I  mail  ever  hope  to 
deferve  it — That  congenial  principle  which  firffc 
led  and  attached  me  to  you,  has  received,  if  pof- 
iible,  additional  energy  by  this  teftimony  of  your 
approbation. — From  the  laws  of  my  Country  I 
have  no  doubt  of  redrefs — In  contempt  and  de- 
fiance of  calumny  and  oppreffion,  I  will  devote 
my  life  to  the  great  caufe  for  which  we  firffc 
united ;  "confident,  that  by  a  firm  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  our  inftitution,  we  mall  pro- 
portionally effecl:  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of 
our  native  Country, 
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Augufi  \i,   1793. 
the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 

D     U     E     L    I     N. 

Ta  JAMES  REYNOLDS,  M.  D. 

HENRr     JJCKSQN,     Chairman. 

MATT.  DOJFLim,  Secretary. 


E  thank  you  for  ycur  legal  and  conttitu- 
tional  refinance  to  an  Examination  on  Oath  be- 
fore a  Committee  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords.  You 
rightly  diftmguiihed  between  the  Powtr  ailunjed 
by  that  Committee,  and  the  legitimate  Authority 
belonging  to  that  Houfe.  The  opinion  of  the 
lounueit  Lawyers  in  both  Kingdoms  functions 
this  LhftineHon.  In  your  Conduct  mild  but 
manly,  in  your  Language  gentle  in  the  Letter 
but  magnanimous  in  the  Spirit,  the  obstinacy  of 
Virtue  and  the  pride  of  good  Senfe  were  well 
contratled  with  fierce  Precipitation,  vulgar  Man- 
ners, and  ignoble  Expreilion. 

The  Confequence  was  your  Imprifonment  for 
rear  five  Months,— but  this  is  not  a  Confequence 
that  can  ever  deftroy  either  political  or  moral 
Truth  ;  and  to  a  Mind  like  yours,  filled  with 
honeit  Energy,  Confinement  is  but  a  ComprefTion 
which  i'erves  to  give  it  greater  Elasticity.  Com- 
mitted at  firft  for  refufmg  to  take  an  Oath,  and 
enlarged  at  lair  though  ferfifting.in  that  Refufai, 
you  have  at  once  expofed  the  abufe  of  Power, 
its- Error,  and  its  Inconfiilency.  "We  thank  you, 
Sir,  for  what  you.  haye  done  and  fullered  in  the 
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Caufe  of  your  Country;  and  although  this  Coun- 
try fits  at  prefent  a  filent  Spectator  in  torpid 
Aftonifhment  at  the  bold  Meafures  hazarded  by 
bad  frontiers  Men,  and,  at  a  Time  when  we  are 
fcarcely  fuffered  to  think  as-  we  pleafe,  much  lefs 
to  fpeak  as  we  think,  even  at  fuch  a  Time  the 
Society  §f  United  Irifomen  would  deem  it  the  fame 
criminal  Neutrality  to  conceal  their  ceniurc  where 
it  was  juftly  due,  and  to  withhold  from  you, 
Sir,  an  equally  juft  Approbation. 


UNITED    IRISHMEN- 


A. 


CCEPT  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
a  Man  whofe  warmeft  Wifh  is  the  Liberty  and 
Happinefs  of  all  his  Species. 

My  Sentiments  have  ever  been  congenial  with 
yours. — -As  an  Irifhman,  I  will  ever  be  ready  to 
refift  Oppreffion,  and  actively  purfue  every  Mea- 
sure whiol*  may  tend  to  the  complete  Emancipa- 
tion of  my  Country. 

JAMES  REYNOLDS, 


F* 
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Friday,   \6th  Augufi.  1793* 

THE-  SOCIETY  "of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  01? 

DUBLIN. 

JOHN  SHEJRES,  Chairman, 

W.  L.  WEBB,   Secretary, 
to  the   hon.    SIMON  BUTLER 
and  OLIVER  BOND,  Efq. 

GENTLEMEN, 
OUR    DEAR    AND    RESPECTED  FRIENDS! 


o» 


'N  the  firft  of  March  we  faw  you  enter  Into 
prifon,  with  an  air  and  manner  that  teftifiednOt  on- 
ly a  ferene  and  fettled  conviction  in  the  juftice  of 
your  caufe,  but  a  chearful  confidence  in  your  own 
fortitude  to  fuftain  all  the  conferences  that  an  at- 
tachment to  this  caufe  might  bring  upon  you  ;— 
and  we  now  fee  you,  after  an  imprifonment  of  fix 
months,  come  out  with  the  fame  unbending  fpirit  j 
in  the  fame  health  of  body  ;  with  the  fame  alacrity 
of  mind  ;  both  preferved  found  and  unaltered, 
probably  from  the  fame  caufe,  that  vital  energy 
which  afenfe  of  unmerited  fuftering,  and  thecon- 
fcioufnefs  of  doing  our  duty,  never  fail  to  com- 
municate. It  is  this  confcious  fenfe  of  unmerited 
injury,  that  refreshes  the  fcul  amid  ft  the  clofeffc 
confinement,  blows  up  the  fpark  of  life,  and  in~ 
vigorates  both  the  head  and  the  heart.  This — 
which  made  Mirabeau  write  for  Liberty  in  a  dun- 
geon, while  his  enemies  confpired,  againft  it  in  the 
anti-chamber }  this — which  expanded  the  foul  of 
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jRawIeigh,  gave  it  power  to  wander  at  large,  and, 
in  fpite  of  bars,  in  defiance  of  gaolers,  to  leave 
the  narrow  cell  where  his  body  lay,  and  write  for 
pofterity — a  Hiftory  of  the  World. 

Notwithftanding  the  irrefiftible  argument  of  fix: 
months  imprifonment  in  a  common  gaol,  we  are 
ftill  inclined  to  larrient,  that  the  law  and  cuftom 
of  parliament  fliould  have  ever  entered  intoacon- 
teft  with  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  and  the  rights  of 
the  people  j  and  that  a  difcretionary  power  of  pu- 
nilhnient  mould  fo  often  fuperfede  the  ordinary 
courfe  of  criminal  jurifdiclion  and  the  facred  trial 
by  jury.  We  continue  ftill  inclined  to  believe, 
that  all  undefined  and  irrefponfible,  power,  by  what- 
ever perfon  or  body  alTumed,  is  in  it's  nature 
defpotic.  The  Vigilance  of  the  people,  and 
the  cenlbrfhip  of  the  prefs,  are  the  only  means  of 
guarding  againft  it's  deadening  influence,  and  pre- 
serving thofe  barriers  which  the  fpirit  of  free  go- 
vernment ought  to  place  between  the  legislative, 
executive,  and  judiciary  departments.  We  ftill 
think,  that  particular  and  anxious  care  ought  to 
be  taken,  never  to  mingle  and  confound  the  legif- 
Jative  and  judicial  powers,  for  the  conjunction  is 
political  incestuous,  and  the  production  is  always 
amonfter. 

Gentlemen — your  country  is  much  your  debtor. 
But  we  mnft  fuppofe  you  by  this  time  too  well  ex- 
perienced in  the  mutability  of  public  opinion,  to 
expect:  that  fhe  will,  for  the  prefent,  acknowledge 
the  debt,  much  lefs — return  the  obligation  j  that 
ihe  will  either  fympathife  with  what  you  have  fuf- 
fered,  or  partake  in  our  heartfelt  joy  at  your  en- 
largement. Indeed  you  will  fcarcely  now  know 
your  country,  in  a  few  months  fo  much  altered. 
Indifpofed  to  condyle  or  to  congratulate,  defpond- 
sng  without  reafon,  exhausted  without  effort,  flir 
iits  on  the  ground,  in  a  fit  of  mental  alienation  5 

Fa 
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tmeonfcious  of  her  real  malady,  feared  at  every 
whifper ;  her  thoufand  ears  open  for  falfehoods 
from  abroad,  her  thoufand  eyes  fhut  againft  the 
truth  at  home  ;  worked  up  by  falfe  fuggellions  and 
artful  infinuations,  to  fuch  a  madnefs  of  fufpicion, 
as  makes  her  miftake  her  deareft  friends  for  ber 
deadlieft  foes,  and  revile  the  only  Society  which 
ever  purfued  her  welfare  with  fpirit  and  perfeve- 
rance,  as  attempting  at  her  life  with  the  torch  of 
an  incendiary  and  the  dagger  of  an  afTaffin. 

From  a  public,  thus  inquifitive  about  the  affairs 
of  other  people,  thus  incurious  about  its  own, 
thus  deluded,  we  were  going  to  fay,  in  language 
of  high  authority,  thus  befotted,  we  appeal  for  your 
fame,  and  our  own  juftification,  to  the  fame  pub- 
lic, in  a  more  recollected,  a  more  fober,  a  more 
dignified  moment :  when  the  perifhable  politics  of 
party  in  place,  and  party  out  of  place^  mall  have 
paffed  away  like  the  almanack  of  the  year  j 
when  the  light  {hall  break  in  on  an  under- working 
Family  Corrrpa£l>  whofe  bufinefs  it  has  been  to  con- 
ceal the  real  iituation  and  fentiments  of  this  coun- 
try, from  the  immediate  council*  of  the  Sovereign  $ 
when  a  compromifmg,  parlying,  panic-ftruck  op- 
pofition,  nfgotiating  without  authority^  Surren- 
dering without  condition,  mall  repent  of  their 
pnfillanimous  credulity  ;  and,  when  the  nation 
mall  dare  to  acknowledge  as  a  truth,  what  in  it's 
conscience  it  feels  as  a  fail,  that  thoi'e  only  are  her 
friends  whoftand  up  while  all  are  pro  lira  te  around 
them,  and  call  aloud  on  miniftry  and  on  oppolition 
for  Reform,  radical,  comprehensive,  immediate  $ 
fuch  as  will  nationalize  liberty,  and  make  this 
country  ceafe  to  be  what  it  has  been  well  delcrib- 
ed — <(  a  heavy  handed  unfeelling  ariltocracy  over  a 
people  ferocious  and  rendered  .»  fpefate  by  pover- 
tv  and  wretched  rjei's.""  But  it  inch  a  time  mould 
liot  fcpn  arrive  j  if  this  country  ihouid  remain  itiil 
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abufed  and  contented  ;  there  is  a  World  elfewhere. 
Wherever  Freedom  is— there  is  our  Country,  and 
there  ought  to  be  our  Home.  Let  this  government 
take  care.  Let  them  think  of  depopulation,  and 
tremble.  Who  makes  the  Rich  ?r— the  Poor. 
What  makes  the  fliuttle  fly,  and  the  plough  cleave 
the  furrows  ? — the  Poor.  Should  the  Poor  emi- 
grate, what  would  become  of  you,  proud,  pow- 
erful, filly  men  ?■— What  would  become  of  you, 
if  the  ears  of  corn  mould  wither  on  the  ftalk,  and 
the  labours  of  the  loom  mould  ceafe  ? — rWho  would 
feed  you  then  if  hungry,  or  clothe  you  when  naked  ? 
— Give  the  Poor  a  Country,  or  you  will  lofe  one 
yourfelves.  Mankind,  like  other  commodities, 
will  follow  the  demand  j  and,  if  depreciated  here 
below  all  value,  will  fly  to  a  better  market. 

Gentlemen,  we  again  falute  you  with  great  re- 
fpeft  and  affection,  as  Friends  and  Brothers  We 
falute  you,  in  the  unity  of  an  honed  and  honour- 
able caufe.  May  you  receive  the  reward  of  your 
{offerings,  and  triumph  in  the  Freedom  of  your. 
Country.  ......  •    , 
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Augnfl  16,   I793. 

the    hon.  SIMON  BUTLER 
and   OLIVER  BOND,  Efq. 

RETURNED  THE  FOLLOWING  ANSWERS 


Wi 


E  received  the  honour  of  your  fpirit'ed  and 
affectionate  Addrefs,  with  equal  pride  and  grati- 
tude. You  have  done  juftice  to  the  feelings 
which  have  fupported  us  under  our  imprifonment  ; 
and,  if  our  fituation  required  adventitious  confo- 
lation,  the  patriotic  attention  of  our  numerous 
friends  has  molt  amply  fupplied  it.  Our  fuffer- 
*ngs  have  not  warped  our  understandings  ••  and 
weftill  think,  that  we  only  difcharge  an  indifpen- 
ilbie  duty,  while  we  treat  aii  public  topics  with 
free  difcuflion — -preserving  a  due  refpe6t  for  the 
public  peace,  and  the  laws  of  the  land.  We  will 
only  boaft  of  our  Confcitution  when  it  knows  no 
power  which  is  not  refponfible.  Prerogative, 
founded  upon  the  falutary  maxim,  that  the  King 
can  do  no  wrong,  held  forth  at  all  times  fome  re- 
lief in  the  refponfibility  of  the  Minuter  j  but 
Privilege,  which  arrogates  to  itfelf  a  like  con- 
stitutional principle,  precludes  allrefource  whatfo- 
ever  againft  its  illegal  or  arbitrary  exercile  j  acknow- 
ledging no  controul,  no  corrective,  it  regards  not 
the  forms  of  law;  and  while  it  remains  undefined 
and  irrefponlible,  there  is  no  fafety  in  the  land. 
We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  feek  redrefs,  but 
we  fought  it  in  vain.  We  have  not  even  received 
countenance  in  the  quarter  where  the  nation  might 
have  locked  torfuppcrt.  We  have  not,  however, 
jitbmkted.  We  have  fuffered.  We  3re  now  pre- 
cluded from  the  poUIbihty  or  con-citing  the  legali- 
ty of  the  line  impoi'ed  on  us,    for  the   payment 
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thereof  has  been  enforced  at  the  Treafury,  without 
palling  through  the  orninary  medium  of  the  Reve- 
nue Side  of  the  Exchequer,  where  we  might  have 
inftituted  a  legal  enquiry  into  the  matter  before 
the  Barons  of  that  Court,  from  whole  decifion 
there  can  be  no  appeal,  or  writ  of  error  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords. 

A  variety  of  caufes  may  be  afligned  for  the  dif- 
contented  ftillnefs  which  prevails  :  the  landed  in- 
tereft  forms  a  body  very  nearly  of  an  ariltocratic 
complexion  j  the  commercial  intereft  is  involved 
in  public  and  private  embarrafirnent ;  the  manu- 
facturers are  without  a  fufficiency  of  employment, 
and  credit  has  fcarcely  an  exiftence.  But,  not- 
withstanding the  prevalence  of  this  fullen  torpor* 

let  us  not  delpair  of  our  Country. Although 

manoeuvres  to  fruftrate  public  energy  are  various, 
hardy  and  fuccefsful  \  neverthelefs,  a  wanton  fa- 
crafice  of  perl'onal  liberty,  and  a  lawlefs  plunder 
of  private  property,  will  not  fail  to  make  an  im- 
preffion  proportionate  to  their  enormity.  We  la- 
ment the  arbitrary  intemperance  which  has  deter- 
mined very  many  valuable  and  opulent  members 
of  the  community  to  emigrate.  And  although  we 
exult  in  the  exiftence  of  a  new  World,  in  which 
Freedom  is  fecured,  and  equal  law  duly  adminifter- 
ed  to  a  Nation  of  Citizens  ;  yet,  in  our  opinion, 
we  mould  not  abandon  our  Country  to  feek  thofe 
bleflings  in  a  foreign  land,  until  we  mall  have  ex- 
hausted every  constitutional  effort  to  eftablifli  them 
at  home.  In  that  great  caule  we  are  bound  to  fuf~ 
fer  as  well  as  to  ail,  and  from  the  performance  of 
that  duty  we  have  not  Jhrunk.  In  the  infamy  of 
our  imprifonment  we  take  pride,  for  we  take  pride 

in  our  cauf'e. A  Selden  has  been  call  into  a 

common  prifon  before  us,  and  yet  he  furyived  the 
defpotifm  which  violated  the  Law  and  oppreffe(| 
his  Country. 
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Edinburgh,   Oftober  28,   1793. 

unto  the  hon.  SHERIFF  of  EDINBURGH. 

The  PETITION  of  WILLIAM  SCOT, 
^procurator  fhcal  of  couut,  for  the  public  Intereft. 

HUMBLY   SHEWETH, 

f'p 

X  HAT   in  the   Months  of  November  an& 
December  laft,  or  thereby,  a  moft  dangerous  fpi- 
rit  of  Sedition  made  its  appearance  amongft  many 
of  the  Leidges  in  this  Country,  which  was  car- 
ried to  a 'very  great  height;  and  meetings  pro- 
moted and  called  at  many  different  places  for  the 
avowed   purpofe   of  creating   Difturbances,    and 
overturning  the  happy  Conftitution  of  this  Coun- 
try——In  particular  the  promoters  of  thefe  meet- 
ings and  feditious  purpofes,  procured  and  brought 
about  what  they  were  pleafed  to  term  A  Conven- 
tion of  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Edinburgh, 
fometime   in   the    beginning   of   December    laft, 
which  fat   and   deliberated   upon   their   feditious 
purpofes  for  feveral  days,    during  which  period, 
or  recently  prior  thereto,  Mr.  Archibald  Hamil- 
ton Rowan,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,   defign- 
ing  himfelf  Secretary  to  the   Society  of   United 
Lil'hmen  in  Dublin,  did,  with  a  malevolent  and 
wicked  intention,  and  with  a  view  to  promote 
and    forward    the     aforefaid    feditious    purpofes, 
tranfmit,  or  caufe  to  be  tranfmitted,  to  one  or 
more  of  the  Members  of  the  faid  Meeting,   at 
Edinburgh,    calling   or    ftyling  themfelves,    the 
Convention  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  a  print- 
ed paper  of  a  moft  dangerous  and  feditious  ten- 
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drncy,  entitled,  "  Addrefs  from  the  Society  of 
"  United  Irishmen  in  Dublin,  to  the  Delegates 
•"  for  promoting  a  Reform  in  Scotland  ;"  which 
paper,  and  the  dangerous  Sentiments  therein  con- 
tained, were  recommended  by  him  to  that  Meet- 
ing,   and  they  urged  in  confequence  thereqf   to 

adopt  the  fame. That  in   the  courfe  of   the 

months  of  June,  July,  or  Auguft  laft,  the  faid 
Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  with  the  fame  wick- 
ed and  malicious  Intent,  alio  fent  more  of  thefe 
printed  papers,  with  other  papers  or  pamphlets, 
•of  a  feditious  and  dangerous  tendency  to  the 
Constitution  of  thefe  Kingdoms  to  Scotland,  to 
be  difperfed  and  circulated  there.  And  not  fa~ 
tisfied  with  this,  he,  with  the  fame  malicious 
and  wicked  Intent,  and  for  other  feditious  and 
dangerous  purpofes,  is  juft  now  come  to  this 
Country,  and  is  *  within  your  Lordfhip's  jurif- 
diclion. — In  order  therefore,  to  check  fuch  illegal 
and  unwarrantable  proceedings,  and  prevent  the 
fatal  coniequences  which  might  enfue  therefrom  j.. 
as  alio  that  the  faid  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan 
may  be  punifhed  according  -to  Law  if  guilty  ; 
your  Lorcfihip's  warrant  to  the  efFeit  after  men- 
tioned is  craved. 


*  It  is  obfervable,  that  though  this  petition,  and 
Warrant  granted  thereon,  which  bears  date  the  28th 
of  O&ober,  1793,  ftates  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton 
'R<'.\van  to  be  then  within  the  jurifdi£t;ion  of  the  She- 
riff of  Edinburgh ;  yet  Mr.  Archibald  Hamiltoa 
Rowan  did  not  leave  Dublin  until  the  evening  of  the, 
'31ft  of  the  faid  month, — arrived  in  Edinburgh  at  one 
-o'clock  of  the  4th  November,  1 793  >  and  in  lels 
than  one  hour  afterwards  he  was  taken  into  cullody, 


(     io8     ) 

May  it  therefore  pleafe  your  Lordftiip  to  grant 
Warrant  to  Officers  of  Court,  and  other 
executors  of  the  Law,  to  fearch  for  and  ap- 
prehend the  peribn  of  the  faid  Archibald 
Hamilton  Rowan,  wherever  he  can  be  found 
within  this  Shire,  and  to  bring  him  before 
you  for  examination — and  thereafter,  if  you 
fee  caufe,  to  commit  him  priloner  to  the 
Talbooth  of  Edinburgh,  or  Canongate, 
therein  to  remain  until  liberate  in  due  courfe 
of  Law,  according  to  Juftice. 

(Signed)       WILLIAM  SCOT,  P.  F. 

Edinburgh^    October  % 8,    1793. 

The  Sheriff  having  confidered  this  petition, 
grants  Warrant  to  Officers  of  Court  to  appre- 
hend and  bring  before  him  the  perfon  of  the 
within  defigned  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  for 
examination. 

(Signed)  JOHN  PRINGLE. 

November  4,   1793. 

The  which  day,  compeared  in  the  eprefence  of 
John  Pringle,  Efq.  Advocate,  his  Majefty's 
Sheriff  Depute  of  the  Shire  of  Edinburgh, 
Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Ffq.  of  Rathcoffy, 
in  the  County  of  Kildare,  Ireland,  who  being 
examined  *  and  interrogated,    Whether  or  not 

*  This  examination  was  carried  on  in  fecret ;  the 
Sheriff  Depute,  the  Sheriff's  fubftitute,  two  Clerks, 
the  Procurator  Fifcal,  the  Meffengcr,  and  Mr.  Archi- 
bald Hamilton  Rowan,  were  the  only  perfons  prefent. 
— Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan  requeued  that  Mr. 
Lutlcr  ihoukl  be  admitted,  but  his  requeft  was  refuled, 
it  being  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  and  laws  of  Scot- 
land, to  admit  at  fuch  examination  the  prefence  of 
any  perlba  on  behalf  ef  the  party  undei  cxaminatioc, 
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the  Declarant  is  acquainted  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Muir,  younger,  of  Hunter's-Hill,  prefently  pri- 
soner in  the  Talbooth  of  Edinburgh,  declares, 
That  had  the  Declarant  been  in  his  own  Country 
when  he  was  apprehended,  he  would  have  re- 
queued to  fee  the  Warrant,  but  thinking  the 
Jirft  duty  of  a  good  Citizen,  to  be  fubmiflion  to 
authoiity,  and  appeal  to  the  Law  for  Redrefs,  he 
has  attended ;  but  being  ignorant  of  the  Laws 
of  this  Country,  and  not  knowing  how  far  he 
may  criminate  himfelf,  and  thinking  the  interro- 
gatory unconftitutional  in  itfelf,  he  begs  leave 
to  decline  anfwering.— — — Interrogated — Did  the 
Declarant  in  the  months  of  November,  Decem- 
ber, or  January  laft,  tranfmit,  or  caufe  to  be 
tranfmitted,  to  the  faid  Thomas  Muir,  or  to  any 
other  perfon  in  Scotland  a  printed  paper,  dated 
November  23d,  1792,  entitled,  fl  Addrefs  from 
"  the  Society  of  United  Irifhmen  in  Dublin,  to 
"  the  Delegates  for  promoting  a  Reform  in 
"  Scotland,  William  Drennan,  Chairman,  Archi- 
"  bald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Secretary  5  declares, 
That  for  the  reafons  above  mentioned,  and  be- 
caufe  tht  Declarant,  fees  that  the  accufations 
againft  him,  are  the  having  tranfmitted  fuch  an 

addrefs,    he  declines  anfwering. Interrogated 

— Did  the  Declarant  write  a  Letter  to  the  faid 
Mr.  Muir,  or  any  other  perfon,  defiring  him  to 
Jay  the  aforefaid  addrefs,  before  the  meeting  of 
Delegates  for  promoting  a  Reform  in  Scotland, 
defigning  themfelves  the  Convention  of  the 
Friends  of  the  People  in  Scotland  ?  Declares  and 
declines  anfwering  for  the  reafons  already  affign- 

fid. Interrogated. — Did  the  Declarant  fee  the 

aforefaid  Mr.  Muir  in  Ireland,  in  the  months  of 
June,  July,  or  Auguft  laft,  and  then  give  Mr. 
Muir  a  copy,  or  copies  of  a  printed  Pamphlet, 
entitled;  <*  ^Proceedings  of  the  Society  of  United 

Q 
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«'  Irifnmen  in  Dublin?"  Declares,  That  the 
Declarant  conceives  the  whole  of  this  examina- 
tion, as  tending  to  criminate  himfetf;  that  he 
is  riot  tor.lcious  of  having  ever  aeled  tinlike  a 
good  Citizen,  either  here  or  in  his  own  Countiy, 
and  appeals  to  the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  when 
legally  and  eonftitutionally  brought  forward,  for 
his  exculpation,  declining  to  aniwer  the  queftion. 
Interrogated' — At  what  time  the  Declarant 
arrived  in  Edinburgh  ?  Declares,  That  he  arrived 
about  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  this  Day. 
.  Interrogated — Has  the  Declarant  feen   or 

Ipoke  with  tne  aforefaid  Mr.  Muir,  fince  the  De- 
clarant arrived  in  Edinburgh  ?    Declares,    That  . 
the  MefTenger  who  took  him  into  culiody,  found 

him  in  Mr.    Muir's  room. Interrogated — 

Did  the  Declarant  come  to  Edinburgh  at  prefent, 
as  a  Delegate  from  Ireland,  to  attend  the  Con- 
vention of  the  Friends  of  the  People  at  Edin- 
burgh ?  Declares,  That  if  he  had  the  honour  of 
being  appointed  as  a  Delegate  to  attend  that 
Meeting  he  would  have  taken  care  To  come  be:ore 
it  had  broke  up, Interrogated^  Did  the  De- 
clarant write  a  Letter  to  any  perfon"  in  this 
Country,  intimating  that  he  meant  to  attend  the 
aforeiaid  Meeting  as  a  Delegate  from  Ireland,  or 
in  any  other  capacity  ?  Declares   that  he  did  not. 

-Interrogated — Did  the  Dechrant  receive  an 

invitation  from  any  perfon  or  perfons  in  th:s 
Country,  to  attend  a  Meetings  deiigning  them- 
i  Ives  a  Convention  of  the  Friends  of  the  People, 
and  which  -vas  held  in  Edinburgh  Jail:  week  ? 
Dec  tees,  'That  he  did  not  receive  fuck  in~cituiiou'. 
\ — i- — Interrogated — Did  the  Declarent  receive  an 
invitation  to  attend  any  ether  Meeting  for  Re- 
form in  Edinburgh,  under  any  other  designation 
than  that  aHovg  mentioned  ?  Declares,  That 
he  received,  no  infliction  to  tiHsad  any .  Meeting 
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n>jhaUev£r9  in  Edinburgh.  Declares  and  acknow- 
ledges, That  the  petition  of  the  Procurator  Fif- 
cal,  with  the  Sheriff's  Warrant  upon  it,  in  con- 
jfequence  of  which  the  Declarant  was  apprehend- 
ed and  brought  before  the  Sheriff,  was  read  over 
to  the  Declarant  before  the  examination  proceed- 
ed. All  this  he  declares  to  be  truth. 
(Signed) 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN. 

JOHN  PRINGLE. 

The  before  defigned  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  being  further  examined,  and  fhewn  a 
printed  Pamphlet,  entitled,  "  Proceedings  of 
the  Society  of  United  Irilhmen  in  Dublin,1'  and 
Interrogated,  Whether  the  Declarant  has  before 
feen  the  faid  Pamphlet,  or  any  copy  of  it  ?  De- 
clares that  he  knows,  that  the  Society  of  United 
Irifhmeu  publijhed  their  proceedings,  but  does 
not  know  whether  the  copy  now  fhewn  him,  be 
a  copy  of  their  proceedings  or  not. Interro- 
gated— Whether  or  not  the  Declarant,  at  any 
time,  a&fcdin  the  capacity  of  Secretary  to  any  of 
the  Meetings  of  the  arbrelaid  Society  United  Lvifh- 
men  ?  Declares  and  declines  anfwering  this  quei- 
tion,  for  the  reafens  already  afligned.  Being  In- 
terrogated, and  defirtd  to  confider  the  Pamphlet 
now  (hewn  to  him,  and  to  fay  to  the  bed  oi  his 
•^knowledge  and  belief,  whether  or  not  it  is  the 
publication  made  by  the  above  mentioned  Society, 
as  before  declared  to  ?  Declares  and  declines  an- 
fwering the  queition  ;  and  which  Pamphlet  is 
masked  as  relative  hereto  of  this  date.  All  this 
he  alio  declares  to  be  truth. 
(Signed) 

ARCHIBALD' HAMILTON  ROWAN, 

JOHN  PiUNGLE. 
G  a 


(  II*  ) 

The  before  written  Declaration,  confifting  of 
the  ten  preceding  pages,  was  freely  and  volun- 
tarily emitted  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan, 
therein  defigned,  in  prefence  of  John  Pringle, 
Efq.  Advocate  Sheriff  Depute  of  the  mire  of 
Edinburgh  ;  Harry  Davedfon,  Efq.  Sheriff  Sub- 
ftitute,  and  Mr.  William  Scot,  Procurator  Fifcal 
of  faid  mire ;  George  Williamfon,  Meffenger,' 
in  Edinburgh ;  Jofeph  Mack,  and  James  Wil- 
liamfon, Writers  in  Edinburgh.  The  Declara- 
tion being  wrote  by  the  faid  Jofeph  Mack. 

(Signed)         HARRY  DAVEDSON. 
WILLIAM  SCOT. 
JOSEPH  MACK. 
GEORGE  WILLIAMSON. 
JAM.  WILLIAMSON. 

November  4,  i  793. 

The  Petitioner  reprefents,  that  as  the  within 
defined  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Efq.  when 
under  examination  before  your  Lordfhip,  de- 
clined to  anfwer  feveral  queftions  put  to  him. 
The  Petitioner  is  entitled  to  have  yosv  Lord- 
fhip's  Warrant  againft  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  to  commit  him  for  further  examination. 
But  as  the  enquiries  and  further  examinations 
may  take  up  a  confiderable  time,  and  thereby 
lay  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan  under  con- 
finement, the  Petitioner  mall  confent  that  he  be 
liberated  from  the  prefent,  upon  finding  caution 
to  (land  Tryal,  in  any  criminal  complaint  to  be 
luoupht  againft  him,  for  the  crimes  charged  in 
the  petition,  and  craves  that  your  Lordihip  will 
grant  Warrant  accordingly. 

(Signed)  WILLIAM  SCOT. 
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Edinhurghy  Novemher  3,    1793. 

The  Sheriff  having  refumed  the  confideration 
of  this  petition,  declaration  of  the  within  de- 
figned  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  taken  before 
him  of  this  date,  with  the  before  written  minute, 
grants  Warrant  to  Officers  of  Court,  and  George 
Williamfon,  Meflenger  at  Arms,  to  apprehend, 
and  incarcerate  him  in  the  Tolbooths  of  Edin- 
burgh, or  Canongate ;  the  Keepers  whereof  are 
"hereby  ordered  to  receive  and  detain  him,  ay  and 
until  he  find  caution  acted  in  the  Sheriff  Court 
Books  of  Edinburgh,  to  anfwer  to  abide  Tryal, 
and  underlye  the  Law,  in  any  complaint  or  cri- 
minal proiecution  to  be  brought  againft  him, 
within  the  fpace  of  fix  Months,  from  the  date  of 
fuch  caution,  before  any  Court  competent  upon 
the  fubjecl  matter  of  this  petition,  and  that 
under  the  penalty  of  three  thoufand  Marks,  Scots 
Money. 

(Signed)  JOHN  PRINGLE. 

At  Edinburgh,    the   fourth  Day  of  November, 
feveirteen  hundred  and  ninety-three  years. 

The  which  Day  compeared,  Colonel  Norman 
Mc.  Leod,  refiding  in  GeorgeVStreet,  Edinburgh, 
and  judicially  enacfs,  binds,  and  obliges  himfelf, 
his  heirs,  executors,  and  fucceffors,  as  cautioners 
and  furetys,  acfed  in  the  Sheriff  Court  Books 
of  Edinburgh,  for  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan, 
Efq.  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  prefently  in 
Edinburgh,  that  he  fhall  pre  lent  the  peribn  of 
the  faid  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Efq.  at 
any  time  and  place  to  which  he  fhall  be  lawfully 
fummoned,  within  the  fpace  of  fix  Months  from 
this  date,  and  at  all  the  after  dyets  of  Court,  to 
anfwer  to  abide  Tryal,  and  underlye  the  Law  in, 
G  3 
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ariy  in  any  complaint,  or  criminal  profecution  te 
be  brought  againft  him,  within  the  fpace  aforefaid, 
before  any  Court  competent,  either  at  the  in- 
jftance  of  his  Majefty"s  Advocate,  or  the  Pro- 
curator Fifcal  of  Court,  upon  the  fubjeel:  matter 
of  the  petition  and  information  prefented  to  the 
Sheriff  of  Edinburgh,  whereon  the  warrant  of 
commitment  againft  him  did  of  this  date  proceed, 
and  that  under  the  penalty  of  three  thotifand 
Marks,  Scots  Money. 

(Signed)  NORMAN  Mc.  LEOD. 

At  Edinburgh,    the   fourth  Day  of  November, 
feventeen  hundred  and  ninety-three  years, 

What  is  wrote  upon  this,  and  the  preceding 
pages,  is  a  juft  copy  of  the  Proceedings  before 
the  Sheriff  of  Edinburgh,  refpecling  Archibald 
Hamilton  Rowan,  Efq. 

JOSEPH  MACK. 
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The  following  is  the  cony  of  a  Letter  from 
-   Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  Efq; 
to   the   Sheriff  of  Edinburgh,  dated  No- 
vember 6th,    1793,    which  is  to  be  held 
as  part  of  the  declaration. 

JOSEPH  MACK. 


MY   LORD, 


I 


N  confequence  of  your  kind  permiffion  of  this 
morning,  I  trouble  you  with  the  following  ex- 
planation :  Upon  reading  over  the  Interrogatory, 
and  examining  my  papers,  I  find  an  incorre6tnefs 
might  be  implied  from  two  of  the  anfwers  I  gave 
to  you  in  my  examination,  which  I  beg  leave  to 
elucidate. 

"  Interrogated — Did  the  Declarant  receive  an, 
**  invitation  from  any  perfon  or  pr-rfons  in  this 
<c  Country,  to  attend  a  Meeting,  designing  them- 
"  felves  a  Convention  of  the  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
"  pie,  and  winch  was  held  in  Edinburgh  laft 
*c  week  ?  Declares   that  he  did    not  receive  fuch 

"  invitation. Interrogated — Did    the    Decla- 

"  rant  receive  an  invitation  to  attend  any  other 
"  Meeting  for  Reform  in  Edinburgh,  under  any 
**  other  defignation,  than  that  above  mentioned  ? 
11  Declares  that  he  received  no  invitation  to  at- 
*'  tend  any  Meeting  whatever  in  Edinburgh." 

Now  I  do  find  that  I  did  receive  a  Letter  int 
Ireland  from  an  Individual,  which  contained  the 
following  paragraph  : — "  I  could  moft  earneftly 
"  wifh  that  you,  or  any  of  your  friends,  would 
"  without  delay,  do  us  the  honour  of  a  vilit." 

Q  4 
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I  did  not  recollect  this  paragraph  when  I  was 
"brought  before  you,  I  hardly  think  it  can  be 
called  an  invitation,  I  certainly  did  not  think 
it  fuch  j  and  I  declare  upon  my  honour,  that  that 
Letter  was  not  the  cccafion  of  my  coming  to 
Scotland. 

I  am,  my  Lord,  &c. 

(Signed) 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN, 


N.  B.  Norman  Mc.  Leod,  Efq ;  who  became 
the  bail  of  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton  Rowan,  is 
Member  of  Parliament  for  Invernefslhire ;  a. 
Gentleman  of  large  property  and  exteniive  con- 
nexions. The  circumftances  of  this  bufinefs 
being  reported  to  him,  while  Mr.  Archibald  Ha- 
milton Rowan  was  under  examination,  he  attend- 
ed at  the  Sheriffs  Court,  and  although  he  was 
an  entire  ftranger  to  Mr.  Archibald  Hamilton 
Rowan,  yet  he  infifted  in  the  handibmeftsnanaer 
on  becoming  bound  as  his  bail. 
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FtiJay,  November    Xld^    1.793, 

the   SOCIETY  of    UNITED  IRISHMEN 

in       DUBLIN, 

to   mr.    THOMAS  MUIR. 


E  who  fo  lately  heard  you,  in  the  centre  of 
our  circle,  pour  out,  with  a  fervour  of  rational 
declamation,  the  earneft  prayer  of  au  honert  heart, 
for  the  freedom,  peace  and  happinefs  of  the  human 
race,  have  felt,  as  men  ought  to  feel,  (lor  you  rue 
now  every  man's  countryman)  on  hearing  an  ac- 
count, from  eye-witnefFes,  of  your  preient  rigo- 
rous imprifonment  preparatory  to  fourteen  yea.rs5 
not  of    banifliment,    but   of   rranfportation  from 

your  native  land, for  what  ? — For   confpiri ng 

againffc  the  Corruptions  of  the  Conttitution,  and 
zealously  driving  to  give  a  reprefentation  to  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  people. — We  addrefs  you  in. 
no  ftrain  of  ideot  ceremony,  but  as  men  rympathi- 
iing  with  man  fuffering ;  the  language  alive  and 
the  heart  affe&ed'. 

Let  the  few  Lawyers  who  can  look  down  on 
their  profeiTion  frqm  the  height  of  their  nature, 
expatiate  with  a  noble  indignation  on  the  confe- 
rence of  "  Politics  entering  into  the  Courts  of 
jjuftice  and  feating  herfelf  on  the  Bench,1'  fnar- 
pening  the  fe  verity  of  fentence  with  the  fnappiilt- 
heis  of  office,  and  the  acrimony  of  nerfohal  ven- 
geance, feizmg  with  greedineis  the  advantage  of 
tanafceFtatmect  and  uncertain  punimment,  rioting 
upon  Dif.rc-io;?,  and  without  weighing  the  intrin- 
fic  nature  of'ihe  oiFence  or  the  inadequacy  of  the 
penalty,  ri-.iHy  ptjrrimihg  Public  Opinion,  and 
ac;;  raui -.!:in0-  ail  the  exaiperation  felt  agaittft  the 
G  \ 
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prevailing  fenfe  of  the  community,  on  the  head  of 
an  unhappy  individual.  Let  thofe  fingular  Law- 
yers detail  with  energy  the  terrible  defects  of  judi- 
cial procedure  in  Scotland,  through  all  its  ftages 
from  accufation  to  conviction.  Let  them  inftance 
thofe  particular  irregularities  in  form  which  have 
vitiated  your  trial,  in  the  opinion  of  the  beft  law- 
yers, as  it  has  already  been  deemed  vitiated  by  its 
vindictive  fpirit,  in  the  minds  of  the  beft  men. 
Let  this  be  done— but  this  is  too  technical  a  tafk 
for  our  feelings,  nor  does  it  indeed  correfpond  to 
the  dignity,  we  will  venture  to  call  it,  the  proud 
importance  of  your  prefent  ftation.  We  fpeak  to 
you  as  Citizens  to  a  Friend  and  Brother,  Citizens 
condenfed  together  in  affection,  perhaps  the  more 
from  the  frozen  indifference,  which,  for  the  pre- 
fent, we  feel  around  us. 

You  ought  then,  Dear  Aflbciate !  you  ought  to 
extract  comfort  from  your  prefent  lituation.  Piea- 
fure  often  fkkens,  but  there  is  fublime  and  perma- 
nent delight  in  ftruggling  with  unmerited  misfor- 
tune. The  cabinet  contains  its  fufferings,  its 
doubts  and  its  defpondence ;  the  cell  has  its  en- 
joyments, its  hopes,  and  the  nightly  vifrcation  of 
felf-approving  confcience.  Has  it  not  already 
Ihown  you,  aufterely  but  truely,  the  diftinction 
between  what  is  lafting  and  what  is  perimable  ? 
Has  it  not  winnowed  the  world  for  your  ufe,  and 
feparated  the  chaff  of  mankind  from  the  grain? 
Do  you  not  now  feel  the  value  of  that  friend/hip 
which  clings  to  the  forfaken,  the  value  of  that 
fimpie  and  iincere  prayer  which  the  poor  of  Scot- 
land are  daily  offering  up  for  the  Advocate  of  the 
Fecple,  expelled  from  his  profeflion,  becaufe  his 
principles  were  not  thofe  of  a  Craft,  and  banifhed 
from  his  country  for  having  thoughtas  Blackftone, 
as  Locke,  and  as  Sidney  ?  Is  it  not  fweet  to  think 
that  every  hour  you  now  live  is  produfli've,  that 
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your  life  is  not  wafted,  but  burns  away  an  offering 
on  the  altar  of  humanity  j  that  your  example 
ferves  to  infpirit  others  in  the  fame  fituarion  ;  that 
your  folid  virtue  may  have  been  the  means  of 
averting  from  others,  the  fufferings  you  yourfelf 
experience  ;  and,  that  many  who  now  enjoy  their 
firefides,  their  wives,  and  their  children  may  be 
indebted  to  your  prompt  interpolation,  your  Heady 
zeal  and  your  patient  magnanimity  ?  Is  it  not 
fweet  to  thing  that  your  confinement  or  exile  may, 
in  any  way,  tend  to  the  liberty  of  others. 

If  that  can  be   called   Liberty  where  the 

public  foul  is  imprifoned,  where  lufpicion  clouds 
the  open,  candid  front  of  man  ;  where  the  amia- 
ble ingenuoufnefs  that  keeps  no  guard,  and  in  the 
fimplicity  of  the  heart  forgets  to  place  a  feal  on  thes 
lip,  is,  at  every  hour,  and  in  every  place,  expo- 
fed  to  calumny  that  lies  in  filent  watch,  with  all 
the  venom  of  the  fnake,  and  without  its  rattle.— • 
If  that  can  be  called  Public  Liberty,  where  two 
men  meet,  and  after  eying  each  other  afkance, 
both  afk  "  What  News  ?"  becaufe  neither  dare 
anfwer  the  queltion  j  where  the  morality  of  a  man 
may  beibotiefs  and  yet  his  perion  be  profcribed 
and  his  principles  accounted  peftilential. — If  that 
can  be  called  Public  Liberty,,  where  at  the  once 
focial  table,  we  fee  feafr.  without  fellow/hip,  com- 
pany without  cordiality,  and  the  jingle  of  frigid 
gJaffes  without  a  free  interchange  of  fentiment, 
and  a  mixture  of  mind — Where  at  the  ftill  dearer 
domellic  board,  the  wife  fhudders,  when  her  huf- 
•  bi.nd  drops  a  word  on  the  ftrange  impreffive  fcenes 
that  are  .paffing  before  mens  eyes,  and  in  a  panic, 
fends  off  the  attendants  for  fear  they  have  glided 
into  the  family  as  fpies,  and  removes  her  very 
children  left  they  mould  hear  their1  honeft  parent 
give  vent  to  the  bitternefs  of  his  heart,  and  call 
down  a  curfe  on  the,  men  who  have  been  curfes  to 
their  country. 
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Alas  for  that  Country  \  alas  for  thai  Conftitu- 
tion,  fet  in  fuch  hideous  forms  before  the  eyes  of 
thofe  who  nxifb  to  love  it,  and  guard  it,  and  fave 
it  from  a  conflagration  that  threatens  to  involve 
every  thing  human  and  divine  ? — That  our  rulers 
would  or  could  think  at  large  I — That  they  would 
not  fit  their  minds  merely  to  the  dimeniions  of 
their  clofets,  and  their  plans  to  the  expedients  of 
an  hour  ? — That  they  would  go  abroad  and  afcend 
to  fuch  a  mental  elevation,  as  not  only  to  contem- 
plate the  murmuring  multitude  below,  but  with  a 
prefcience  derived  from  recolleclipn,  to  command 
a  profpect  into  futurity,  to  trace  the  progrefs  of 
mind  through  the  lapfe  of  ages,  till  loft  in  Eternal 
Truth,  ft  ill  flowing  onward,  ftill  enlarging,  rifing* 
over  every  obftacle  and  fometimes  fmooth,  deep 
and  filent,  juft  before  it  breaks  down  into  a  ca- 
taract, followed  by  a  tide  wild,  broken  and  inna- 
vigable, Would  to  God,  that,  inftead  of  punii'h- 
ing  a  worthy  man  for  mixing  with  the  commonal  ■ . 
ty,  our  rulers  would  not  merely  connive  at,  hut 
encourage  fuch  an  approximation  and  intimacy 
between  higher  'and  lower  fociety  as  would  cure 
the  vices  incident  to  each,  bring  the  o£e  down 
and  the  other  up  to  their  nature,  humanizing  the 
,  er.r>eb!ing  th?  vulgar,  and  tempering  the 
ferocity  of  both,  in  more,  as  would,  by  turning 
uielefs  pyramids  of  Power  into  humble  and  chear- 
fui  Habitations,  make  man  relifh  his  iituation 
and  deprecate  ail  change  as  the  wcrft  of  misfor- 
tunes ! 

In  whatever  part  of  the  world,  Dean  Sir,  it  may 
be  vour  deftiny  to*d«vell,  Believe  ia€3  you  will  hear 
akr.s;' wall  ycu  our  reipect,  cur  affection,  eur  ad- 
miration.  The-e  is  an  ete£krieity  that  at  prefent 
peivades  the  umveiiai  mind,  and  were  you  placed 
at  the  extremity  of  the  globe,  the  heart  of  every 
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Patriot  will  always  feel  the  Touch  of  your  Con- 
dition ;  we  feel  much  at  prefent  on  hearing  of 
your  illnefs  }  we  hope  there  are  many  years  be- 
fore you ;  but  if  otherwife,  be  fatisfied,  for  you 
have  not  lived  in  vain.  If  death  be,  as  we  be- 
lieve it,  but  a  paufe  in  existence,  your  happinefs 
is  yet  to  come  ;  and  if  death  be,  as  we  truft  in 
God  it  is  not,  an  eternal  Jleep,  are  not  the  dreams 
of  fuch  an  honefr.  man  infinitely  preferable  to  the 
perpetual  incubus  of  a  guilty  confcience  ? 


Edinburgh,  Monday  November  %$thy   1 7*93- 

the  BRITISH   CONVENTION, 

F  the  Delegates  of  the  People,  affociated  to 
obtain  Univerfal  Suffrage  and  Annual  Parlia- 
ments, after  taking  into  their  Consideration  the 
oppreifed  State  of  their  Brethren  in  Ireland,  and 
the  Unconilitutional  Act  of  the  laft  SeiTion  of 
their  Parliament  called  The  Convention  Ail ;  and 
feeing  vjith  Indignation,  that>by  that  Act  they 
were  deprived  of  thofe  Rights,  cheaply  purchased 
by  tne  Blood  of  our  common  Anceirors,  and  which 
have\fmce  been  confirmed  and  fecured  by  the  great 
Cfa  irt.er  of  our  Liberties : 

Resolved,  rihat  all,  or  any  of  the  Patriotic 
Members  of  the  Society  o/' United  Irish  en  of 
Dublin,  fnall  be  admitted  to  f peak  and  vote  in 
this  Convention, 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Reflation  be  iranf- 
mlied  to  Citizen  Hamilton  Rowan,  to  be  by 
hi'-i  communicated  to  the  United  Irishmen  of 
Djelin. 

Signed  by  Order  of  the  Convention, 

MAT.  CAVIPELL  BROWNE,  frefulent. 

W,  SKIRVXNG,  Secretary. 
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SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 

DUBLIN, 

to  the  BRITISH  CONVENTION. 


Y 


OUR  refolution  in  favour  of  this  Society- 
has  been  communicated  to  us  by  our  highly  re- 
flected Archieald  Hamilton  Rowan. 

If  Irifhmen  now  confult,  through  the  medium 
of  Delegation  (the  beft  mode  of  avoiding  tumult 
and  obtaining  cool  deliberation)  on  the  means 
of  procuring  a  Reprelentation  of  the  Nation  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  they  become  fcionioufly 
criminal :  We  therefore  receive  your  refolution, 
not  as  a  debt  due  to  our  merits  or  our  fufferings, 
but  as  a  meafure  of  manly  and  energetic  policy, 
the  only  remaining  means  of  union  with  Ireland. 
Thofe  men  who  are  interefted  in  refilling  the 
meafures  of  Reform  in  the  three  Kingdoms,  have 
long  fince  confpired  together,  and  have  frequent- 
ly experienced  the  benefits  reliilting  from  fuch 
co-operation  :  It  is  by  that  union  they  have  been 
f©  long  enabled  to  opprefs  the  Democracy  of 
thefe  Countries.  Identity  of  interell  and  object 
is  their  bond  of  union  j  let  us  learn  wif'dom  from 
our  enemies,  and  let  us  alfo  be  united  by  identity 
of  intereft  and  of  object.  Our  repeated  failures 
of  fuccefs  mult  convince  us,  that  while  each  Na- 
tion ltands  back,  waiting  until  the  others  /hall 
have  made  the  nVft  flruggie,  we  mult  ail  be  baf- 
fled. Our  caufe  is  a  common  cauie,  and  mull 
be  won  by  common  exertions. 

Certain  meaiuits,  which  have  been  recently 
taken  in   this  Country  to  itifie  the  voice  of  the 


(  i»3  > 
People,  may  probably,  in  confequence  of  this  wide 
extended  confpiracy  againft  Reform,  be  adopted  in 
Great  Britain  with  a  fimilar  intention.  While  yet 
unreftraine~,  guard  againft  the  impending  danger  ; 
deliberate  in  time  upon  the  means  of  fruftrating 
the  attempt,  (hould  it  be  made ;  and  of  avoid- 
ing its  oppreflive  confequences,  mould  it  be  fuc  > 
cefsful :  and  if  you  can  devife  a  mode  by  which 
we  may  all,  in  iuch  cafe  co-operate,  you  may 
rely  on  our  exertions. 

It  is  to  inculcate  this  principle  of  union,  and 
not  with  the  idea  of  conrerring  honour,  that  we 
have  parted  the  refolution  we  now  indole  to  you. 
By  it  you  will  find  we  have  not  only  embraced 
all  the  Members  of  your  Convention  as  Brothers 
and  AfTociates,,  but  have  alfo  extended  thofe  titles 
to  all  your  Conftituents.  To  them  we  requeft 
you  will  make  known  this  affurance  of  our  af- 
fection»~  Tell  them  it  is  at  this  moment  of  dan- 
ger and  perfecution,  while  you  are  threatened 
with  all  the  complicated  miferies,  a  malignant 
policy,  yet  unglutted  with  the  multitude  of  its 
victims,  can  inflict,  that  we  are  cemented  toge- 
ther by  Jhe  unity  of  our  caufe,  and  pledge  our- 
felves  to  an  undeviating  fidelity  for  its  fuccefs. 

In  purfuanee  of  the  great  object  of  our  AfTo- 
ciation,  we  are  now  preparing  fuch  a  plan  of 
Reform,  as,  in  our  appreheniion,  will,  if  car- 
ried into  effect,  give  an  impartial  and  adequate 
Reprelentation  to  the  People  in  Parliament. 
When  arranged,  it  (hall  be  tranfmitted  either  ta 
you,  if  you  mould  be  then  afTembled,  or  other- 
wife  to  the  feveral  Societies  by  which  you  are 
Delegated.. 
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A        PLAN 

OF    an    EQUAL   REPRESENTATION 

of  the  PEOPLE  or  IRELAND 

in   the   HOUSE   of   COMMONS. 

Prepared  for  Public  Confideration  by  the  SOCIETY 
of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of  DUBLIN. 

I.  X  HAT  the  Nation,  for  the  Purpofe  of 
Reprefentation  folely,  mould  be  divided  into  300 
Electorates,  formed  by  Combination  of  Parifhes, 
and  as  nearly  as  poflible  equal  in  Point  of  Popu- 
lation. 

II.  That  each  Electorate  mould  return  one 
Reprefentative  to  Parliament. 

III.  That  each  Electorate  mould,  for  tfee 
Convenience  of  carrying  on  the  Elections  at  the 
fame  Time,  be  fubdivided  into  a  fufficie&t  Num- 
ber of  Parts. 

IV.  That  there  mould  be  a  returning  Officer 
for  each  Electorate,  and  a  deputy  returning  Of- 
ficer for  each  Subdivifion,  to  be  refpectively 
elected. 

V.  That  the  Electors  of  the  Ele&orate  mould 
vote,  each  in  the  Subdivifion  in  which  he  is  re- 
gistered, and  has  refided  as  herein  after  fpecified. 

VI.  That  the  returning  Officers  of  the  Sub- 
divisions mould  feverally  return  their  refpec~tive 
Polls  to  the  returning  Officer  of  the  Elector  e, 
who  fhould  tot  up  the  Whole,  and  return  t  le 
Perlbn  having  a  Majority. of  Votes,  as  the  Ks- 
prefentative  in  Parliament. 
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VII.  That  every  Man  poflefllng  the  Right 
of  Suffrage  for  a  Reprefen'ative  in  Parliament, 
fhould  exercife  it  in  his  awn  Perfon  only. 

VIII.  That  no  Perfon  mould  have  a  Right  to> 
rote  in  more  than  one  Electorate  at  the  fame 
Election. 

IX.  That  every  Male  of  found  Mind,  who 
has  attained  the  full  Age  of  21  Years,  and  ac- 
tually dwelt,  or  maintained  a  Family  Eftabli/h- 
ment  in  any  Electorate  for  fix  Months  of  the 
Twelve  immediately  previous  to  the  Commence- 
ment of  the  Election,  (provided  his  Refidence, 
or  maintaining  a  Family  Eftablifhment  be  duly 
regiftered)  fhpuld  be  intitled  to  vote  for  the  Re- 
prefentative  of  the  Electorate. 

X.  That  there  mould  be  a  Regittering  Offi- 
cer, and  a  Regiftry  of  Refidence  in  every  Subdi- 
viikm  of  each  Electorate;  and  that  in  all  Quefti- 
ons  concerning  Refidence,  the  Regiftry  mould  be 
confidered  as  conclufive  Evidence. 

XI.  That  all  Elections  in  the  Nation  mould 
commence  and  clofe  on  the  fame  Day. 

XII.  That  the  Votes  of  all  Ele&ors  mould 
be  given  Vy  Voice  and  not  by  Ballot. 

XIII.  That  no  Oath  of  any  Kind  mould  be 
taken  by  any  Elector. 

XIV.  That  the  full  Age  of  25  Years  mould 
be  a  neeeffary  Qualification  to  intitle  any  Man  to 
be  a  Reprefentative. 

XV.  That  Refidence  within  the  Electorate 
mould  not,  but  that  Refidence  within  the  King- 
dom mould  be  a  neeeffary  Qualification  for  a  Re  - 
prefentative. 

XVI.  That  no  Property  Qualification  mould 
be  neeeffary  to  intitle  any  Man  to  be  a  Repre- 
fentative. 


(       126      ) 

XVII.  That  any  Perfon  having  a  Penfion,  er 
holding  a  Place  in  the  Executive  or  Judicial  De- 
partments, mould  ie  thereby  difqualified  from 
being  a  Reprefentative. 

XVIII.  That  Reprefentatives  mould  receive 
a  reafonable  Stipend  for  their  Services. 

XIX.  That  every  reprefentative  mould,  on 
taking  his  Seat,  fwear  that  neither  he,  nor  any 
Perfon  to  promote  his  Intereft,  with  his  Privity, 
gave  or  was  to  give  any  Bribe  for  the  Suffrage  of 
any  Voter. 

XX.  That  any  Reprefentative  convicted  by  a 
Jury,  of  having  a&ed  contrary  to  the  Subftance 
of  the  above  Oath,  mould  be  for  ever  difquali- 
fied from  fitting  or  voting  in  Parliament. 

.  XXI.  That  Parliaments  mould  be  Annual. 

XXII.  That  a  Reprefentative  mould  be  at 
Liberty  to  relign  his  Delegation  upon  giving  fuf-. 
fjcient  Notice  to  his  Constituents. 

XXIII.  That  Abfence  from  Duty  for 
fiiould  vacate  the  Seat  of  a  Reprefentative* 
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the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  OF 

DUBLIN 

to  the  PEOPLE   of   IRELAND. 

PEOPLE  OF   IRELAND, 


Wi 


E  new  fubmit  to  your  cofideration,  a  plan 
for  your  equal  reprefentation  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons. In  framing  it,  we  have  difregarded  the 
many  over-charged  accufations,  which  we  hear 
daily  made  by  the  prejudiced  and  the  corrupt, 
againft  the  People,  their  independence,  integrity 
and  underftanding.  We  are,  ourfelves,  but  a 
portion  of  the  People ;  and  that  appellation,  we 
feel,  confers  more  real  honour  and  importance, 
than  can,  in  thefe  times,  be  derived  from  Places, 
Penfions,  or  Titles.  As  little  have  we  confulted 
the  fentiments  of  Adminiftration  or  of  Oppolition. 
We  have*  attentively  obferved  them  both,  and, 
whatever  we  may  hope  of  fome  members  of  the 
latter,  we  firmly  believe  that  both  thofe  parties 
are  equally  averfe  from  the  meafure  of  adequate 
reform.  If  we  had  no  other  realbn  for  that  opi- 
nion, the  plan  laid  before  Parliament,  in  the  laft 
feffion,  under  the  aufpices  of  Oppoiition,  might 
convince  us  of  the  melancholy  truth.  Thus  cir- 
cumftanced,  then,  diftrufting  all  Parties,  we  hold 
it  the  right  and  the  duty  of  every  Man  in  the  Nati- 
on, to  examine,  deliberate,  and  decide  for  himlelf 
on  that  important  meafure.  As  a  portion  of  the 
People  (for  in  no  other  capacity,  we  again  repeat  it, 
do  we  prefume  to  addrefs  you)  we  fuggeft  to  you 
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our  ideas,  by  which  we  would  provide  to  preferye 
the  popular  part  of  the  Legiflatuie  uninfluenced 
by,  and  "ndeperydeRt  of  the  other  two  parts,  and 
to  effectuate  that  efientialprinciple  of  juftke  and 
of  our  Constitution,  that  every.  Man  has  the  right 
of  voting,  thro'  the  medium  of  his  reprefentative, 
for  the  law  by  which  he  is  bound  :  that  facred 
principle,  for  which  America  fought,  and  by  which. 
Ireland  was  emancipated  from  Britrfh  fupremacy  1 
If  our  ideas  are  right,  which  we  feel  an  honeft 
conviction  they  are,  adopt  them ,  if  wrong,  dif- 
cuffion  will  detect  their  errors.,  and  njje.  at  leajl, 
fhall  be  always  found  ready  to  profit  by,  and 
conform  ourfelves  to  the  fentiments  of  the  Peo- 
ple. 

Our  prefent  ftate  of  reprefentation  is  charged 
with  being  unequal,  unjuft,  and  by  no  means 
calculated  %o  exprefs your  deliberate  will,  on  any 
fubject  of  general  importance.  We  have  endea- 
voured to  point  out  the  remedies  of  thofe  evils,  by 
a  more  equal  distribution  of  political  power  and 
liberty;  by  damp. ~  juftice  •  and  by  anxioufly  pro- 
viding thai:  your  deliberate  will  mall  be,  at  all 
times,  accurately  exprefled  in  your  own  J. ranch  of 
the  Legislature.  If  thefe  are  not  the  principles 
of  good  government,  we  have  yet  to  learn  from, 
the  Placemen  and  Penfioners  that  flit  about  the 
Cattle,  in  what  the  fcience  of  Politics  can  confift. 
But  we  know  they  are,  and  we  are  bold  to  fay, 
that  the  more  a  government  carries  thefe  princi- 
ples into  effecl,  the  nearer  it  approaches  to  per- 
fection. 

We  believe  it  will  be  faid  that  our  plan,  howe- 
ver juft,  is  impracticable  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
this  Country.  If  any  part  of  that  impractica- 
bility mould  be  fuppofed  torefult  from  the  inter- 
efted  refinance  of  borough-proprietors,  although 
we  never  will  confent   to  compromife   the  Public 
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Right,  yet  we,  for  our  parts,  might  not  hcfitate 
to  purcnafe  the  Public  Fea<x\>y  an  adequate  com- 
peni'ation.  At  all  events,  it  refts  with  you,  Coun- 
trymen, not  with  us,  to  remove  the  objection. 
j£  you  do  not  wifh  the  aceomplifhment  of  fuch  a 
Reform,  it  will  not  take  place  :  if  you  do,  we 
cannot  believe  that  Ireland  isjpt  funk  to  that  ftate 
of  mif-government,  in  which  it  may  be  truly  faid, 
that  although  the  great  body  of  the  People  ferioufiy 
feel  the  juitice  of  a  meafure,  and  are  ferioufly  de- 
termined on  its  attainment,  it  is  neverthelefs  im- 
practicable. 

To  you,  among  our  Countrymen,  for  whofe 
welfare  we  have  peculiarly  laboured  from  the  firft 
moment  of  cur  inftitution,  and  the  contemplation 
of  whofe  profperity  will  more  than  eompenfate  us 
for  the  fufferings  we  may  have  endured,  for  the 
calumnies  with  which  we  are  afperfed,  and  for 
thofe  which  the  publication  of  this  unpalateable 
plan  will  call  down  upon  us  ;  To  you  the  poorer 
claffes  of  the  Community  we  now  addreis  ourfelves. 
We  are  told  50.11  are  ignorant;  we  wifh  you  to  enjoy 
Liberty,  without  which  no  People  was  ever  en- 
lightenecr:  we  are  told  you  are  uneducated  and 
.  immoral ;  we  wifh  you  to  be  educated,  and  your 
morality  improved,  by  the  moil  rapid  of  all  in- 
itructors — a  good  government.  Do  you  find  your- 
lelves  funk  in  poverty  and  wretched nefs  ?  Are  you 
overloaded  with  burdens,  you  are  but  little  able 
to  bear  ?  Do  you  feel  many  grievances,  which  it 
would  be  tedious,  and  might  be  unfafe  to  mention  ? 
Believe  us,  they  can  all  be  redreffed  by  fuch  a  re- 
form as  will  giveyou  your  juft  proportion  of  influ- 
ence in  the  Legiflature,  and  ey  such  a  measure 
only.  To  that,  therefore,  we  with  to  rivet  all 
your  attention.  Let  thofe  Men,  who  wrangle 
about  preferring  or  acquiring  power,  catch  at  po- 
pularity by    their  petty  regulations  to  check  the 
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progrefs  of  thefe  growing  evils  ;  do  you  .deliberate* 
in  the  retirement  of  your  hearts,  upon  their  only 
adequate  remedy.  Defift,  we  entreat  you,  from 
thofe  difturhances,  which  are  a  difgtace  to  your 
Country,  and  an  injury  to  yourfelves,  which  im- 
pair your  own  ftrength,  and  impede  your  own  caufe. 
Examine,  peaceably  and  attentively,  the  plan  of 
reform  we  now  fubmit  to  you.  Confider,  Does 
it  propofe  to  do  you  jujl ice  ?  Does  it  propofe  to  give 
you  fufficient  protection?  for  we  have  no  fears, 
but  that  the  Rich  will  have  juftice  done  to  them, 
and  will  be  always  fufficiently  protected.  Hang 
this  plan  up  in  your  Cabbins :  think  on  it  over 
and  over  again  :  Do  not  throw  it  by  in  defpair, 
as  being  impoflible  to  be  carried  into  effecT: ; 
FOR  NOTHING,  Wfi  H0P2,  IS  IMPOSSIBLE  THAT 
1.8  JUST. 


/ 
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February  ytli,  1794. 
the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  of 

DUBLIN, 

to  ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN,  Efq, 


W: 


E  offer  you  our  congratulations  the  "only 
teftimonial  of"  our  regard,  which  could  be  accept- 
able to  you.  We  difdain  to  addrefs  a  mind  like 
yours  in  the  language  of  pity  and  condolence. 
Although  torn  from  what  conftituted  the  chief 
felicity  of  your  being,  the  Society  of  an  amiable 
exemplary  wife,  and  thefuperintendance  of  a  nu- 
merous and  prornifing  offspring,  you  are  plunged 
into  a  loathfome  prifon.  Yet  the  rectitude  of 
your  caufe,  the  firrnnefs  of  your  principles,  the 
unbending  energy  of  your  mind,  the  ardent  af- 
fection of  your  grateful  Countrymen,  (to  the  af- 
fertion  of  whofe  liberties  you  have  devoted  your- 
i'elf)  will  thear  and  fuftain  you  through  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  tedious  imprifonment. 

When  we  call  to  recollection,  the  illuftrious 
dead  who  flood  forward,  the  champions  and  vic- 
tims of  their  Country's  caufe. — When  we  think 
of  Hambden,  of  Ruffel  and  of  Sidney,  who  have 
iealed  their  principles  with  their  blood,  all  infe- 
rior feelings  fubfide  and  we  forget  the  feverity  of 
your  fufferings  in  their  glory. 

Although  corruption  has  been  leagued  with 
falfehoou,  to  mifreprefent  and  vilify  this  Society, 
we  have  repofed  in  honeft  confidence  on  the  con- 
foling  reflection,  that  we  fhould  at  all  times  find 
an  impregnable  barrier  in  the  trial  by  jury— 
Wherein  character  and  intention  ihould  be  re- 
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garded  as  unerring  guides  to  juftice.  But  while 
we  have  been  earnellly  endeavouring  to  eftablifh 
the  conliitutional  rights  of  our  Country,  we  fud- 
denly  find  ourfelves  at  a  lofs  for  this  first  and 

LAST    STAKE    OF    A  FREE    PEOPLE,   for  the  trial 

by  Jury,  lofes  its  whole  value,  when  the  Sheriff 
or  the  Pannell,  are  under  the  influence  of  interelt, 
prejudice  or  delufion,  and  that  battery  which  li- 
berty and  wifdorn  had  united  to  conftrucl  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  People,  is  turned  againft  them. 

However  in  defiance  of  that  fyftem  of  profcrip- 
tion,  which  is  no  longer  confined  to  a  particular 
perfuafion,  but  which  vifits  with  vengeance  every 
exertion  in  the  caufe  of  freedom,  we  trull  you  are 
affured  of  our  inflexible  determination,  to  purfue 
the  great  object  of  our  aflbciation. — An  eq^ual 

AND      IMPARTIAL     REPRESENTATION      OF     THE 

people  in  parliament.  An  object  from 
which  no  chance  or  change,  no  flander,  no  per- 
secution, no  oppreffion  mail  deter  us. 
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Newgate,  February  %th,   1 794, 
UNITED    IRISHMEN, 


Y 


O  U  have  greatly  over- rated  both  my  merits 
and  my  fufferings.  My  merits,  as  a  Citizen, 
coniift  in  an  honeft,  and  refolute  attachment,  in 
my  principles,  and  in  my  practice,  to  that  bond 
of  cur  Society,  an  Equal  Reprefentation  of  the 
People  in  Parliament  j  which  I  confider  to  be  the 
effence  of  the  Britifh  Conftitution,  and  which  I 
efteem  of  abfolute  neceffity  for  the  peace  and  li- 
berty of  Ireland. 

Do  not  tarnifh  the  memory  of  the  illuftrious 
dead  by  hafty  comparifons  with  the  living.  If 
my  fufferings,  flight  as  they  are  in  comparifon, 
with  paft  and  present  examples,  mall  in  any 
way  contribute  to  our  common  objecl:,  I  fhall 
deem  myfelf  both  honoured  and  rewarded. 

i      ARCH.  HAMILTON  ROWAN. 


Fais  ce  que  doy,  arrive  que  pourra. 


H 
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PROCEEDINGS 
CERTAIN    ACTIONS 

W  H  E  R  E  I  tf 

JAMES  NAPPER  TANDY,  Efq, 

W    A    8 

PLAINTIFF, 
JOHN  EARL  of  WESTMORELAND^ 

AND     OTHERS 


CS 


DEFENDANTS. 


Exchequer.     Plena  fide. 

James  N.  Tandy  Efq.™\  /f~\ 

Plaintiff,  i  \J?NThurfday  the  2 1  It 

The  Right  Hon.  John  or  June  1792,  a  Subpce- 
Fane  Earl  of  Weft-  {  na  from  the  Pleas  fide  of 
mcrelandof  the  King-  j [the  Court  of  Exchequer, 
dum  of  Great  Britain,  was  ferved  on  the  Defen- 
Defendant.  I  dant  at  the  fuit  of   ths 

-J  Plaintiff,    and    the    four 


days  for  appearance  expired  on  Tuefday  j  on  that 
day  Mr.  Attorney  General  obtained,  the  follow- 
ing order.  . 

H  % 
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TuefJajy  %Stb  June,   179a, 

James  N.  Tandy,  Efq.  Y  T\  /T 

againft  /  IVX^-  Attorney  Gene- 

John  Earl  of   Weft-  >  ral  of  counfel  for  his  Ex- 
morland.  \  cellency  the  Lord  Lieute- 

»    .        ■     .--  nant  of  Ireland,  the  de- 

fendant in  this  caufe,  moves  to  prohibit  the  iffu- 
ing  any  attachment  againft  him,  and  to  quafh  the 
Subpoena  which  iffued  in  this  caufe;  whereupon 
it  is  ordered  by  the  Court,  that  Mr.  Matthew 
Dowling,  the  plaintiffs  attorney,  do  attend  this 
Court  at  the  fitting  theieof  to-morrow,  and  that 
no  Procefs  do  iffue  againft  the  faid  Defendant  in 
the  mean  time. 

K3MMIS. 

CLONMELL. 

On  Wednefday  the  a 7th  of  June  Mr.  Dowling 
^attended  the  Court  in  obedience  to  the  above 
Order,  was  ordered  on  the  Table,  and  being 
afked  by  the  Court  if  he  had  iffued  the  Subpoena 
againft  the  defendant,  he  admitted  he  had,  and 
that  the  defendant  was  ferved  with  it— He  was 
then  afked  by  the  Court  to  declare  what'the  caufe 
of  action  was — (Here  the  Hon.  Simon  Butler, 
one  of  Mr.  Tandy's  counfel,  interfered,  and 
protefted  againft  the  queftion,  and  infilled  that 
the  attorney  was  not  to  difclofe  the  fecrets  of  his 
client,  and  that  an  attempt  to  fift  him  for  that 
purpofe  was  contrary  to  law  and  Juftice).  The 
Court  then  afked  Mr.  Dowling  whether  he  had 
any  objection  to  anfwer  the  queftion. — Mr.  Butler 
again  interfered  and  faid,  that  as  counfel  for  Mr. 
Tandy,  he  was  indifferent  whether  Mr.  Donating 
had  or  had  not  any  objection  to  anfwer  the  quef- 
tion, that  it  was  fufEcient  that  the  Client  had  an 
objection,  and  that  the  privilege  of  the  Attorney 
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was  the  privilege  of  the  Client,  and  he  again  pro- 
protefted  again  the  queftion.  The  court  how- 
ever thought  proper  to  put  the  queftion,  and  Mr. 
Dowling  peremptorily  refufed  to  difclofe  the 
caufe  of  action.  The  court  not  thinking  proper 
to  prefs  the  queftion  further,  Mr.  Dowling  was 
difmiffed  without  any  other  interrogatory. 

Mr.  Butler  thereupon  fubmitted  to  the  court, 
that  the  motion  of  the  Attorney  General  ought 
to  be  refufed.  He  argued  (in  which  particu- 
lar he  was  ftrongly  feconded  by  Mr.  Mc.  Nally) 
that  the  defendant  not  having  entered  an  ap- 
pearance, no  motion  on  his  behalf  could  be 
made  $  that , there  was  in  fail:  no  caufe  in  court 
but  merely  the  Inftitution  of  a  caufe  by  procefs 
—Mr.  Butler  further  contended  that  the  proceeds 
ings  in  this  cafe  were  inftituted  againft  the  Eari 
of  Weftmorland  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri~ 
tain,  and  that  no  document  whatever  had  been 
adduced  which  could  give  the  court  judicial  know- 
ledge that  the  defendant  was  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland — the  Attorney  General  •  had  yefterday 
come  into^  court  with  a  piece  of  written  paper  in 
his  hand,  which  he  alledged  was  the  copy  of  a 
Subpoena  directed  to  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fane 
Earl  of  Weftmoreland  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  and,  upon  an  allegation  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  is  not  liable  to  any  action,  grounds 
a  motion,  that  the  Subpoena  in  this  cafe  be 
quafhed  or  the  proceedings  ftopt — but  how  did 
it  come  officially  before  the  court  to  know  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  was  the  perfon  mentioned  in  the 
Subpoena?  certainly  not  by  any  document  or 
proof  competent  to  warrant  a  compliance  with  the 
motion  of  the  Attorney  General.  It  was  ne- 
ceiTary  that  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  mould  ap- 
.  pear,  and,  on  being  declared  againft,  plead  that 
he  is  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  iheyy  his  letters 
H3 
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parent  In  proof  of  the  facl,  before  it  can  he  con- 
sidered as  judicially  before  the  Court. — Suppofe 
the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  mould  come  forward 
to  fhew  his  official  qualification  ,by  his  letters 
patent  were  without  a  feal,  or  otherwife  defettive 
in  the  forms  which  constituted  their  legality. — 
Suppofe  the  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's  Bench 
fued  merely  as  Lord  Clonmeil,  the  court  were 
not  to  know  him  as  Chief  Juftice  of  the  King's 
Bench,  until  he  firft  came  into  court  and  pleaded 
and  proved  that  he  was  fo.  The  court  had  not 
in  this  cafe- a  competent  judicial  knowledge  that 
the  defendant  was  Lord  Lieutenant — a  judicial 
knowledge  to  be  competent,  mult  be  founded  on 
regular  proof  of  the  fad. 

Hereupon  the  court  declared  that  they  had 
judicial  knowledge  that  the  defendant  was'  Lord 
Lieutenant — it  would  be  ridiculous  for  any  man 
to  pretend  ignorance  of  it  $  they  attended  his 
fummons  to  parliament  in  a  judicial  capacity  $ 
they  faw  him  acting  there  in  the  capacity  of  Lord 
Lieutenant — they  iaw-him  attended  with  the  ufual 
ftate,  and  received  in  all  the  official  dignities  of 
Lord  Lieutenant  $  therefore  it  was  fumcient  to 
announce  to  their  official  knowledge  that  he  was 
Lord  Lieutenant  He  fafio,  and  they  had  notiiing 
to  do  with  the  {peculations  de  jure  ;  that  they 
had  too  full  a  know  led  are  of  ti.e*  Britifh.  Confti- 
tution,  to  fuppoe  there  were  two  Earls  of  Weft- 
more  land  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  or 
two  peers  titled  of  the  fame  place — that  they  had 
befides  the  evidence  of  every  fenfe  ths?  conveyed. 
information  to  their  mind,  'and  would  not,  i.i 
Complaiiahce  to  fyftems  of  fpecial  pleading,  he 
picvaTiec:  on-  to  affect  a  bl'mdriefs,  to  the  evidence 
of  their  own  levies,  to  that  notoriety  which  mult 
be  impreifcd  on   the  mind   of  every   man  in   the 
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kingdom  who  ever  confidered  the  fubjecT:  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  Butler  contended,  that  the  court,  in  de- 
ciding the  point  in  the  prefent  ftage,  difpofed  of 
a  matter  by  way  of  Order,  (from  which  no  writ 
of  error  lies)  which  ought  not  to  be  difpofed  of 
otherwife  than  by  Judgment.  If  the  Defendant 
appeared  and  pleaded,  the  Plaintiff  might  demur, 
and  from  the  judgment  of  the  court  on  the  point 
the  party  is  entitled  to  his  writ  of  error,  and 
thereby  may  obtain  the  decifion  of  the  dernier 
refort ;  though  the  Lord  Lieutenant  fgns  the 
writ  of  error,  he  does  fo  minifterially  merely, 
and  not  judicially,  as  the  writ  of  error  in  civil 
cafes  is  ex  debito  juflitia,  and  not  ex  gratia-,  and 
therefore  Mr.  Butler  firmly  relied  on  his  opinion, 
as  to  the  neceffity  of  Lord  Weftmoreland's  plead- 
ing in  Court,  and  exhibiting  .documental  proof 
of  his  being  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  begged  per- 
rniffion  to  fay,  that  the  court  could  not  fee, 
hear,  nor  underftand  judicially,  that  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  the  perfon  meant,  until  the  de- 
fendant, appeared  and, pleaded  that  he  was. 

,,.,The  ciur't  faicl  no  man  could  be  heard   on  this 
point,,  as  they 'had  delivered  the;r  opinions. 

Mr.  Butler  obferved,  that  their  Lordlhips  had 
now  given  their  dec, lion  upon  a  point  of  the 
very  utmoft  importance,  and  upon  grounds  for 
which  he  knew  no  precedent. — But  he  had  in  his 
pofTefiion  an  arretted  Copy  of  the  Letters  Patent- 
appointing  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland. — By  this  document  it  appear- 
ed thai  his  official  rank,  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  was  conferred  by  Letters  Patent  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  Greet  Britatn>  and  Mr. 
Butler  did  not  heikate  to  declare,  that  an  official 
rank,  merely  fo  conflituted.  coul  i  not  be  recog- 
nized cr  have  any  weight  in  judicial  decifion  of 
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any  law  court  in  this  Independent  kingdom-  The 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  in  itlelf,  has  no 
more  authority  in  this  country  than  a  mere  cake 
of  wax,  or  the  Great  Seal  of  the  Mogul.  The 
enrollment  of  it  is  an  enrollment  of  a  nullity,  the 
Great  Seal  of  Ireland  was  the  only  public  inftru- 
mentof  authority  that  this  country  could  acknow- 
ledge,— in  this  country  the  conftitution  of  Ireland, 
only  could  be  acknowledged,  and  he  knew  of  no 
conftitution  that  fliould  have  weight  or  confidera- 
tion  in  this  court,  but  the  conftitution  of  Imperial 
and  Independent  Ireland  ;  whether  its  principles 
were  fimilar  to,  or  taken  from  the  Britifh  confti- 
tution was  not  for  him  to  confider. 

Court  Would  you,  Mr.  Butler,  be  underftood 
to  infinuate  that  there  is  no  legal  Chief  Governor 
in  this  kingdom  ? 

Mr.  Butler,  My  L>rds,  the  regard  I  have  for 
the  peace  of  this  kingdom  obliges  me  to  decline 
an  anfwer  to  your  Lordfhips  queftion,  but  the 
conclufion  can  be  readily  drawn  from  the  pre- 
mifes. 

Mr-  Butler  then  argued  that  fuppofet. the  De- 
fendant was  conlidered  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  it 
does  not  neceflarily  follow  that  he  in  this  cafe  fued 
for  an  aft  done  as  Lord  Lieutenant ;  the  action 
may,  for  what  the  court  know  to  the  contrary, 
be  brought   again  ft  him  in  his  private  capacity. 

'The  Chief  Baron  faid  that  he  in  particular  had 
judicial  knowledge  that  the  action  was  brought 
againft  the  Defendant  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  becaufe 
he  was  in  the  vacation  applied  to  by  the  attorney 
for  the  plaintiff,  to  fign  a  letter  miflive  addrefied 
to  t'ne  Eariof  Weitmoreland,  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland. 

Hereupon  Mr.  Cowling  allured  his  Lord/Lip 
that  flich  addrefs  muft  have  arifen  from  the  miftake 
of  the  officer  of  the  court,  and  was  contrary  ro 
Ins  directions. 
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Mr.  Butler  argued,  that  the  addrefs  of  the  let- 
ter miflive  would,  in  cafe  it  had  been  figned  and 
proceedings  had  upon  it,  have  been  evidence 
merely  to  mew  that  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland 
mentioned  in  that  Letter  Miffive  was  Lord  Lieut- 
enant, but  certainly  would  not  have  been  evidence 
that  the  Defendant  was  fued  as  for  an  aft  done  by 
him  as  Lord  Lieutenant  j  but  that  Letter  Miflive, 
not  having  been  figned  or  proceeded  upon,  is  out 
of  the  queftion,  and  cannot  be  adduced  as  judi- 
cial knowledge  of  any  faci  in  this  cafe. 

Mr.  Butler  then  faid,  that  the  queftion  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Court  was,  "  whether  any  a£tioji 
civil  or  criminal  can  lie  againft  a  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  pending  his  Viceroy alty  ?"  a  Dcclrine 
is  attempted  to  be  fet  up  that  "  no  Civil  or  CnU 
minal  aclionwill  locally  lie  againft  a  lord  lieutenant 
during  Ms  Government" — If  this  Doctrine  be  true, 
the  Current  of  Juftice  will  be  impeded,  and  the 
Rights  of  the  fubjecl  will  be  in  danger,  for  it  can 
be  made  appear  moft  evidently  that  no  fatisfaclion 
can  be  obtained,  either  in  this  Kingdom  or  in 
any  other,  againft  a  Lord  Lieutenant  after  the 
end  of  hi^  Goverement,  for  trefpafles  committed 
by  him  during  his  Government.  In  every  Cafe 
to  repel  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  King's  Courts,  you 
muft  mew  a  more  proper  and  a  mor£  furficient  ju- 
rifdiclion, for  if  there  is  no  other'mode  of  Trial, 
that  alone  will  give  the  King's  Courts  a  jurifdicli- 
on. Now,  in  this  cafe,  it  is  not  fliewn  that  an 
action  could  be  fuftained  at  any  othei  time  in  this 
Court  or  elfewherr — and  Mr.  Butler  faid,  that  he 
would  mew  the  negative,  and  demonftrate  to  the 
Court,  that  after  the  diftblution  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  a  Lieutenant,  an  aclion  could  not,  with 
effecl,  be  maintained  againft  him  either  in  Ireland 
or  elfewhere.    Ireland  is  an  independent  Kingdom., 
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and  not,  within  the  dominion  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain ;  an  a6tion  of  trefpafs,  <vi  &  armh> 
for  a  Trefpafs  committed  in  Ireland,  is  not  main- 
tainable in  great  Britain,  the  Trefpafs  was  not 
committed  coctra  pacem  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain — fo  much  for  any  chance  of  fucceeding  in 
an  aclion  in  Great  Britain.  The  cafe  of  Fabrigas 
and  Moftin  was  the  cafe  of  a  Trefpafs  committed 
in  a  place  within  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britain,  and  therefore  an  aclion  for  fuch. 
Trefpafs  was  well  maintainable  in  Weftminfter 
Hall.  As  to  an  action  in  this  Kingdom  at  the  end 
of  the  Viceroyalty,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the 
Viceroy  is  a  fugacious  character,  the  fubjecl:  of 
another  Realm,  to  which  he  might  return  even 
before  the  diffolution  of  his  authority  ;  in  his  re- 
turn to  which  he  was  guaranteed  and  protected 
even  after  the  cefTation  of  his.  authority  here — 
where  then  was  the  chance  of  remedy  or  redrefs 
againlt:  him  after  he  feceds  or  is  difraiiled  from  Of- 
fice and  returned  into  his  country  with  his  proper- 
ty ?  his  authority  is  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great 
Britain;  if  not  valid,  he  has  no  authority  ;  if 
valid,  the  courts  here  are  not  competent  to  decide 
upon  it — and  the  courts  in  Great  Britain  are  not 
competent  to  take  cognizance  of  a  Trefpafs  <vi  & 
armis  &  contra  pacem  committed  in  Ireland.—-— 
The  itatute  of  limitations  may  alfo  poflibly  have 
operations  :  in  fhort,  if  the  do£trine  contended 
for  was  to  hold,  a  Lord  Lieutenant  might  conwnit 
any  Trefpafs,  might  feize  the  property  of  the  fub- 
jecl, imprifon  him,    torture    him,    even   Murder 

him    with    Impunity Is    the    Court    prepared 

to  let  fuch  doctrine  go  abroad  to  the   Iriin  Nati- 
on ? 

Mr.  Butler  was  proceeding  in  his  argument, 
and  prefTing  the  fubjecl:  upon  the  Court — the 
Court  declared,  that  they  would  give  the  moh^arn- 
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pie  time  for  deliberation  on  all  fides,  and  ordered 
the  cafe  to  fland  over  fill  next  Term,  then  to  be 
fully,  argued. 

Connfellor  Emmet,  for  the  plaintiff,  moved  that 
the  Defendant  do  enter  into  fecurity  for  his  appear- 
ance at  Court  on  the  firft  day  of  next  term — The 
"Court  reful'ed  the  motion — the  Attorney  General 
declared   that   the   Lord    Lieutenant    would  not 

give  fecurity- Mr.  Butler  trufted  that  he  <vuouU9 

it  the  Court  waspleafcd  to  order  him  fo  to  do. 

Monday  November  2, 6th,   179-2,, 

The  motion  being  called  on,  Mr.  Butler  was 
directed  by  the  Court  to  argue  his  Objections  to 
the  motion— Mr.  Butler  then  fubmitted  to  the 
Court  his  reafons  wherefore  the  Motion  of  the 
Attorney  General  mould  be  refufed — He  faid  that 
the  iuhpoena  was  iffued  at  the  fuit  of  J.  Napper 
Tandy  Efq.  again  ft  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fane 
Earl  of  Weftmoreland  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great: 
Britain,  and  that,  altho1  until  an  appearance  was 
entered,  there  was  no  caufe  in  Court,  and  that, 
by  the  Rule  of  the  Court,  no  motion  could  be 
made  on  behalf  of  any  perfon  who  was  not  before 
the  Court,  yet  Mr.  Attorney  General,  aliedging 
that  the  Defend,  was  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
that  as  fuch  he  was  not  liable  to  any  action,  moves 
that  the  fubpeena  be  quafhed  or  that  no  proceed- 
ings fhould  iffue  upon  it,  and  demands  that  the 
coxfrt  will  dilpofe  of  that  by  way  of  order  (from 
which  no  writ  of  error  lies)which  ought  not  to 
be  dilpofed  of  otherwife  than  by  way  of  judgment. 
~ — The  court  having  declared  their  judicial  know- 
ledge that  the  Defendant  was  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  that  the  -motion  was  not  contrary  to  Lule,  and 
that  the  matter  might  well  be  difpofedof  by  way 
of  order,  Mr.  Butler  thereupon  faid  that  he  would 
toot  trouble  them  further  upon  thofe  points,  but 
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enter  immediately  upon  the  general  queftion, 
*'  whether  any  Civil  or  Criminal  action  will  lo- 
cally lie  againft  a  Lord  Lieutenant  during  his 
Government",  for  he  contended  that  the.  Court, 
not  having  before  them  any  document  whereon  they 
could  ground  a  judicial  knowledge  of  the  caufe  of 
action,  could  not  know  whether  the  writ  was  infti- 
tuted  againft  the  Defend,  for  an  aft  done  by  him 
in  his  politic  or  in  his  natural  capacity,  and  were 
therefore  compelled  to  decide  the  general  queftion. 
— He  faid  that  the  general  Inviolability  of  a  Lord 
Lieutenant  from  action  (if  any  fuch  he  has)  muft 
be  grounded  on  his  being,  in  quality  of  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  King,  the  executive  power  of  this 
country,  aud  if  the  inviolabilety  extends  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  it  muft  alfo  extend,  by  parity 
of  reafon,  to  a  Lord  Deputy  and  to  Lords  Juftices. 
— It  will  be  proper  to  confider  in  what  refpect  the 
king  ftands  as  to  actions. — The  original  power  of 
juriidiction,  by  the  fundamental  principles  of 
fociety,  is  lodged  in  the  fociety  as  large  :  but  eve- 
ry nation  has  committed  that  power  to  certain  fe- 
left  magiftrates  \  and  in  England,  this  authority 
has  been  immemorially  exercifed  by  the  King  or 
his  fubftitutes.  However,  in  the  times  of  our 
Saxon  anceitors,  and  even  until  the  time  of  Ed- 
ward the  i  ft,  the  King,  tho""  the  refervoir  of  Jus- 
tice, might  have  been  fued  in  all  actions  as  a  com- 
mon perion,  and  for  that  purpofe  could  iffue  a  com- 
mand to  himfelf,  the  form  of  which  was,  "Pre- 
cipe Henrica  <vegi  Angliae  &c." — ift.  Comyn's 
Digeft  104. — 22d.  Edw.  3d.  3 — 24th  Edw.  3.  23. 
55. — 4.3  Edw.  3d.  22 — Staunford's  Trarogatvua 
Regis  42. — Theloal's  Dig.  of  original  Writs  Lib. 
4.  ch  1.  S.  3. — (here  the  court  having  queftioned 
the  quotation,  lit.  vol.  Comyns's  digeft  was  pro- 
duced, and  they  were  then  fatisfied  of  its  reality, 
obferving   only,   that    there  was  in  Comyns  a 
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dubuatur).  It  is  true  that  at  this  day  the  mode 
of  proceeding  is  otherwife,  and  that  at  this  day 
the  King  cannot  be  fued  as  a  common  perfon  may  j 
for  in  ibme  time  after  the  conqueft,  when  the  fen-  . 
dal  fyftem  introduced  by  the  Norman  Defpots  waa 
oeltablilhed,  the  country  ceafed  to  be  a  nation  and 
funk  into  a  kingdom,  allodial  and  independant 
Tenures  were  aboliihed,  the  King  became  every 
thing,  and  the  people  nothing ;  the  common  law 
mode  of  fuing  the  King  became  a  matter  of  in- 
decency, and  it  was  thought  improper  that  he 
fhould  be  fubje£t  to  like  procefsas  a  common  perfon 
was  j  command,  even  by  himfelf,  became  offen- 
five  to  bis  organs  of  hearing,  and  in  the  Reign  of 
■the  firft  Edward,  who,  tho'  an  able,  was  adeipo- 
tic  Prince,  petition  was  eftablifhed  in  its  ftead,  and 
has  ever  fince  been  continued  as  the  mode  ;  there* 
fore  at  this  day,  if  any  perfon  has,  in  point  of 
property  ;  a  juft  demand  upon  the  King,  he  muffc 
petition  him  in  his  Chancery,  where  his  Chancellor 
will  adminifter  right  as  a  matter  of  grace  tho'  not 
upon  cowpuljton,  for  the  end  of  fuch  petition  is  not 
to  compel  the  Prince  to  obferve  the  contrail,  but  to 
ferfuo.de  'Aim  ;  but  as  to  perfonal  wrongs,  as  they 
are  not  to  be  prefumed,  if  unfortunately  they 
mould  happen  to  be  committed,  the  fubjeel:  is  with- 
out remedy,  for  the  inviolability  of  the  Chief  Ma- 
giftrare  is  of  more  confequence  than  particular 
mifchiefs.— This  inviolability  from  action  is  how- 
ever a  direct  and  fubftantive  and  incommunicable 
prerogative,  which  the  king  has,  in  right  of  his 
royal  dignity,  over  and  above  all  other  perfons, 
and  out  of  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the  common 
law,  and  it  is  in  its  nature  fingular  and  eccentrical ; 
the  emphatical  words  of  Magna  Charta,  fpoken 
in  the  perfon  of  the  King,  who  in  judgment  of 
Law  is  ever  prefent  and  repeating  them  in  all  his 
Courts,  are  thefe^  "  pullivendemus,  uullinegabimxs 
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&ui  differ e?nus  juflitiam  ,*uel  reclnm,^  and  therefase- 
'in  every  fubjeft  (feys  Lord  Coke  zd.  InrL  55.) 
for  injury  done  to  him  bv  any  other  fubject,  be  he 
eccleiiaftical  or  temporal  without  any  exception, 
may  take  his  remedy  by  the  couife  of  the  Law 
and  have  juffice  and  right  for  the  injury  done  to 
him,  freely  without  faie,  fully  Without  denial, 
and  fpeedily  without  delay  f.  thelljw  being  the 
fupreme  arbiter  of  every  man's  life  liberty  arid 
property,  Courts  of  Jul! ice  muft  at  all  times  lie 
open  to  the  fubjeft,  and  the  King  cannot  grant 
any  exemption  from  fuits,  of  communicate  his 
prerogative  in  that  refpeft  to  others.  This  pre- 
rogative, which  gives  the  King  inviolability  from 
aft  ion,  is  befides  in  a  gieat  meafure  founded  wrt 
his  being  the  Refervoir  liom  whence  Juftice  is 
■  conducted,  by  a  thoftfand  channels,  to  every  In- 
dividual ;  all  jurifdiftions  of  Courts  are  either  me- 
diately or  immediately  derived  from  him,  their 
proceedings  are  generally  in  his  name,  they  pais 
under  his  feal,  and  are  executed  by  his  oniceri?  5 
he  has  a  legal  ubiquity,  he  is  always  legally  present 
in  all  his  Courts,  and  the  judges  are  the  mirror  by 
which  his  image  is  reflected. — But  hovV  can  this 
reaibnirig  be  applied  to  a  Lord  Lieutenant  ;  he  is 
not  the  fountain  of  Juftice,  jurifdiftions  are  not 
derived  from  him,  their  proceedings  aie  not  in  Hi 
name,  they  pafs  not  under  his  fea],  and  are  not 
executed  by  his  officers  ;  he  has- no  legal "fcbiquitf*, 
be  is  not  legally  prefent  in  all  the  Courts,  and  tke 
Judges  certainly  are  not  the  mirror  by  which  hk 
image  is  reflected.  The  aft  cf  the  iti\.  and  22d. 
G-eo.  3d.  Chap.  49.  enacted  in  the  year  1782, 
when  we  vainly  flattered  ourfelves  with  the  efta- 
bliiiiment  of  our  Rights  on  a  firm  baiis,  does 
indeed  .infalce  it  lawful  for  a  Lord  Lieutenant  to 
grunt  warrants  for  fealing  writs  of  error  returnable 
into   Parliament  j  but  iurely  this  aft,  pafled  at 
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fuch  a  period,  never  was,  intended  to  operate  fojfc 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  invioiabiJity  from  acti  - 
on  ;  tho1  the  fuitor  muil  petition  Cor  the  wan  ant, 
it  will  not  be  argued,  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
can  refufe  to  grant  it,  or  that  the  granting  or  re- 
tiding  is  a  matter  ex  gratia  and  not  ex  debito  juf-, 
titine^  or  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  granting; 
it,  ads  othe;  wile  than  minifteriai. 

Mr.  Butler  then  argued,  that  if  this  Invio- 
lability contended  for  on  behalf  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  was  allowed,  it  would  rot  only  be  a. 
delay,  but  a  denial  of  Juftice — In  the  cafe  of 
the  King,  when  the  Law  fays  that  he  Ilia  11  not 
be  fued  as  a  common  perfon,  it  points  out  the 
petition  as  the  mode  of  obtaining  juftice. — In 
order  to  repel  one  juriidiclicn,  another  mould  be 
J'liewn  :  but  in  the  cafe  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
no  antidote  is  offeiedto  the  podbn. — If  he  be 
privileged  from  action  during  the  time  of  his 
Government,  he  never  can  be  made  refponiibie 
in  this  Kingdom  for  any  act  done  during  his 
Government,  or  in  Great  Britain  for  any  Tref- 
pais  <~oi  eUarmis  he  may  commit  here. — If  lie  is 
privileged  during  his  Government,  he  is  privi- 
leged in  his  return  home — the  home  of  the  Earl 
of  Weitmoreland  is  Great  Britain,  where  he  is  a. 
Peer  and  Privy  Counfellor,  and  where  confe- 
cuently  the  court  will  pre  fume  that  he  will,  in 
execution  of  his  duty,  reficle  after  the  expiration 
of  his  Government ;  no  procefs  therefore  in  this 
country  can  affecl  him  perfonally,  and  any  pro- 
C-fs  in  this  country  again (t  his  property  would  be 
nugatory,  he  not  having  any  property  in  this 
country  upon  which  iuch  proceis  couid  attach. 
Suppoie  that  after  the  expiration  of  his  Govern- 
ment and  departure  from  this  Kingdom  he  mould 
return  to  it  in  a  private  capacity,  and  an  action 
be  inftituted  again  A  him'  for  an  act  done  during 
I  z 
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his  Government,  and  that  he  mould  juftify  the 
act  as  having  been  dor.e  by  virtue  of  his  office 
of  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  make  a  profert  of  the 
Jetters  patent  appointing  him  Lord  Lieutenant, 
If,  upon  oyer  of  thofe  letters  patent,  they  fhould 
appear  to  be  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, does  not  the  following  dilemma  prefcnt  it- 
felf  ?  He  was  either  Lord  Lieutenant  or  he  was 
not ;    the  patent  was  either  legal  or  illegal  j    If 
Jbe  was  not  Lord  Lieutenant,  if  the  patent  was 
illegal,  he  was  not  intitled  to  any  privilege  du- 
ring his   Government  j    if  he  was  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, if  the  patent  was  legal,  no  action  can  be 
maintained  againft  him  in  this  Kingdom  at  any 
time  for  any  act  done  during  his  Government, 
for  he  may  juftify  any  fuch  acl:  under  authority 
of  fuch  letters  patent,  and  the  courts  here  are 
not  competent  to  determine  whether  the  acl:  was 
warranted  by  fuch  authority  or  not,  for  the  effect 
or  extent  of  the  letters  patent  of  the  King  of 
Great  Britain  which  gave  the  authority,  can  only 
be  tried  in  the  Courts  of  the  King  of  Great  Sri- 
tain.     In   a  word,  the  Earl  of  Weitmoreland  is 
either  Lord  Lieutenant  by  virtue  of  trris  patent, 
in  which  cafe  no  action  can  ever  be  maintained 
againft  him  in  this  country  for  any  act  done  du- 
ring his  Government,  or  lie  is  not  Lord  Lieute- 
nant by   virtue  of  this  Patent,  in  which  cafe  no 
perfon  will   contend   that   he  has   any  privilege 
whatsoever. 

Having  endeavoured  to  mew,  that  fuppoling 
the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  to  be  Lord  Lieutenant, 
and  as  fuch  privileged  from  action  locally  du- 
ring his  Government,  he  never  can  be  made  re- 
fponfible  in  this  Kingdom  for  any  act  done  du- 
ring his  Government,  Mr.  Butler  proceeded  in 
his  argument  to  (hew,  that  he  never  can  be  made 
reiponlible  in  Great  Britain  for  any  treipafs  «i» 
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tt  armis  committed  in  this  Kingdom.— There  \t 
a  fbbftantial  diftinclion  as  to  the  locality  of  Trials 
with    regard  to    matters   that   arife   out   of   the 
Realm  j  there  are  fome  cafes  that  arife  out  of  the 
Keahn  which  ought  not  to   be  tried  any  where 
but  in  the  country  where  they  arife ;  an  a6liort 
of  trefpafs  o> i  et  armis  for  a  trefpafs  <vi  et  armis 
committed   in    Ireland    is    not    maintainable    in 
Great    Britain,    for,    the   breach   of  the    Peace 
"being  merely  local,    though  the  trefpafs  againft 
the  perfon  is  tranfitory,    it  mull  be  laid  to  be 
againft  the  peace  of  the  King,   and  the  trefpafs 
was  not  committed   contra  pacein   of   the  King 
of  Great  Britain . — As  to  the  cafe  of  General 
Mafty/n,  and  other  cafes  of  Colonial  Governors 
-who  were  fued  after  the  expiration  of  their  Go- 
vernments in  Weftttiinfter  Hall  in  aclions  of  tref- 
pafs <ui  et  armis  for  trefpaffes  committed  in  and 
<Itaring  their  Governments,  they  are  not  appli- 
cable to  the  cafe  of  a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land 5  they  were  the  cafes  of  trefpaffes  commit- 
itd  in  places  within  the  dominions  of  the  Crown 
of  Great  .Britain,  and  therefore  actions  for  fuch 
trefpafles  were  well  maintairable  in  Weftminfter 
Half  j,    but  Ireland  is  an    independent  kingdom 
and  not  within  the  dominions  of  the  Crown  of' 
England,  and  therefore  trefpaffes  <vi  et  armis  8c 
cmitra  pacem  committed  in  Ireland  are  not  cog- 
nizable by   the    courts   in   Weftminfter   Hall. — 
There  is  another  difference  very  obfervable  be- 
tween a  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland    and    Colo- 
nial Governors.     The  Lord  Lieutenant  prefides 
©either  in  a  Court  of  equity  nor  of  law  ;  but  the 
Governor  has  the  cuftody  of  the  Great  Seal,  and 
Is  Chancellor  within  his  province,  with  the  fame 
powers  of  judicature  that  the  lord   high   Chan- 
cellor has  in  England  j  and   the  Governor  pre- 
fides in  the  Court  of   errors,   of  which  he  a&el 
I  3 
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the  council  are  Judges,  to  hear  and  determine  all 
appeals  in  the  "nature  of  writs  of  error,  from  the 
Superior  Courts  of  Common  law  in  the  Province 
— from  whence  it  necefTarily  follows,  that  as  a 
man  mall  not  be  Judge  in  his  own  caufe,  no 
action  is  maintainable  againfl  a  Colonial  Go- 
vernor locally  during  his  Government. — Stoke's 
on  the  conftitution  of  the  Britifh  colonies  185. 
—(Here  the  Court  having  denied  the  authority 
and  declared  that  they  never  heard  of  the  book 
or  the  author,  Mr.  Butler  informed  them  that, 
the  author  was  a  Mr.  Anthony  Stoke's,  a  gen- 
tleman of  the  Inner  Temple,  a  barrifter  at  law 
and  formerly  chief  Juftice  of  Georgia,  and  that 
his  book  was  published  in  London,  in  1783.) 
Mr.  Butler  further  to  mew  that  no  action  was 
maintainable  in  England,  quoted  the  trial  of 
Lord  Strafford  iftftate  trials  745,  (the  illegality 
of  which  is  univerfally  admitted)  where  that  un- 
fortunate Nobleman  warmly  and  powerfully  con- 
tended, that  for  any  offence  committed  by  him 
in  Ireland,  he  was  to  be  judged  by  the  peers  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Butler  having  endeavoured  to  mew,  that 
110  action  would  lie  againfl  Lord  Weftmoreland ' 
in  Great  Britain,  and  that  if  he  was  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant and  privileged  while  he  was  fuch,  no 
•action  could  be  afterwards  maintained  againft 
him  in  this  kingdom,  proceeded  in  his  argument, 
and  exprefTed  his  apprehenfions,  that  even  were 
an  action  maintainable  againft  him  in  this  king- 
dom after  the  expiration  of  his  Government,  he 
might  plead  the  ftatute  of  limitations  in  bar, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  reply  that  the  de- 
fendant had  during  that  period  been  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  5  the  ftatutes  give  no  fuch  repli- 
cation ;  the  cafe  of  a  Chief  Governor,  is  not 
provided  for  by  any  laving  provilb  j    the  limi- 


tfttion:  claufe  has  negative  words,  it  enacts,  thath 
the  actions  therein  fpeciried   (hall  be  fued  within, 
the  times  therein  mentioned  and  not  after,  and 
the  laving  provifoes  make  no  mention  or"  the  cafe 
of  a  Chief   Governor,    and  extend  only  to  the 
particular    circumftanees    and    fituation    therein  • 
mentioned  of  a  plaintiff,    viz.  minority,    cover-, 
ture,    infanity,   imprifonment,    and   abfeuce   be- 
yond feas,  and  not   to  the  circumftance  or  fitu- 
ation of  a  defendant,  fave  only  in  one  inftance, 
•viz.  ab fence  beyond  feas.-— 

Mr.  Butler  faid  that  he  would  conclude  with, 
one  cafe  of  the  very  firft  authority,    cornmuni-  ' 
cated  to  him  by  Mr.  G.  J.  Browne,  by  which  it 
would  appear  that  in  former  times,  and  thofe  nofc  i 
the  raoft  affecled  towards  rights  of  the  fuhjecl:, 
very  different  ideas  from  the  prefent  were   en- 
tertained of  a  Chief  Governor's  liability  to  be 
fued.     In  Lord  Strafford's  flate  letters,    Vol.    jr  . 
p.  68,  there  is  a  letter  from  the  Lord  Juftice  to. 
the  Lord  Deputy,    dated   the    26th.    Feb.    1631 
"  There  was  a  parish  church  commonly  called 
*4  St.    Andrew's    church,    fituate  in    Dammes- 
<c  ftreet  in  this  city,  which   in  former  jimes  of, 
*i  difturbance  here,  by  reafon  of  the  convenient 
*'  fituation   thereof  near  the  carrle  was  ufed  for 
"  a  liable  for  the  deputy's  Horfes ;  that  Church 
"  is  now  legally  evicled  from  us  in  the  Chancery 
(i  of  his   Majefly's   court  of -Exchequer  by  the  ' 
V  Chapter  of   the  Cathedral  Church  of  St.   Pa~ 
**  trick's  Dublin  to  wh©m  it  belongs,  and  an  in-' 
"  junction  out  of  that   court  is  dire£led  to  me 
<l  the  Chancellor  for  the   delivering  the  poiTef- 
"  fion  thereof  accordingly."     There  is  a  decree 
in  the  Exchequer  for  relioring  the  church  to  the 
pariih  from  whence  it  was  taken.     Mr.  Butler  < 
concluded  with  this  obfervation,  that  the  cafe  of 
St,  Andrew's  church  was  clear  and  decifive  cvi- 
I4 
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itnce,  that,  however  high  Lord  Strafford's  noti- 
ons of  prerogative  were,  however  adverfe  he  ever 
was  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  he  never  dreamed 
of  an  inviolability  from  action  and  the  barons  of 
that  day  gave  an  example,  in  the  following  of 
which,  the  barons  of  the  prefent  day  would 
difplay  that  independence  and  firmnefs  which 
ought  ever  to  attend  the  decifion,  of  courts  of 
juftice. 

Mr.  Emmety  on  the  fame  fide  with  Mr.  Butler, 
l>egan  by  commenting  on  the  nature  of  this  ap- 
plication. It  was  made  by  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral, avowing  himfelf  not  to  be  Counfel  for  Lord 
Weftmoreland  j  no  caufe  being  in  Court  on. 
Which  to  ground  this  application  ;  before  appear- 
ance, and  unfupporteel  by  any  affidavit.  It  was 
not,  he  faid,  a  motion,  and  it  would  not  be  cal- 
3ed  a  motion,  if  the  counfel  on  the  other  fide 
could  call  it  by  any  other  name.  He  would  how- 
ever tell  the  court  what  it  was,  it  was  a  me[fage 
from  a  great  man  defiring  the  court  to  flop  the 
proceis  of  the  law  againft  him  ;  and  he  would 
fay,  on  the  authority  of  2.  Inft.  56.  tfyat  it  is 
exactly  that  againft  which  the  "  nulli  negabimus 
juflilmtiP  of  Magna  Charta  was  enacted.  The 
ground  of  the  application,  as  (rated  by  the  At- 
torney General  on  a  former  occafion,  was,  that 
Lord  Weftmoreland  would  not  appear,  and  that 
it  would  be  inconvenient  and  even  dangerous  to 
arreft  him  in  the  midft  of  his  guards.  If  by  law 
he  cannot  be  compelled  to  appear,  faid  Mr. 
Emmet,  the  menace  was  unnecelTaiy — if  by  law 
he  may  be  compelled  to  appear,  the  menace  was 
Indecent.  If  he  can  be  compelled  to  appear,  he 
muji  appear,  and  notwithftaif<$ii*g  the  character 
given  of  him|  by  his  own  immediate  advocates,  I 
cannor  believe,  that  while  be  claims  to  be  the 
viceroy  of  this  kingdom,  he  will  let  the  example 
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•f  refining  the  laws  to  the  fubjecls  of  his  Sove- 
reign. But  by  law  he  may  be  compelled  to  ap- 
pear,  no  privilege  exempts  him  from  appearing  j 
for  no  privilege  exempts  him  from  being  fued. 
It  is  a  principle  of  the  law,  laid  down  i(t  Com. 
Dig-.  104.  Title  Action  (C.  3.)  that  every  fub- 
Je 8.  of  the  King,  ecclehaftical  or  temporal,  man 
or  woman,  villein  or  free,  may  be  fued,"  fo  great 
was  the  protection  to  the  fubjects  right  of  filing, 
ffcat  the  Common  law  mode  was  preferved  even 
agaiuft  the  King  until  another  was  pointed  out. 
F<?r  this  Mr.  Emmet  cited  1.  Com.  Dig.  104. 
{C.  1.)  imtil  "  the  time  of  Edward  1.  the 
King  might  have  been  fued  in  all  actions  as  a 
newsman  perfon.""  The  Court  cbferving  that 
there  was  a  doubt  exprefTed  in  that  very  paffage 
as  to  the  fact,  Mr.  Emmet  faid  he  wouid  cite 
them  authorities  in  which  no  doubt  was  exprefTed 
aad  which  would  leave  no  doubt  of  the  fact.  ■  He 
then  cited  43.  Ed.  3.  22.  Thel.  Dig.  L.  4.  C. 
1.  3. — 24.  Ed.  3.  55.  and  having  efcablimed  that 
.portion,  proceeded  to  argue,  that  even  fuppoling 
Lord  Weftmoreland  to  be  what  he  claimed  to  be, 
Lord  L'ieutenant,  his  privilege  is  only  an  emana- 
tion from  and  cannot  be  greater  than  the  King's 
prerogative. — But  even  the  King  can  be  fued  by 
petition,  and  would  ftill  continue  fuable  by  the 
common  law  mode,  if  another,  more  adapted 
to  the  fubtlety  of  the.  times,  had  not  been,  found 
owtj  therefore  the  Lord  Lieutenant  muii  ftill  con- 
tinue ftiabiteshy  the  common  law  mode,  fince'he 
cannot  be  fued  in  any  ether  way.  The  Court 
!♦  re  no  right  to  quafh  ir.s  procefs  for  any  thing 
but  irregularity,  and  none  is  ailedged  h:re.  But 
the  only  Foundation  of  the  application,  is,  that 
an  aCtion  will  not  lie  again  ft  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant. That  may  be  true,  and  yet  he  may  be 
Hied.     T:  ere    are    many    men    in    many    cafes 
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againft  whom  anions  will  not  lie,  and  yet  they 
may  be  fued  and  mull  appear.     If  the  viceroy 
has   fuch  a  privilege,    he   comes  too    foon. — he 
anuft  plead  it,     In  Moftyn  verfus  Fabrigas  Cowp. 
172,.   Lord  Mansfield  fays,    if  it  were  true  that 
the  law  makes  him  that  facred  character,  he  muft 
flead  it,  and  fet  forth  his  commiifion  as  fpecial 
matter  of  Juftification  ;  becaufe  prima  facie  the 
court  has  Jurifdiction.     Mr.  Emmet  then  cited 
Several  authorities  to  (hew  that  this  was  the  Rule 
of  all  privileges,  and  obferved  that  this  attempt 
to  avoid   pleading  and   fetting    forth   the   Lord 
Xieutenant's  Commiflion  refulted  from  fear  j  for 
his  counfel  knew  that  if  it  was  fpread  on  the  Re- 
cord,   it  might  be  demurred  to,    and  could   be 
proved  to  be  a  nullity.     This  endeavour  to  de- 
termine the  queftion  in  a  fummary  way  has  alfo 
another   object,    to    prevent   the  plaintiff    from 
being  able  to  appeal,  or  from  taking  advantage 
of  a  writ  of  error  j  but  the  very  reafon  ought  to 
induce  the  court  to  refufe  the  application.     A 
queftion  of  novelty  and  importance   ought  to  be 
put  in  the  molt  folemn  and  conclufive   mode  of 
determination,    and  the  Court  ought  to«  decline 
deciding  in  a  manner  fummary  and   final  on  a 
matter  in  which  the  fubject  ought   to  have  the 
power  of  appeal.     He  next  queftioned  the  difium 
that  no  action  will  lie  againit  a  Governor  locally 
during  his  Government.     It  is  my  Lord  Mans- 
field's,   faid  he,  unsupported,  as  far  as   I  know, 
"by  any  other  authority  in  the  books,  and  fortu- 
nately my  Lord  Mansfield  has  given  the  reafon  of 
his  opinion  ;   "  becaufe   upon  procefs  he  woujd 
be  fubject  to  imprifonment."     The  guarded  man- 
ner of  expreffing  the  diSium  fhews   its  weakneis. 
He  fays  locally  no  action  lies  j  but  he  does  not 
and  could  not  fay  that  no  action  would  lie  againit 
Jinn  out  of  the  place  where  he  is  governor,  and 
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wet  his  imprifonment  in  England  would  as  much 
impede  and  embarrafs  his  Government,  as  if  it 
were  at  Barbadoes.  But  it  is  not  neceflfary  that 
he  mould  be  fubject  to  imprifonment  in  order 
that  an  action  mould  lie.  They  are  every  day 
brought  againfl  peers  and  perfons  whofe  bodies 
are  privileged  from  arreft.  If  the  right  of  the 
fubjecl  to  have  remedy  for  injury  muft  be  re- 
ffricled  by  circumftances  of  policy,  it  ought  only 
to  be  reftricted  as  far  as  that  policy  renders  it  in- 
difpenfible.  The  principles  of  the  common  law 
and  the  right  of  the  fubjecl:  ought  not  to  be  fa- 
crificed  even  to  the  attainment  of  that  great  ob- 
ject, the  fecurity  of  a  Viceroy's  perfon,  if  it 
can  be  attained  in  any  other  way.  The  confe- 
quence  therefore,  is,  that  the  court  muft  fo  mould 
its  procefs  as  to  attain  the  redrefs  of  the  fubject 
without  violating  that  privilege.  This  can  be 
done  by  making  the  next  procefs,  after  this  fub- 
poena,  diftrefs  and  not  attachment,  and  be  by- 
letting  the  plaintiff  proceed  at  his  peril  to  a  par- 
liamentary appearance.  Mr.  Emmet  then  cited 
by  way  of  analogy  to  his  laft  pofition  a  cafe  from 
Kaymord  152,  in  which  it  was  determined  that 
an  officer  of  the  King's  houfehold,  whofe  perfon 
was  confequently  free  from  arrefts,  might  be 
fued,  fo  as  that  the  King  might  not  be  deprived 
of  his  fervice,  and  fo  might  be  outlawed.  He 
then  obferved  that  the  inconveniencies  of  the 
oppofite  doctrine  would  be  moft  monftrous  and 
mew  it  cannot  be  law.  Mr.  Butler  had  very 
forceably  aiked,  would  it  be  a  good  replication 
to  the  plea  of  the  ftatute  of  limitations,  that  the 
Defendant  was  Chief  Governor  ?  He  would  alfo 
a(k,  would  it  be  good  evidence  on  a  queftion  of 
twthty  years  poffellion  in  ejectment,  that  the  De- 
fendant was  Lord  Lieutenant,  and  that  therefore 
no  action  could  be  brought  againft  him?    Were 
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the  court  prepared  to  fay  that  a  Viceroy  might 
contrail  any  debts,  might  break  any  contrails, 
jnight  do  any  wrong,  might  commit  any  crimes, 
of  impunity  ?    Were  they  prepared  to  fay,   that 
the  King  by  continuing  any  man  to  be  a  Gover- 
nor   during    life,    might  give   him,    not  only  a 
pardon  for  all  crimes,  but  an  indemnity  from  all 
civil  engagements.     The  King   himfelf  has  no 
iuch   indemnity.     Were  the    court   prepared   to 
iay,  that.no  action  will  lie  againft  him  as  execu- 
tor or  truftee?    If  they  are,  they  rauft  alfo  fay, 
that  he  cannot  be  an  executor  or  truftee.     The 
law  fays  almoft  as  much  of  the  King,  it  fays  he 
ihall  not  be  a  truftee,  and  that  if  he  be  appoint- 
^  cd  executor,  he  (hall  delegate  others  againft  whom 
actions   ihall   be   brought :    thus   preferving   the 
fubjects  right  to  remedy.     The  Lord  Lieutenant 
certainly  can   be  a  truftee,  and   be  fued  as  fuch  ; 
for  he  is  one  in  many  inftances,  and  actions  are 
"brought   againft  him   as   fuch  every  day.     Here 
Mr.  Baron  Power  intimated  that  the  Court  knew 
the  caufe   of   action,    for   the  Attorney  Geneial 
had  told  it  to   them  ;  upon   which   Mr.    Emmec 
replied,   that  neither  the  court   nor  the  Ajetofftey 
General   could    pcmbly   know,    nor  had   a  right 
to  know  the  cable  of  action,    rUnt  no  one   bj;- 
Mr.  Tandy,  His  coujjfel,  and   his  attorney  couJd 
know  the   caufe  of  action,  and  /that  the  court   if 
they  decide  againft  the  plaintiff,    «urft  fay,    that 
no  action   whatsoever   will  lie  ajg&irift    the  Lord 
Lieutenant.     But,  continued  Mr.  Ejtnnet,  if  the 
Governor  be  entitled   to    fuch   a   privilege    as   is 
contended   fcr,  he  muft   be  a  hgai  Govt! nor  and 
l.go.l'y  appoint t<\,  in\"s   much,  as   tfoe'prieiiege   is 
a  lejgtil  one.     The  Ccurt  may  kn.ow  that  be  is  de 
fach  Governor,    and   that  may    be    lufEeient  to 
"warrant  and  induce  them  to  p?y  him  every  ojbei- 
fance  and  alter. 'ion,  or  perhaps  to  fencUon  a::y 
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ininifrerial  acr.  which  he  mnft  do,  but  lie  can 
never  have  a  lega!  right  to  a  legal  privilege  in  a 
Court  of  Law,  uiilefs  he  had  a  legal  right  to  his 
office  ;  but  he  has  not  a  legal  right  to  his  offieej 
for  he  is  appointed  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land. It  was  but  lately  that  fome  of  the  ableft 
lawyers,  on  the  Bench,  and  at  the  Bar,  were  of 
opinion  that  the  Great  Seal  of  England  could 
riot  appoint  a  Regent  for  this  Kingdom.  Is  the 
court  prepared  to  controvert  this  doctrine,  by  af- 
ferting  the  equivalent  of  its  oppofite  to  be  true  ? 
It  is  prepared  to  fay,  that  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land can  appoint  a  Regent,  for  it  can  appoint  a 
a  Viceroy,  whofe  name  and  whofe  functions  dif- 
fer but  little  from  thofe  of  a  Regent.  The  At- 
torney General  deprecated  en  a  former  day  the 
the  fuppofition  that  this  country  has  been  for  fix 
hundred  years  without  a  legal  Viceroy.  To 
that,  faid  Mr.  Emmit,  I  anfwer  with  the  lincere 
wiih,  that  this  country  may  not  continue  to  be, 
as  it  has  been  for  the  laft  fix  hundred  years  ;  its 
independence  was  afcertained  in  1782,  and  if 
there  was  any  abufe  crept  in  before,  it  ought  to» 
have  ce'afed  then.  For  the  laft  ten  years,  I 
boldly  fay,  there  has  been  no.  legal  Viceroy  in 
Ireland  ;  and  the  counfel  for  Lord  Weitrnoreland 
will  not  only  not  venture  to  contradict  me,  but 
they  will  not  even  dare  to  let  his  patent  get 
into  a  train  of  legal  inveftigation.  Mr.  Emmet 
concluded,  that  this  was  an  application  which 
Lord  Weitrnoreland  had  no  right  to  make,  and 
which  the  court  had  no  right  to  grant. 

Mr.  M'  Ntilly,  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff, 
wifhed  that  the  counfel  on  the  part  of  Lord  Welt- 
m'oreland  should  then  be  heard,  and  that  he  would 
reply.  But  the  Court  having  declared  that  they 
did  not  require  to  hear  counfel  on  behalf  of  Lord 
Weftmoreland,— Mr.  M«  Nally  declined  to  fpe&k, 
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fciledging  that  he  could  add  nothing  new  to  what 
Lad  already  been  advanced  by  Mr.  Butler  and 
Mr.  Eraraet  though  he  was  ready  to  reply  to  the 
counfel  on  the  other  fide. 

Mr.  George  Jofeph  Bronvn  followed  Mr.  Mc 
Nally  in  faying  that  every  thing  that  could  have 
been  {aid,  having  been  already  laid  before  the 
Court  by  Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Emmet,  he  would 
not  trouble  them  with  any  obferyation  of  his— 
his  induftry  had  fupplied  him  with  only  one  Cafe, 
the  Cafe  of  St.  Andrew's  Church  and  he  had  com^ 
rnunicated  it  to  Mr.  Butler,  who  has  already  fub- 
mitted  it  to  the  Court. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  I  wifh  that  the  counfel  on 
behalf  of  Lord  Weftmoreland  would  apply  them- 
selves to  one  point,  viz.  ft  in  what  capacity  is  Lord 
Weitmofeland  fued1'  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
he  is  not  liable  to  be  fued  for  any  act  of  Irate,  but 
how  docs  it  appear  that  he  is  here  fued  for  fuch  aft 
—he  has  two  capacities,  a  natural  and  a  politic 
capacity — the  action  may  be  againft  him  in  his 
natural  capacity,  and  then  the  quetlion  would  admit 
of  more  difficulty,  tho'  even  then.  I  incline itrong- 
ly  to  think  that  he  is  not  liable  to  be  fijed,  however, 
could  it  be  made  appear  that  he  is  fued  in  his  poli- 
tic capacity^  the  caufe  would  be  eafed  of  every 
doubt. — I  have  two  capacities — I  am  Barry  Yel- 
verton  and  lam  chief  Baron  j  as  Barry  Yelverton, 
T  am  iatisfied  that  he  is  fued  for  an  acf  of  ftate, 
but  my  fatisfacfion  as  Chief  Baron  is  not  equally 
certain. 

Mr.  Prime  Serjeant  and  Mr  Solicited  General 
thereupon  ftrongly  infilled,  that,  from  the<argu- 
nient  of  the  plaintiffs  Council,  it  clearly  appeared 
that  the  allien  was  brought  agaihft  the  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland  in  his  public  capacity  and  that  fiich, 
was". the  evident  tendency  of  tne  molt  part  of  what 
they  advanced.  •  Thsv   further  inhlted,    that  the 
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•«aufe  of  a#ion  would  appear  from  the  letter  of  At* 
torney  from  the  plaintiff  to  Mr.  Dowling.  The .v 
alfo  contended,  that  the  Counfel  for  the  Plaintiff 
not  having  denied  the  allegation  of  the  Attorney 
General,  that  the  action  was  brought  again  ft  Lord 
•  Weftmorelaod  for  an  a£l  of  ftate,  joined  to  the 
refufal  of  Mr.  Dowling  the  Plaintiff's  Attorney 
to  dilclofe  the  caufe  of  action,  was  fufficient  to 
ground  a  judicial  knowledge  or  prefumption  that 
the  acSlion  was  brought  again  ft  Lord  Weftmore- 
land  for  an^tct  of  ftate. 

Mr.  Attorney  General.  If  the  plaintiff's 
Counfel  will  declare  that  the  aiuion  is  brought 
againft  Lord  Weftmoreland  in  his  natural  capacity 
and  not.  for  an  a<5t  of  ftate,  I  will  immediately 
enter  appearance  for  his  Lord/hip. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  .  Mr.  Butler,  I  addrefs  you 
as  a  man  of  candour,  and  dehre  that  you  will  in- 
form me  of  the  caufe  of  action. 

.Mr.  Butler.  I  cannot  comply  with  your  Lord- 
ship's defire,  but  mult  be  excufed  from  difcloling 
the  caufe  of  action. 

Lord  Cine]  Baron.  Then  I  am  now  fatis/ied 
that- the  action  is  brought  for  an  act  of  ftate. 

Mr.  Emmet.  I  truft  that  your  Lordfhip  will 
riot  ground  an  admiilion  of  a  fact  on  the  refufal 
of* Counfel  to  diicioie  if,  when  the  Counfel  is 
privileged  in  fuch  his  refufal.  I  truft  alfo  that 
nothing  will  ixe  presumed  from  the  hypothetical 
arguments  of  Counfel  I  cannot  inform  the  court 
of  the  caufe.  of  action  not  having  been  inflructed. 
in  refpecl  to  it. 

LcrJ  Chief  Baron.  I  will  deliver  my  opinion 
on  Wednefday  next. 

Mr.  baron  Power  faid  that  he  was  prepared  to 
give  his  Opinion  then,  and  that  he  would  be  forry 
that  the  audience  fhould  go  away  without  heating 
mi  anfwer  to  the   vtr/    extraordinary   arguments 
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unfounded,  and  not  warranted  by  Law  or  confti- 
tution,  He  then  entered  into  a  long  and  elabor- 
ate argument  in  favor  of  the  conftitution  princi- 
pally extracted  from  the  firft  volume  of  Blackftone's 
Commentaries — He  faid  that  he  would  not  give 
any  opinion  whether  a  Lord  Lieutenant  is  fuable 
in  his  natural  capacity  or  not,  it  was  unneceflary, 
as  the  queftion  does  not  arife  j  if  fuch  queftion 
ever  mould  arife,  he  would  feel  little  difficulty  m 
forming  an  opinion.—- He  faid  that  he  had  judicial 
knowledge  that,,  the  prefent  action  was  brought 
againft  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  an  aft  of  ftate,  for 
every  matter  is  taken  for  granted  when  it  is  af«* 
ferted  on  one  fide  and  not  denied  on  the  other, 
that  the  Attorney  General  had  afferted  that  the 
action  was  brought  for  an  act.  of  ftate,  and  the 
other  fide  not  having  denied  the  aflertion,  it  mail 
be  confidered  as  true ,  the  action  is  therefore 
brought  againft  the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  an  a6t  of 
State,  and  he  declared  himfelf  to  be  clearly  of 
opinion  that  for  an  act.  of  State,  no  action  could 
be  brought  againft  the  Lord  Lieutenant. 

Mr.  Emmet.  Begged  leave  to  aflure  the  Court, 
that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  principles  laid 
down  by  the  learned  Judge  j  for  he  had  read  the 
firft  Volume  of  Blackftone's  Commentaries. — 
But  he  had  not  noticed  them,  becaufe  he  did  not 
conceive  them  to  apply  to  the  prefent  cafe. 

Court.     Let  the  motion  ftand  over  until  Wed- 
-fcefday  next. 
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WeAneJAay,  Nov.  i8tb. 
The  following  LETTER  of  attorney  was  read* 

Copy  of  a  Warrant  of  Attorney,  from  James 
Napper  Tandy,  Efq.  to  Mathew  DowJing, 
Attorney,  to  commence  and  profecute  Suits. 
Dated,  April  26th,  1792. 


Wi 


HERE  AS,  James  Napper  Tandy,  of  Brick-, 
Jlreet,  in  the  City  of  Dublin,  Efq.  --was  arrefled  on 
the  zzd  d4y  of  February  lajl,  by  one  of  the  mejfen^ 
gers  attending  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  was  alfo> 
arrefiedontMe  iStb  day  of  April,  inji.  by  one  other* 
of  the  faid  mejfengers  'which  arrefis  were  alledged 
to  have  been  made  under,  and  by  the  virtue  of  a 
warrant,  Jigned  by  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fofler^ 
Speaker  of  faid  Houfe.  And  whereas,  a  Proclama- 
tion has  fe<veral  times  of  late  been  publifhed  in  the 
Dublin  Gazette,  reciting  the  faid  arrefl  of  the  nd 
of  February,  and  that  faid  James  Napper  Tandy 
hawing  made  efcapc  therefrom,  had  been  guilty  of  a 
grcfs  violation  of  the  privileges  of  the  [aid  houfe. 
Alfo  reciting  and  addrefs  from  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, to  ifj'ue  a  Proclamation  for  apprehending  faid 
James  Napper  Tandy,  and  vjhich  Proclamation  re- 
quired and  commanded  all perfons,  vjhatfoever,  to 
apprehend  the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy,  and  carry 
him  before fome  of  the  Juflices  of  the  Peace,  or  Chief 
Magijt rates  of  the  county,  town,  or  place  vjhere  he 
fhould  be  apprehended,  who  are  thereby  refpeBive- 
ly  required  to  fe  cure  the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy , 
fo  apprehended^  and  thereof  to  give  fpeedy  ?2otice 
to  the  Right  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  the  faid 
houfe,  and  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  the  end 
he  may  be  forthcoming  to  be  dealt  withal  and  pre ■-. 
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ceeded  againjl  according  to    law.     And  that  for 
the  prevention  of  the  efcape  of  the  faid  Jame's.. 
Napper  Tandy)  into  parts  beyond  the  feas,  faid  pro- 
clamation did  require  and  command  all  officers  of  the 
cufioms,  and  other  officers  and  fubj  eels  of  and  in  the 
refpeclive  ports,  and  maritime  towns,  and  places 
nvitkin  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  that  they  and  every 
of  them  in  their  refpeclive  places  and.  flations,  'with- 
in the  faid  kingdom,  Jhould  be  careful  and  diligent 
in  the  examination  of  all  perfons  that  Jhould  pafs 
»r  endeavour  to  pafs  beyond  the  feas,  and  that  if 
they  Jhould  dif cover  the  faid  J-ames  tapper  Tandy , 
iJien  to  caufe  him  to  be  apprehended  and  fe cured, 
and  to  give  notice  thereof  as  aforefaid.     And  the 
faid  Proclamation  did  alfo  flriclly  charge  and  com?< 
mand  all  perfons  as  they  would  anfwer  the  con- 
trary at  their  perils,  that  they  Jhould  not  any  vjay 
conceal,  but  Jhould  dif  cover  the  faid  James  Kapper 
Tandy,  to  the  end  he  might  be  fecured.     AM.fcr 
the  encouragement  of  all  perfons  to  be  diligent  and 
careful  in  endeavouring  to  dif  cover  and  apprehend 
the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy,  faid  Proclamation 
did  further  declare,  that  whofoever  Jhould  di [cover 
and  apprehend  him,  the  faid  James  Napfer  Tandy, 
and  jhould  bring  him   before  fome  Jujiice  of  the 
Peace,   or  Chief  Magijlrate,    as  aforefaid,  Jhould 
have  and  receive  as  a  reward  for  the  difcovering, 
apprehending,    and  bringing    him  the  faid  James 
Napper  Tandy,    before  fuch  Jufiice  of  the  Peace, 
or  Chief  Magijlrate,  as  aforefaid,  the  fum  of  fifty 
pounds.      And  whereas   the  faid  James   Napper 
Tandy  was  arrejled  by  a  ?na?z  of  the  name  of  John 
Knight,  and  kept  in  cuftody  for  half  an  ho^,  and 
it  iv as  alledged  by  faid  Knight  that  juch  arreft  was 
tnade  by  him  in  obedience  to  and  by  virtue  or  under 
colour    of  faid^  Proclamation. Now,    know- 
all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that  I,  the  faid  James 
Napper  Tandy,   do  hereby  confliiute,    and  appoint, 
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jlireZt,  authorize  and  impower  Mathevo  Doivlingt 
tf  Great  Longford  fireet,  in  the  city  of  Dublin* 
gent,  one  of  the  Attorney 's  of  his  Majejlfs  Courts 
of  Exchequer,  King's  Bench,  and  Common  Pleas, 
in  Ireland,  to  commence,  infcitute,  carry  on  and 
profecute  one  or  more  aclion  or  aSlions  at  my  fuit 
and  in  my  name  againfl  fuch  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  as  Jigned  the  faid  Proclamation,  alfo  againji 
the  Printers  or  Puhlijhers  of  the  Nevofpapcr  called 
the  Dublin  Gazette,  and  againfl  the  faid  'John 
Knight,  or  to  profecute  the  faid  Knight,  and  alfo 
againfl  the  Right  Hon.  John  Pofler,  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  Serjeant  at  Arms,  and 
Meffengers  attending  the  faid  Houfe,  the  Sheriffs  of 
the  county  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  the  Gaoler  of  the 
New  Prifan,  and  all  and  every  perfon  and  perfons 
ivho  acled  in  any  manner  under  the  faid  Warrant 
or  Proclamation.  And  for  thefe  purpofes  to  take 
all  fuch  feps  and  proceedings  in  any  of  the  lamv  oy 
other  courts  as  he  may  be  ad-vifed,  or  deem  necejfa- 
iy  or  expedient.  Hereby,  ratifying,  allowing,  and 
confirming  all,  and  ixkaifoever  my  [aid  Attorney 
focal  do,  or  caufe  or  direct  to  be  done  in  the  pre- 
mifes.  In  ivitnefs  -ivhereof,  I  have  hereunto  fit 
jry  Hand  and  Seal,  this  z5th  day  of  April  in  the 
Year  of  our  Lord,   1792,.  , 

Sign^SealedcmdDelwcr-l       ^  fmm  Seah 
" .    edinthe  prefence  0/  us,     }  ° 
THOMAS  DOW  LING 
.    JAS.  NEIVENHAM  CURTIS. 

Lord  Chief  Baron,  I  am  now  ready  to  own 
that  \  am  glad  I  poftponed  giving  my  opinion 
to  this  time,  becauie  a  document  has  been  read 
which  throws  new  light  upon  the  fubject,  and 
■which  fhews  the  action  to  be  commenced  againft 
Xord  Weflmoreland  for  an  act  done  in  his  politic 
capacity.     The  queition  therefore  is  not  a  gene- 
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ral  one,  t(  whether  a  Lord  Lieutenant  in  his  go- 
vernment may  be  fued  for  an  act  of  power," — 
but,  "  whether  he  may  be  fued  for  an  act  of 
State"  I  did  very  early  declare,  that  no  man. 
could  maintain  an  action  againft  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant for  an  act  of  State  during  his  govern- 
ment. The  acts  of  State  done  by  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, like  thofe  of  the  King,  are  all  counter  - 
iigned  by  refpcnfible  minifters,  and  if  he  be  advifed 
to  do  any  thing  unconftitutional  by  them,  they 
are  refponfible  for  it — but  I  do  not  found  this 
opinion  upon  any  diftinction  betweeen  the  natural 
and  politic  capacity  in  the  perfon  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  There  is  not  any  diftinction  of  that 
kind  that  does  not  apply  equally  to  the  King  a 
he  performs  in  his  natural  capacity  all  the  functi- 
ons of  nature  :  he  eats,  drinks,  and  fleeps  : — 
and  any  other  act  done  by  him,  whether  public 
or  private,  is  done  by  him  as  a  corporation  fole, 
and  therefore  it  is,  he  cannot  depart  from  any 
matter  of  ftate  but  by  matter  of  record,  and  this 
does  not  extend  lefs  in  the  cafe  of  a  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant, I  found  my  opinion  upon  the  broadeft 
grounds  -.  not  upon  the  law  of  any  particular 
itate,  but  upon  the  law  of  nature  and  nations, 
It  is  a  queftion  in  which  not  Ireland  or  Great 
Britain  only  are  concerned,  but  every  orderly  go-  ( 
vernment. — I  found  it  upon  this,  that  fo  long 
as  he  is  Governor,  lb  long  as  he  is  the  executive 
power,  he  cannot  be  called  upon.  Antientiy 
he  enjoyed  many  more  privileges  than  he  does 
now  almoft  every  prerogative  which  the  Crown 
Enjoys  at  this  day,  he  once  had  j  it  appears  from 
hiftory  he  declared  peace  and  war  and  gave  the 
Royal  affent,  rege  inconfulto. — Now,  it  is  not 
given,  but  in  the  name  of  the  King. — There  is 
an  entry  in  the  Journals,  Le  Seigneur  Depute  le 
<veut.    But  now  by  a  wholefome  law  thefe  powers 
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are  reftrained.  But  ftill  h;  cannot  be  rued.  Ifc 
every  country  there  is  fome  authority  lodged 
fomewhere  :  this  power  is  divided  into  the  legisla- 
tive, the  executive  and  the  Judicial,  and  it  is 
from  the  different  combinations  of  thofe  three 
different  powers  that  arifes  all  the  difference  of 
the  Governments  exifting  in  the  world. — Bu(: 
where  there  is  an  executive  power  particularly, 
it  is  neceffary  to  the  end.  of  Government  it 
ihould  be  iacred  and  inviolable  5  for  the  moment 
the  liberty  ot*  the  perfon  of  the  executive  power 
is  reftrained,  the  moment  the  free  agency  is 
taken  away,  that  inftant  the  Government  falls, 
there  is  an  end  of  all  Government,  the  moment 
the  executive  power  is  violated.  I  have  faid, 
this  is  not  a  quefbion  merely  of  the  municipal 
Law  of  Ireland  or  England,  but  of  the  Law  of 
Nations,  and  to  fhew  that  it  is,  look  into  Puf- 
fendorf  de  Officio  hominis  &  c'l-vis  treating  not  of 
the  law  of  this  ftate  or  that,  but  of  the  law  of 
Nations. — He  fays,  "  If  the  fubjecl  be  aggriev- 
ed by  a  fovereign  lie  cannot  maintain  an  action, 
or  oblige  him  to  redrefs,  he  may  perfuade  him  if 
be  can" — But  look  at  higher  authority,  that  of 
the  celebrated  Lock  in  his  Effay  on  Government : 
he  lays  down  the  fame  poiition,  and  he  founds  it, 
not  upon  any  diftinclion  between  the  natural  and 
politic  capacity,  but  upon  this  broad  bottom, 
that  it  -is  better  a  private  mifchief  mould  enfue 
to  an  Individual,  than  the  peace  and  fecurity  of 
Government  fhould  be  violated  by  any  Attack 
upon  the  Magiilrate  Executing  the  power  of  (late. 
— He  puts  the  cafe-  of  a  heady  Prince  coming  to 
the  Throne  and  doing  private  a6ls  of  mifchief, 
but  altho'  thefe  mifchief,  may  exiri,  they  happen 
fo  rarely,  and  travel  thro'  fo  fmall  an  extent,  it 
is  better  to  put  up  with  them" — This,  it  is  ob- 
ferved,  is  carried   fo  far  in  the  cafe  of  a  Kir.g3 
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that  even  for  a  matter  of  private  concern,    hfc 
cannot  be  fued  othervvife  than  by  petition,  bring- 
ing it  to  the  cafe  in  Puffendorf,  he  may  perfuade 
if  he  can,  but  he  cannot  compel  him  ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  upon  that  ground,    that  the  King  is 
fuable  by  petition  or  monftrans  de  droit,  and  this 
whether  the  matter  be  of  a  public  or  private  na- 
ture, and  if  I  were  called  upon  for  an  opinion  whe- 
ther the  Lord  Lieutenant  can  be  fued  for  an  aft  o§ 
a  private  nature  ;  I  would  fay  he  cannot  perhaps  he 
may  be  fued  in  auter  droit  j  but  with  refpeft  to  him« 
felf  he  cannot.     If  procefs  could  ifTue  againft  him 
his  perfon  might  be  imprifoned,  he  might  be  feized 
under  colour  of  a  fuit,  even  when  going  to  Exer- 
cife  one  of  the  Royal  functions  committed  to  his 
charge;  when  going  to  meet  the  Parliament  of 
the  Country.     If   this   doctrine  could    be  main- 
tained, he  might  have  been  arrefted  when  going  to 
give  the  Royal  adent  to  that  act  which  eftablifhed 
our  right  of  being  an  ancient  independant  King- 
dom.— But  it  is  laid  great  mifchiefs  will  follow  j  li- 
mitations will  run  ;  a  Lord  Lieutenant  may  be 
continued   for  life;    he  may  do  wrong, and  the 
fubje6t   be  without  redrefs. — To  that  I  anfwer, 
it  is  indecent  to  put  any  fuch  cafe,  and  it  might 
as  well  be  put  in  the  cafe  of  a  King;  he  may  do 
wrong,  commit  murder,    aifaiTination,   injury  of 
every  kind,  and  the  fubject  is  equally  without  re- 
drefs.     But  the   law  will  not   admit   any  fuch 
notion  and  it  is  highly  indecent  for  us  to  iuppofe 
it.     But  I  am  happily  relieved  from  the  neceffity 
of  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  "  point  whether 
he  may  be  fued  for  any  act  done  by  him  in  a 
private  capacity,""  when  it  appears  now,   by  un- 
queftionable  evidence  under  the  hand  and  feal  of 
the   plaintiff,  he  avows   he  lues  him  for  an  acl 
done  by  him  as  Lord  Lieutenant, — I  am  fatis- 
fied  he   cannot  be    fued   in   that   capacity,    and 
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therefore  the  motion  muft  be  granted,   namely^ 
the  procefs  ought  to  be  quafhed  as  having  iflued  im- 
providently. — With  regard  to  what  has  been  (aid 
about  the  letter  miifive,  it  is  true,  I  was  applied  to 
for  it,   but  the  reafon  which  weighed  with  me  for 
refuiing  it,  was,  that  if  I  figned  it,  I  would  give 
.  my  lanction  to  the   procefs  ;  whereas  I  wifhed  it 
mould  Hand  upon  its  own  ftrength  or  weaknefs, 
A  patfage  was  cited  from  Strafford's  letters. — I 
Iwoked  into  the    book   and  I   find  it  was  truly 
cited  j  but  it  cannot   be  received  as  law  now. — 
One  of  the  deputies  had  been  ferved  with  an  in- 
junction commanding  him  to  give  pofTcflion  of 
Patrick's  church  which  had  been  ufed  as  a  ftable. 
— Put    the   cafe    that    the  Chancellor  forming  a 
part   of  the  executive    Government  had   refuted* 
to  obey — his  perfon   might  be  taken    and  what 
would    become    of    the     executive    power,    the 
Government  would  be  fufpended  ;    it  is  better, 
I  fay,  that  a  private  injury  mould  be  fuftained  by 
an  individual,  than  that  there  mould  be  no  Govern- 
ment in  the  country  ;  and  how  ready  people  are 
to  contend  that  there  is  no   Government  in   the 
country  is,'  evident,  as  it  was  argued  by  the  gen- 
tlemen,   who,    to  do   them  juftice,    fpoke    ably, 
that  we  were  at  this  inftant  actually  without  any 
legal  Government;  for  they  did  affert  and  argue 
we  had  no  legal  Lord  Lieutenant  in  the  country. 
— It  is  unneceffary  to  argue  that  we  have  de  ftrifio 
jure-:— while  in  the   executive  power  of  Govern- 
ment he  is  Governor  pro  hac  mice. 

N.  B.  In  the  cafe  of  Lord  Donegal  againft 
Hamilton,  in  giving  his  opinion  the  fame  day, 
the  Loid  Chief  Baron  faid,  I  am  unwilling  to  give 
my  opinion  whether  the  K^ng  has  a  right  to  grant 
any  thing  in  this  kingdom  under  any  feal  buf  the 
great  feai  of  this  his   kingdom  of  Ireland  :  but  I 
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confefs  I   am  inclined  to  think  at  prefent  that  ne 
cannot." 

Mr.  Baron  Hamilton.  I  do  not  wifh  to  refort  to 
any  doctrine  of  our  court,  or  law  of  this  country 
to  fupport  my  opinion  ;  I  found  myfelf  upon  prin- 
ciples that  muft  belong  to  every  Government  in 
the  world — The  queftion  is,  mall  we  fuffer  a  pro- 
eels  to  iffue,  where  the  Executive  power  of  this 
Government  may  be  put  into  reftraint,  I  may 
fay  into  prifon. — I  beg  to  know,  can  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding as  that  be  found  in  the  hiftory  of  man- 
kind ? — In  any  Government,  however  free,  the 
moft  democratical  that  ever  exifted,  even  in 
France,  notwithftanding  all  their  confulion,  they 
held  the  Executive  power  inviolable.  Can  any 
Government  exift,  if  there  be  not  an  Executive 
anthoritv  to  carry  the  laws  into  execution. — 
What  will  avail  all  your  laws  if  it  be  in  the 
power  of  an  individual  to  iffue  out  procefs  and 
confine  the  executive  authority.  It  is  very  well 
known  that  the  acts  of  a  Governor  relate  to  every 
one  j  what  a  monftrous  doctrine  it  would  be, 
that  every  one  of  the  individuals  who  feel  them- 
ielves  aggrieved  or  affected  by  the  proceedings  of 
a  Governor,  mould  have  a  power  each  to  brim 
an  action  ;  the  Law  of  the  country  would  become 
ufelefs  ;  no  government  could  fubfift  if  that  pro- 
cedure prevailed. — The  counfel  for  the  plaintiff 
could  not  avow  that  the  Governor  could  be  fued 
in  his  public  capacity,  becaufe  they  refufed  to 
declare  in  what  right  he  was  fued. 

Mr.  Butler  humbly  conceived  that  the  Lord 
Chief  Baron  was  miftaken  in  a  matter  of  fact, 
in  conceiving  that  the  warrant  of  attorney, 
which  hid  been  read,  had  any  relation  to  this 
caufe  ;  it  gives  no  authority  to  Mr.  Dowling  to 
fue  the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  either  in  his  po- 
litic or  natural  capacity,  and  is  not  therefore  any 
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evidence,  under  hand  and  feal  of  the  plaintiff; 
of  this  action  being  brought  againft  Lord  Weft* 
moreland  as  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  an  act  of  ftate 
or  otherwife. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  If  you  had  done  me  the 
honour  to  attend  to  me,  you  would  perceive  my 
reafon  for  noticing  the  letter  of  attorney,  which 
though  it  does  not  authorize  an  action  againft  Lord 
Weftmoreland,  yet  in  a  great  meafure  explains 
and  gives  a  complexion  to  the  whole  transaction,, 
upon  the  whole  I  am  Satisfied  that  this  action  is 
inftituted  againft  the  Lord  Lieutenant  in  his  poli- 
tic capacity. 

Court j  Let  the  fubpcerra  be  quafhed. 


James  N.  Tandy,  Efq.  -j  HT* 

againft  /    \_  HE  declaration  in 

The  Right  Hon.  Arthur  ("this  cafe  was  filed  on  the 

Wolf.  J  15th  day  of  November, 

1792.  It  is  for  caufing  to  be  printed  andpublifh- 
ed  an  unlawful  and  libellous  publication  and  con- 
fifts  of  four  counts.— firft,  an  unlawful  publication 
in  the  words  and  figures — fecond  an  unlawful  pub- 
lication to  the  tenor. — third,  a  libellous  publication 
in  the  words  and  figures,  and  fourth  a  libellous, 
publication  to  the  tenor. — The  publication  com- 
plained of  by  the  declaration  was  a  proclamation 
purporting  to  be  iffued  by  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
and  council  of  Ireland  commanding  the  arreft  of 
the  plaintiff  and  offering  a  reward  for  the  fame, 
in  the  declaration  the  proclamation  is  fet  forth  in. 
manner  following — "  By  the  Lord  Lieutenant" 
(meaning  the  Right  Hon.  John  Fane  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Bri'^ia 
commonly  called  but  not  of  right  the  Lieutenant 
General  and  General  Governor)  ««  and  council' 
& 
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(meaning  the  aflerabiy  of  perfons  commonly  dalj- 

ed  but  not  ot  right  the  Right  Hen.  the  privy  ccun- 
fel)  of  Ireland  *'  A  proclamation  We (I:  more - 
Jand'"  meaning  the  p.forefaid  Right  Honourable 
John  Fane  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  of  t4ie  kingdom 
cf  Great  Britain)  "  Whereas"  &c.  &c. 

The  ground  ior  ufmg  thefe  expreflions  was,  that 
the  Earl  of  Weftmoreland  received  his  appoint- 
ment as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  cenfequent- 
ly  he  was  not  legally  Lord  Lieu tenant  of  Ireland, 
or  fuch  a  perfen  as  could  receive  the  oath  of  a 
]H\rvy  cotmlellor* 

On  Wednefday  the  28th  of  November  1792 
Mr.  Franklyn,  on  behalf  of  thedeftnd.-nt.  moved 
that  the  declaration  filed  in  this  eaufe.  might  be 
taken  ofF  the  file,  or  that  fuch  grants  thereof  as 
aliedged  "  that  the  prefent  etutf  Governor  of 
€t  this  kingdom  is  not  io  of  right,  and  that  the 
*tf  jprefent  jaiyy  couiifel  of  this  kingdom -is  not  cf 
**  right,  tlia  privy  counlel  thereof"  might  be  ex- 
punged j  and  in  cafe  the  ccurt  fh-onlci  relule  to  tnke 
the  declaration  oif  the  hie,  that  the  defendant 
might  have  time  to  pltcd  mi  til  the  next  T«rm< 

Baron  Pcv^cr.  This  is  a  motion  of  ccurie — 
lefer  it  to  a  Baron. 

Lord  Chief  Baron,  No. — I  will  not  refer  it — I 
will  expunge  tlie  icandalous  parte  hijianier.  Let 
the  declaration  be  read. 

The  Declaration  was  hereupon  read. 
Mr.  Baron  Ponxier.  I  concur  with  the  Chief 
Baroi- — I  will  expunge  the  fcandal  inftantjy — 
1 1  oie  pailages  are  prclix,  impertinent  and  Icanda- 
]or.s — I  do  not  flop  here  j  thole  who  iigned  the 
declaration  (liould  be  puniffied. 

Lord  Chief  Baron,  Who  figned  the  deciara- 
1.  41? 
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Jilr.  Kemmis-t  the  agent  for  the  defendant,  rea*? 
the  names  "  Simon  Butler  and  Thomas  Addis 
Emmet.'"  as  thofefigned  to  the  declaration. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  Who  is  attorney  for  tlvs 
plaintiff? 

He  was  anfwered  that  the  attorney  was  Matthew 
Dowling. 

Mr.  Butler.  It  was  not  my  intention  to  trouble 
the  court  this  day, — After  what  I  heard  from  the 
court  on  Monday — after  what  I  have  heard  this 
day  from  the  bench — after  what  has  paffed  this  day 
in  the  court  of  common  pleas,  where  though  I 
could  not  offer  my  fentiments  on  behalf  of  my 
client,  on  account  of  the  motion  having  been  made; 
on  the  part  of  his  Majefty,  yet  where  I  had  the 
the  fa  fis  faction  of  hearing  every  thing  faid  and! 
urged  on  behalf  of  the  plaintiff  that  could  be  faidL 
or  urged — I  fay,  my  lord,  that  after  the  very  de- 
cided opinion  of  the  court,  I  fhould  merely  have 
entered  my  proteft  to  the  order  fought  for  by  the 
defendant — but  as  a  threat  has  been  thrown  out 
from  the  bench  againft  thofe  who  have  figned  the 
declaration,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  enter  at  large 
into  the  motion,  and  mew  to  the  fatisfaclion  of 
every  honeft  and  unprejudiced  mind,  that  the 
parts  fought  to  be  expunged  from  the  declaration 
are  not  prolix  fcandalous  or  impertinent,  but  rele- 
vant and  neceffary  to  the  plaintiff's  cafe. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  What  threat  has  been 
thrown  out !  I  know  of  none. 

Baron  Po-tver.  You  intirely  mifunderftand  the 
court — I  did  not  allude  to  the  gentlemen  of  the 
bar  who  figned  the  declaration — I  alluded  to  the 
Attorney  whofe  name  appeared  to  the  declarati- 
on. 

Mr.  Butler.  I  am  happy  to  hear  that  the  court 
did  not  allude  to  or  mean  to  cenfure  the  gentlemen 
©f  the  bar  who  figned  the  declaration— but  as  the 
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court  is  pleafed  to  fay  that  they  alluded  to  the  at^ 
torney,  Mr.  Dowling,  who  figned  the  declaration 
as  attorney  for  the  plaintiff.  I  requeft  to  be  heard 
a  few  words.  Mr.  Dowling  is  merely  agent— he 
acts  by  the  direction  and  is  under  the  controul  of 
counfel — the  warrant  of  attorney  which  the  court 
has  before  them,  directs  that  he  mould  act  under 
the  direction  and  be  fubject  to  the  controul   of 

counfel having  informed  your   lordfhips  what 

the  duty  ot  Mr.  Dowling  is,  I  will  now  inform 
you,  that  he  has  performed  it — and  in  no  refpect 
exceeded  it — every  act  done  by  him  in  this  caufe 
has  been  by  the  direction  and  from  the  advice  and 
•under  the  controul  of  counfel, — He  has  not  in  any 
refpect  acted   from  himfelf  or  independant  of  the 

'advice  and  even  direction  of  counfel He  is  not 

refponfible,  he  has  only  performed  his  duty — If 
there  has  been' any  impropriety,  the  counfel  are  to 
be  blamed — If  any  cenfure  is  to  fall,  let  it  fall 
mpon  the  counfel ;  and  if  any  punimment  is  to  be 
inflicted,  let  it  be  received  by  the  counfel — I  make 
this  declaration  publicly  as  one  of  the  counfel,  and 
if  I  had  not,1  I  would  be  afhamed  ever  to  raife  my 
voice  again  in  this  or  any  other  court.     ' 

Mr.  Butler  was  followed  by  Mr.  Emmet,  who, 
as  one  of  the  counfel  declared  his  refponfibilityK 
and  that  Mr.  Dowling,  throughout  the  bufinefs, 
acted  merely  as  attorney  and  under  the  exprefs  di- 
rection of  counfel. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  I  am  not  decided  in  my  mind 
as  to  the  courfe  which  ought  to  be  taken  by  the 
Court  on  this  occafion — we  will  confiderof  it,  and 
do  what  fhall  appear  to  be  proper. 

Mr.  Butler.  It  is  then  my  duty  to  enter  at 
large  into  the  caxife  and  (hew  to  the  court,  that  the 
words  in  queftion  are  not  prolix,  icandalous,  or 
impertinent,  but  that  on  the  contrary  they  are  re- 
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levant  to    and  very  material  for  the  plaintiff's 
cafe. 

Lord  Chief  Baron. — You  are  certainly  at  liberty 
to  fatisfy  the  court,  if  you  can,  as  to  the  relevancy 
©f  the  words  j  but  in  fo  doing,  I  muft  inform  you 
that  the  court  will  not  fuffer  you  to  queftion  the 
legality  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  patent— that 
point  ftiall  not  again  be  argued  in  this  Court. 

Mr.  Butler.  They  feek  to  expunge  the  wordsf 
4C  commonly  called  but  not  of  right"— Before 
I  fhew  the  relevancy,  I  will  fhew  the  truth  of 
the  words — I  will  fhew  that  the  Earl  of  Weft- 
moreland  is  not  of  right  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland,  and  that  the  privy  Council  are  not  of 
right  the  privy  Council  of  Ireland. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  I  will  not  fuffer  that  mat- 
ter to  be  argued  j  I  have  already  told  you  fo— 
*— I  repeat  it — From  the  ferment  of  the  Public 
mind,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  fhall  fit  another 
year  upon  this  Bench  ;  but  were  this  the  laft  time 
of  my  fitting  here,  I  would  refill  every  attempt 
to  (hew  that  there  is  no  legal  executive  power  in. 
the  counfry. 

Baron  Hamilton.  This  may  poffibly  be  the 
laft  year  of  my  life,  but  were  it  the  laft  moment 
of  my  life,  I  would  not  fuffer  any  man  to  argue 
that  there  is  no  legal  executive  power  in  the 
country. 

Mr.  Butler.  I  did  hope  that  I  mould  have 
been  permitted  to  argue  the  cafe  of  my  client  ia 
iuch  manner  as  to  me  feemed  molt  advifeable— • 
I  recollect  the  conduct  of  the  firft  advocate  of 
England,  when  directed  by  the  majority  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  confine  his  argument  on 
behalf  of  his  client  to  certain  points  j  Mr. 
Erfkine  declared,  that  in  the  argument  of  his 
client's  cafe,  he  would  not  be  dictated  to  by  any 
power,  and  that  unlefs  he  was  permitted  to  argue 

K.  % 

t  * 


(  i7-t  1 
the  cafe  of  his  clients  in  fuch  manner  as  he 
thought  moft  for  the  benefit  of  his  clients,  he 
would  not  make  any  argument. — I  will  follow 
fo  great  an  example,  and  declare  to  this  court 
and  to  the  Nation  that,  as  I  am  not  permitted 
to  argue  the  caufe  of  my  client  in  fuch  manner 
as  I  think  moft  for  his  benefit,  I  will  fit  down. 

Lord  Chief  Baron.  I  am  far  from  dictating  to 
any  gentleman  the  manner  of  laying  his  client's 
cafe  before  the  court — it  is  not  my  nature — and 
it  never  was  my  practice  but  I  muft  again  de- 
clare, that  I  will  not  fuffer  any  perfon  to  argue 
that  there  is  no  legal  Chief  Governor  in  this 
country. 

Court. — Let  the  words  be  expunged  and  let  the 
defendant  have  time  to  plead  until  the  firft  day  of 
next  term. 

James  N.  Tandy,  Efq.  )  Hp  * 

againil  /    JL  HIS  is  an  action 

Timothy  Dyton  and     >for  printing  arid  pub- 

St.  Geo.  O'Kelly,  Eiqrs.  I  lifhing  and  ccufing  to 

■  '  be  printed  and  publifh- 

ed  an  unlawful  and  libelous  publication,  and 
contains  four  counts  firmlar  to  thofe  in  the  lail 
mentioned  aclion. 

Mr.  Iranklojid  on  behalf  of  the  defendant's 
moved  the  court  for  liberty 'to  withdraw  the  plea 
filed  by  the  defendants,  and  that  the  declaration 
might  be.  taken  off  the  file,  or  that  thofe  parts 
thereof 'wherein  it  is  ailedged  that  the  prefent 
Ct-ief'-' Governor  of  this  kingdom  is  nor  ib  of 
right  and  that  the  prefent  privy  council  of  this 
kingdom  is  not  of  right  the  privy  council  thereof 
wight  be  expunged. 

Vgjmfel  on  benalf  of  Mr.  Tandy  were  filent. 
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Courts—Let  the  defendants  have  liberty  t<2 
withdraw  the  plea,  and  let  the  words  be  expung- 
ed, and  let  the  defendants  have  time  to  plead  to 
the  firft  day  of  next  term. 


James  N.  Tandy  Efq.*}  HT^ 

againft  /    X  HIS   is   an    aclioa 

The  Right  Hon.  John  y-  for  falfe  imprifonment  on 

Fofter.  (  the  22d.  of  February  and 

__ _ J  ^h  0f  May  1792. 

Mr.  ¥rankland,  on  behalf  of  the  defendant, 
moved  the  court  for  time  to  plead  until  the  next 
term. 

Mr.  Frankland,  faid,  that  no  tryal  would  be 
thereby  loft,  as  the  defendant  would  juftify  under 
an  order  of  the  Houf'e  of  Commons. 

Counfel  for  the  plaintiff  were  filent. 

Court.  Let  defendant  have  time  to  plead  untij 
firft  day  of  next  term. 
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Weiinejday  i%th  November ,  179s* 

COMMON    PLEAS. 

James  N.  Tandy  Efq.  %  r~Yy 

Plaintiff  /   JL  HIS   is  an  action 

The  Right  Hon.  John  (for  cauflng  to  be  printed 
Lord  Baron  Fitzgibbon  (  and  publifhed  an  unlaw  - 
Defendant:  \  fill  And  libellous  publi- 

-  ■     ■■       -/  cation,  and  contains  four 

Counts  fimilar  to  thofe  contained  in  the  declara- 
tion againft  Mr.  Wolfe. 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  on  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jefty,  moved  that  the  writ  of  fiimmons  might  be 
luperfeded,  and  that  the  Declaration  might  be 
taken  off  the  file,  or  that  fuch  parts  thereof  as 
alledge  that  the  prefent  Chief*  Governor  of  this 
Kingdom  is  not  fo  of  right,  and  that  the  prefent 
privy  Council  of  this  Kingdom  is  not  or  right 
the  privy  Council  thereof,  might  be  exgurged. 

Mr.  Attorney  General  laid,  it  was  not  only 
Competent  to  him,  as  Attorney  General,  to  in- 
form the  Court  of  any  matter,  but,  in  particular 
Cafes,  it  was  Competent  to  any  man  to  give 
fuch  information  to  the  Judges,  as  amicus  Curice. 
He  had  a  right  to  do  fo,  as  amicus  Curice,  when 
any  Indecency,  Immorality  or  matter  injurious 
to  the  ftate,  appeared  upon  the  Record  of  the 
Court,  in  order  that  fuch  matter  fhould  be  ex- 
punged. The  declaration  or  Bill  which  had  been 
put  upon  the  file  of  the  Court  by  the  plaintiff 
againft  the  defendant,  and  the  writ  of  fummons 
which  iffued  thereupon,  he  confidered  leditious 
in  tendency,  fcandalous  to  the  irate,  and  infult- 
ing  to  the  Court.  'Tis  laid  that  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  was  not  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
rightj  that  the  privy  Council  of  Ireland  is  not 
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privy  Council  of  right.  This  is  not  lefs  thaa 
alledging  that  there  was  no  Government  in  the 
Country.  He  trufted  that  the  Court  would  im- 
mediately, peremptorily  and  unequivocally  decide 
upon  the  motion  he  had  made,  that  the  danger- 
ous and  abfurd  idea,  of  the  Country  being  with- 
out a  Government,  might  not  for  a  moment  go 
abroad  to  deceive  and  to  miflead  the  people.  If 
the  fuggeftion  was  true,  the  Court  had  no  jurif- 
diclion,  the  Judges  had  no  authority  to  act 
under.  The  Council  who  drew  the  Bill  and  ad- 
vifed  the  meafure,  were  not,  he  prefumed,  ap- 
prized how  Lord  Lieutenants  were  appointed. 
They  were,  and  had  been  for  fix  hundred  years 
«paft,  appointed  by  the  King's  will,  made  known, 
under  the  great  feal  of  England  annexed  to  Let- 
ters patent  $  when  he  arrives  in  this  country,  the 
fword  of  ftate  is  delivered  into  his  hands,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Council,  by  thofe  who  preceded 
Iiim  in  office,  and  he  takes  the  ufual  Oaths-— • 
This  is  the  only  legal  mode  of  appointing  a  Lord 
Lieutenant 

Mr.  Juflice  Hellen,  coincide  with  the  Attorney 
General  that  the  Court  mould  immediately  decide 
upon  the  queftion,  The  fuggeftion  that  the  Earl 
of  Weftmoreland  was  not  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  of  right,  and  the  Privy  Council  Privy 
Council  of  right,  he  considered  a  pofition  fraught 
with  the  nioft  dangerous  Confequences. 

"The  Chief  Juftice,  inquired  if  any  Counfel  at- 
tended on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff. 

Mr.  Mc,  Nally  anfwered,  that  he  and  Mr. 
Emmet  were  of  Counfel  for  the  plaintiff  Mr. 
Tandy ;  that  he  was  not  unprepared  as  to  the 
queftion  hereafter  to  come  before  the  Court,  if 
the  defendant  thought  proper  to  juftify  by  plea 
or  by  Evidence,  for  he  had  considered  the  quefti- 
on, and  prepared  himlclf  with  fedulous  induftryj 
but  he  thought  it  would  be  imprudent  in  him  it 
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this  early  ftage  of  the  proceedings  againft  the 
Defendant  to  communicate  the  principles  and 
grounds  upon  which  he  propofed  hereafter  to 
contend,  that  the  appointment  of  the  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland  to  the  Office  of  Lord  Lieutenant 
was  not  legal,  but,  on  the  contrary,  inconfiftent  I 
with  the  Conftitution  of  this  Country. 

He  obferved  that  Attorney  General  had  come 
forward  as  an  amicus  curia — this  was  the  firifc 
time  he  had  ever  feen  an  amicus  curia  come  for- 
ward to  make  a  motion  with  a  Brief  in  his  hand, 
and  that  Brief  marked  with  a  fee — an  amicus 
curia  was  authorized  to  inform  the  Court  of 
matter  of  Law  if  the  Court  was  in  Error,  but 
until  this  day  he  had  never  heard  an  amicus  curia 
attempt  to  argue  as  council  for  a  party  upon 
motion — Here — 

Mr.  Jujlice  Hellen  interrupted  Mr.  Mc.  Nally 
who,  his  Lordmip  laid,  rauft  have  mifunderftood 
the  Attorney  General  j  for  the  Attorney  Gene- 
ral had  not  ftated  that  he  had  appeared  as  an 
amicus  curia  but  that  an  amicus  curia  might  with, 
propriety  give  the  fame  Information  to  tjhe  Court 
as  he  was  going  to  give  in  his  character  of  At- 
torney General. 

Mr.  Mc.  Nally  afTured  the  Court  that  he  had  not 
the  flighted:  intention  to  miftate  what  had  fallen 
from  his  Majefty's  leading  Counfel ;  a  Gentleman 
for  whofe  learning  and  abilities  he  had  the  high- 
eft  refpect  j  but  he  was  led  into  the  miftake  by  a 
very  extraordinary  fignature  which  appeared  at 
the  bottom  of  the  Notice  ferved  upon  his  Client. 
The  whole  Cafe  before  the  Court  was  extraor- 
dinary arfd  novel,  but  perhaps  the  fignature  to 
the  Notice  was  the  molt  extraordinary  and  novel 
that  ever  appeared  in  Court.  The  Notice  was 
ligned  "  Thomas  Kemmis,  Attorney  to  his 
Majefty,"  now  if  Thomas  Kemmis  was  Attor- 
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ney  to  his  Majefty,  in  what  (ituation  was  the 
Sight  Hon.  Arthur  Wolfe?  were  there  two  At- 
torney Generals — Attorney  General  Wolfe  and 
Attorney  General  Kemmis  ?  or  did  Mr.  Attor- 
ney General  Wolfe  Aide  out  of  his  place  pro  tem~ 
fore,  for  the  purpole  of  letting  Mr.  Thoma3 
Kemmis  flip  in  pro  tempore,  and  aft  as  Attorney 
General  in  the  actions  pending  againft  the  Privy 
Counfellors  who  caufed  the  advertifement  in 
rmeftion  to  be  published  ?  If  that  was  the  Cafe, 
he  was  warranted  in  iuppofing  that  the  Right 
Hon.  Arthur  Wolfe  was  a6ting  lblely  in  the  Situ- 
ation of  an  amicus  curia;,- 

Mr.  Mc  Nally  then  argued,  that  the  notice  was 
bad — It  was  bad  as  being  too  general.  It  cal- 
led upon  the  Court  to  expunge  certain  words, 
but  it  did  not  ftate  any  Cauie  for  expunging  thofe 
words — it  did  not  Hate  that  thofe  words  were  fu- 
perfluous,  impertinent  or  fcandalous  ?  whereas ; 
it  mould  have  fpecially  ftated  at  leaft  one  of  thofe 
caui'es  whether  the  words  complained  of  deferved 
the  epithets  applied  to  them,  he  truired  the  Court 
would  not  now  determine,  but  grant  a  conditi- 
onal order'that  the  plaintiff's  Counfel  might  mew 
Caufe  why  they  mould  not  be  expunged. 

Mr.  Solicitor  General  and  Mr.  Prime  Serjeant 
faid  a  few  words  each  to  the  quefcion,  in  which 
they  followed. 

Mr.  Attorney  General,  in  ftigmatizing  the 
words  excepted  to,  as  being  in  their  tendency 
iediticus  and  fcandalous.  They  applied  to  the 
court  that  the  Sheriff  mould  inltantly  return  the 
writ  of  fummons  \  which  being,  together  with 
the  declaration  or  bill,  brought  into  court,  and 
the  words  complained  of  read  by  the  officer,  the 
Attorney  General,  having  made  a  few  further 
cbfervations  on  the  pernicious  effects  of  the 
words  "  but  not  cf  right/'  called  on  the  courc 
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inltantlyto  fuperfede  the  writ  and  expunge  the 
words  from  the  declaration,  and  not  merely  grant?) 
a  conditional  order. 

The  Courts  thereupon,  called  on  Mr.  Tandy's 
counfel  to  mew  caufe  inftanter  why  the  writ  of 
fummons  mould  not  be  fuperfeded,  and  the  words 
"  but  not  of  right"  expunged  from  the  decla- 
ration or  bill. 

Mr.  E?nmet,  hoped  the  court  would  only  grant 
a  conditional  order,  when  he  alfured  them,  that 
he  himfelf  was  then  exceedingly  indifpofed^  and 
utterly  unable  to  do  his  client  juftice,  and  whea 
he  further  informed  them,  that,  in  confequence 
of  the  motion  being  made  on  behalf  of  his  Ma- 
jeity,  Mr.  Tandy  was  deprived  of  the  benefit  of 
Mr.  Butler's  ailiftance,  who  as  king's  counfel, 
conceived  himfelf  precluded  from  opening  his 
mouth,  until  he  could  obtain  a  licence.  The 
court  exprefiing  their  refolution  to  determine  the 
queftion  without  further  delay,  Mr.  Emmet  pro- 
ceeded. 

He  acknowledged  that  he  had  figned  the  de- 
claration or  bill  on  which  the  writ  of  fummons 
was  grounded.  This  he  thought  it  neceffary  to 
fay  in  confequence  of  the  many  charges  of  fcan- 
cial  and  fedition  that  had  been  thrown  out  againft 
that  declaration  or  bill.  If  the  allegation  which 
denied  the  authority  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  was 
{editions*  who  was  anfwerable  for  that  fedition, 
but  thoie  who  dragged  it  from  out  of  the  peace- 
ful obfcurity  of  a  record  of  the  court  and  forced 
it  into  public  attention?  If  any  of  the  evil  con- 
iequences  mentioned  by  the  Attorney  General 
were  likely  to  enfue  from  fuch  a  difcuffion  they 
rauft  be  imputed — not  to  the  plaintiff's  counfel 
who  had  inferted  the  allegation  in  law  pleading?, 
which  few  or  none  would  ever  fee,  and  where  it 
was  material  to  their  clients  action.,— -But  to  the 
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officious  officers  of  the  crown,   who  had  given 
publicity  to  the  affertion,  they  were  unable  to  re- 
fute j    who   had  felecled   it  for   argument  in   a 
crowded  court ;  and  by  premature  motions  ren- 
dered   the   difcuffion   neceffary.     It  would   have 
been  wifer  in  them  filently  to  corre6l  the  error 
in  the  Viceroy's  appointment}  than  to  mew  a 
pertinacious  attachment   to  an  abufe,    after  the 
principle  of  Englifh  Supremacy,  from  which  the 
abufe  has  grown,    had  been  abandoned.     Or  it" 
there  be  no  fuch   error,  why  do   they  not  juftify 
and  bring  the  queftion  forward  on  a  folemn  argu- 
ment on    the    pleadings  rather    than    endeavour 
-  to  audi   it  by  the  fummary  mode   of  motion. 
Having  purfued  thefe  obfervations  to  fome  length, 
he  infifred  on  it  as  a  rule  of  law,  that  the  court 
would  never  expunge  any  matter  from  a  decla- 
ration or  bill,  however  fcandalous  or  feditious  it 
might  be,    if  it  was  neceffary  to  the  plaintiff's 
caufe  of  action,  or  if  it  went   in  aggravation  of 
damages — apply  that  rule  here — Suppofe  the  pro- 
clamation complained  of  to  be   in  its   nature  and 
tendency  fuch    as  a  legal  Chief   Governor  and 
privy  council  would  have  been  well  warranted  in 
iffuing,  yet  fureiy  it  would  in  itfelf  be  fufficient. 
to  give  the  plaintiff  a  right  of  Action,  if  it  were 
iffued  by  perfons  having  no  authority  fo  to  do, 
and  who  had  accroached  to   themielves  nothing 
lefs  than  a  fovereignty  which  did  not  belong  to 
them,-   and  affumed   the  place  of  the   executive 
power.     If  the  Proclamation  was  in  itfelf  illegal 
and  infufficient  to  refill  an  action,  yet  even  there 
it  would  exceedingly   increafe   the   injury,    and 
would  go  in  aggravation  of  damages  that  fuch 
an  illegal  Proclamation  was  iffued  by  fuch  perfons 
as  he  had  already  defcribed. 

There  was  another  reafon  why  the  court  ought 
»$$  to  expunge  tilS  words  excepted  tp$  j&eg 

it 


would  never  make  any  alteration  in  any  part  ©f 
a  fuitor's  pleadings  that  might  lay  them  open  to 
a  demurrer.  He  did  not  abfolutely  fay  that 
was  the  cafe  here  j  hut  it  certainly  was  a  matter 
of  fome  doubt  whether  if  thofe  words  were  ex- 
punged the  defendant  might  not  demur  to  the 
declaration  or  bill;  and  he  trufted  the  court  would 
not  "comply  with  the  motion  until  they  were  af- 
certained  that  that  could  not  be  the  cafe. 

In  arguing  on  this  motion  he  -had  hitherto 
taken  it  for  granted,  that  Lord  Weftmoreland 
was  not  of  right  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
It  was  no  more  than  the  truth. — The  counfel  for 
the  crown,  in  order  to  excite  the  pride  and  pre- 
judices of  the  court,  had  laid  that  the  plaintiff's 
counfel  denied  its  juriidiclicn  in  certain  cafes,  in 
as  much  as  certain  of  its  proceffes  were  figned  by 
the  Lord  Lieutenant.  He  would  be  exceedingly 
forry  that  the  jurifdiction  of  that  court  was  ne- 
ceffarily  connected  with  the  mode  of  the  Viceroys 
appointment — his  aefs  with  regard  to  that  court 
were  merely  mihifterial ;  but  even  if  he  (aid  that  the 
power  of  the  court  ceafed  for  the  prefent,  in 
confequence  of  the  illegal  appointment?  of  the 
Viceroy,  he  did  not  argue  sgainft  its  jurifdiclion 
in  the  abftraii,  and  he  only  urged  an  additional 
motive  for  correcting  the  illegality  It  ought  not 
to  offend  the  court  even  if  he  did  aflert  an  occa- 
fional  fufpenfion  of  its  jurifdiction  in  certain 
cafes.  Aii  the  courts  of  Weftminfter  Hall  af- 
ferted  the  fame  thing  of  themfelves  in  every  cafe 
at  the  revolution  ;  for  when  it  was  declared  that 
King  James  had  abdicated,  they  all  /hut,  and 
continued  fo  until  the  vacant  Throne  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  William. 

77/f  Attorney  General  had  almoft  confeffed,  that 
the  objection  again  ft  Lord  Weftmoreland's  ap- 
pentment  was  irrefiftible  from  his  mode  of  w- 
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fwering  it.     He  had  faid  that  the  patent  under 
the  great  feal  of  England  was  only  a  declaration 
of   the  King's  will — that  is,    tacitly  Conferring 
that  it  was  not  competent  to  do  more  than  barely 
declare  the  King's  will — but  if  fuch  a  declaration 
<mly  was  fufficient,  that  was  done  by  the  order 
to  be  (worn  in  that  every  Lord  Lieutenant  brings 
over  under  the  fign  manual  ;    or    why    was    be 
not  appointed  merely  by   delivering    to   him    the 
iword  of  ftate  ? — the  reafon    is,    becaufe,  to  the 
appointment  of  a  Governor,  not  only  a  declara- 
tion of  the  King's  will  is  nece/Tary,  but  alfo  a 
delegation  of  power  by   a  fufficient   and   legal  in  - 
ftrument  giving  hrm  a  right  to   exercife  autho- 
»ity.     But  no   power  belonging  to  the  indepen- 
dent King  cf  Ireland  can  be  delegated  by   an  in- 
ftrument    that  derives   all   its    validity  from   the 
authority  of  the  King  of  England.     The  Great 
Seal  of   England  cannot  constitute  an  officer  to 
act  under  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Ireland.   ' 
The  Attorney  General  had  argued  a  good  deal 
on  ail  Lord  Lieutenants  having  been  fo  appointed 
for  upwards   of  fix  hundred  years.     The  argu- 
ment  is   not  fair  ;—  many  abufes   crept  into   this 
country  for  the  lait  fix  hundred  years,  becaufe  its 
conffitutional  connection  with  England  was  but 
little   known    or  attended    to.      If    that  had   not 
been  the  cafe,  there  would  have  been  no  necef - 
fity  for  the   revolution   in  1782.     Since  that  time 
it  might   be   fandy   afferted   that    there   has  not 
been  a  legally  appointed  Chief  Governor  in  Ire- 
land.— But  wherefore  was  this   abide  fuffered    to 
remain   after  the    other  abufes  abolimed  by  that 
revolution,    or   wherefore   was    it    io    obftinately 
contended  for  at  preient,  if  it  was  not  retained 
for  fbtne  evil  purpofe?  Mr.  Emmet  concluded  by 
hoping  the  Coust  would  not  do  fo  great  an  in- 
juitice  to  the  plaintiff  as  to  expunge  from  his  de- 
L  a 
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deration  or  bill  that  which,  was  true  and  which 
was  alfo  material  to  his  aftion. 

'The  Chief  Jujlice  afked  Mr.  Mc.  Nally  whether 
he  intended  to  offer  any  thing  further  againft  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Mc.  Nally  faid  he  was  certainly  fully  pre- 
pared to  prove  before  his  country,  that  the  Great 
Seal  of  England  was  incompetent  to  appoint  any 
legal  jurifdiclion  or  office  of  ftate  in  Ireland ; 
which,  fince  the  revolution  or  1782,  could  not 
be  confidered  as  bound  by  any  delegated  power 
from  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain.  Whenever 
the  authority  of  Ireland  came  to  be  queftioned, 
whether  in  the  Common  Pleas,  the  King's  Bench, 
or  before  parliament,  he  had  no  doubt  of  being 
able  to  mew  "'from  conftitutional  principles,  ii- 
lultrated  by  facred  authorities,  that  Letters  Pa- 
tent under  the  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain  were 

inefficient  and  inoperative  in  Ireland He  had 

4etermined  not  to  fpeak  to  this  queftion  till  it 
came  in  a  more  folemn  manner  before  the  court 
by  the  pleading  of  the  defendant,  .but  as  the 
point  had  been  broken  by  the  motion  before  the 
court,  he  would  make  one  obfervation  which  he 
conlidered  of  weight — it  was  this.  In  1782  it 
became  a  queftion  in  what  manner  the  royal  af- 
fent  mould  be  given  to  bills,  the  King  of  Ire- 
land being  refident  in  Great  Britain,  and  a  bill 
was  brought  into  the  Irim  Commons,  he  believed 
by  Mr.  Yelverton,  now  Lord  Chief  Baron,  to 
adjuft  that  very  ferious  point.  By  this  Bill  it 
enacled,  that  all  Bills,  in  order  to  receive  the 
royai  affent,  mould  be  tranfmitted  to  England 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  and  having  re- 
ceived the  royal  affent  there,  be  returned  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  England  into  Ireland.  Now, 
faid  Jvlr.  Mc.  Nally,  if,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Legiflature  of  Ireland,  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng . 
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land  had  recognition  in  Ireland,  why  enacT:  a 
Statute  to  give  it  recognition  in  any  particular  in- 
stance ?  This  acl  he  faid  might  be  considered  as 
an  exception,  ftrengthening  the  general  and  great: 
constitutional  poiition  then  before  the  Court,  that 
the  Great  Seal  of  England  was  not  recognized  in 
this  independant  country. 

Mr.  Attorney  Gmeralaffured  the  court  that  it  was 
not  the  intention  of  the  Chancellor  to  delay  the 
trial ;  but  that  his  Lordihip  would  take  defence 
with  all  poffible  expedition. 

Lord  Carleton.  This  writ  of  fummons  having 
teen  returned,  and  an  attefted  copy  of  the  Decla- 
ration or  Bill  having  been  produced,  the  proceed- 
ings are  before  the  court,  and  they  have  judicial 
knowledge  of  the  exceptionable  parts. 

The  queition  is  narrowed  by  what  has  fallen 
from  the  plaintiff's  counfel ;  they  deny  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  has  legal  authority,  and  the  court 
ought  not  to  entertain  a  doubt  for  a  moment  of 
its  duty  to  fatisfy  the  public  that  there  is  a  legal 
government  in  the  country.  The  manner  in  which 
the  queftion  has  been  difcufted  forces  the  court  to 
this  declaration,  for  if  the  arguments  of  counfel 
be  j»ft,  there  neither  is,  nor  has  been  for  ages  paft, 
a  legal  government  in  Ireland. 

It  is  true  as  has  been  ftated  by  one  of  the  plain- 
tiff's  couniel,  that,  if  fcandalous  matter  inferted 
in  the  declaration  or  bill  be  relevant,  and  has  a 
tendency  to  encreafe  damages,  the  court  will  not 
expunge  it  merely  becaufe  it  is  fcandalous  matter ; 
Irnt  that  it  is  not  the  cafe  hear. — It  is  not  relevant 
tof  or  material  for  the  plaintiff's  cafe,  and  there- 
fore the  infertion  of  it  was  not  neceffary. 

The  court  will  take  notice  that  Lord  Weft  : 
moreland  is  legally  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
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The  court  of  Exchequer  has  decided  fb,  and 
the  public  good  requires  that  we  fhculd  decide; 
fo. 

We  are  bound  to  know  the  privy  council  and 
its  powers,  we  are  bound  to  know  it  as  a  privy 
council  by  right. 

An  objection  was  once  made  in  the  court  of 
Common  Pleas,  in  a  cafe  wherein  Baron  Power 
was  the  plaintiff,  that  it  did  not  appear  upon  the 
record  that  he  was  one  of  the  King's  Judges  ;  but 
we  were  bound  to  take  notice  judicially,  that  he 
was  one  of  the  King's  Judges  :  and  fo  we  are 
bound  to  take  notice  judicially,  that  the  Earl  of 
Weftmoreland  is  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
and  that  the  privy  council  are  the  privy  council  of 
Ireland. 

The  infertion,  as  I  have  before  faid,  was  not 
neceffary.  If  the  publication  complained  of  by 
-the  plaintiff  be  a  libel,  that  will  be  matter  for 
further  inveftigation.  The  authority  from  whence 
it  iffued  muft  either  be  fhewn  in  a  plea  of  juftifi- 
cation  or  in  evidence  upon  a  trial,  and,  if  the 
queftion  can  poflibly  be  agitated,  then  will  be  the 
plaintifl's  time  to  controvert  it.  t 

The  writ  of  fummons  has  been  returned,  and 
is  now  in  court ;  though  it  bears  the  fignature  of 
the  Chief  Juftice,  it  never  undergoes,  but  iffues 
without  his  infpeclion. 

If  any  evil  confequences  enfue  from  this  dif- 
cuffion,  they  muft  be  imputed  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
thofe  concerned  for  him,  who  inferted  the  except 
tionable  words  in  the  pleadings,  and  not  to  the 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  who  brought  forward  the 
motion. 

The  other  three  Juftices  coincided  with  the 
Chief,  and  it  was. 
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Ordered, 
That  the  Writ  oj  Summons  be  quafhed,  and  the 
nvords  which  alledge  or  que/Hon  that  John  Earl  of 
Weftmor 'eland,  is  not  of  right  Lord  Lieutenant  §f 
Ireland,  or  that  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland,  is 
not  the  Privy  Council  t/ieuuf,  ojherevfer  they  occur 
in  the  declaratio^u't"  si'dl,  be  forthzvith  expunged  by 
the  proper  officer,  the  fame  being fcandalous  and  im- 
pertinent. 


*y  the  LORD  LIEUTENANT  and  COUNCIL  o» 

IRELAND, 
■;       A     PROCLAMATION 

WESTMORELAND, 


Wi 


HEREAS  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  of  the  Ho- 
norable Houfe  of  Commons,  being  called  before 
the  faid  Houfe  on  Wednefday  the  Twenty-fecond 
Day  of  February  Inftant,  he  informed  the  faid 
Houfe  fhat  he  had  difpatched  Three  of  the  rocffen- 
gers  attending  feid  Houfe,  to  execute  che  order 
£pr  taking  into  his  Cuftody  James  Napper  Tandy> 
one  of  whom  being  brought  to  the  Bar,  informed 
the  Houfe,  that  he  went  to  the  Dwelt ;ng-Houfe  of 
James  Tandy  in  Chancery-lane,  where  he  arretted 
the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy,  and  fhewed  him  the 
Warrant,  and  his  Authority  ;  that  the  faid  James 
Napper  Tandy  went  into  a  Parlour,  as  if  for  hi* 
Hat,  but  fhut  the  door,  and  made  his  Efcape,  as 
he  fuppofed  through  a  Window. 

AND  whereas  on  the  fame  day,  it  was  refolved 

by  the  Houfe  of    Commons,    that  the  faid  James 

Napper  Tandy  having  been  arretted  by  a  warrant 

Mr.  Speaker,  iffued  by  the  Order  of  the  faid  Houfe 
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and  having  made  his  Efcape  from  the  Officer  of 
faid  Houfe  who  arretted  him,  has  been  guilty  of 
of  a  grofs  Violation  of  the  Privileges  of  the  faid 
Houfe. 

AND  whereas  an  humble  A^drefs  hath  beea 
_prefented  unto  us,  by  \\it  Knights,  Citizens  and 
Burgeffes,  in  Parliament  affemVf4&  that  we  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  iffue  our  Proclamation  for 
apprehending  the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy, 
with  a  Promife  of  Reward  for  the  fame. 

NOW  we,  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council, 
have  thought  fit  to  iffue  this  our  Proclamation, 
hereby  requiring  and  commanding  all  Perfons 
whatfoever  to  difcover  and  apprehend,  or  caufe  the 
faid  James  Napper  Tandy  to  be  difcovered  and 
apprehended,  and  carry  him  before  fome  of  cur 
Juftices  of  the  Peace,  or  Chief  Magiftrates  of  the 
County,  town,  or  Place  where  he  mail  be  appre- 
hended, who  are  refpe&ively  required  to  fecure 
the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy  fo  apprehended, 
and  thereof  to  give  fpeedy  notice  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  commons, 
the  Serjeant  at  Arms  attending  the  faid  Houfe,  and 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Council,  to  the  end  h«  may  be 
forthcoming  to  be  dealt  withal,  and  proceeded 
againft  according  to  Law. 

AND  for  the  Prevention  of  the  Efcape  of  the 
faid  James  Napper  Tandy  into  Parrs  beyond  the 
Seas,  we  do  require  and  command  all  Officers  of 
the  Cuftoms,  and  other  Officers  and  Subjecls  of 
and  in  the  refpeclive  Ports  and  Maritime  Towns, 
and  Places  within  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  that 
they  and  every  of  them  in  their  refpective  Places 
and  Stations  within  the  faid  Kingdom,  be  careful 
and  diligent  in  the  Examination  r-f  all  Perfons  that 
tfhall  pafs,  cr  endeavour  to  pafs  beyond  the  Seas  j 
and  if  they  fhall  difcover  the  faid  James  Napper 
Tandy,  then  to  came  him  to  be  apprehended 
and  fecured,  and  to  give  Notice  thereof  as  aforefaid. 
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AND  we  do  hereby  ftri&Iy  Charge  and  Conr*- 
roand  all  Perfons,  as  they  willanfwer  the  contrary 
at  their  Perils,  that  they  do  not  any  ways  conceal, 
but  to  difcover  him,  the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy, 
to  the  End  he  may  be  fecured ;  and  for  the  Encou- 
ragement of  all  Perfons  to  be  diligent  and  careful 
in  endeavouring  to  difcover  and  apprehend  the 
faid  James  Napper  Tandy,  we  do  hereby  further 
declare,  that  whofoever  fhall  difcover  and  appre- 
hend him,  the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy,  and  mail 
bring  him  before  fume  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or 
Chief  Magistrate  as  aforefaid,  mall  have  and  receive 
as  a  Reward  for  the  difcovering,  apprehending 
and  bringing  him,  the  faid  James  Napper  Tandy, 
before  fuch  Juftice  of  the  Peace,  or  Chief  Magif- 
trate  as  aforefaid,  the  Sum  of  FIFTY  PONNDS. 

-     •Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin,  the 
z^d  Day  of  February,  179a. 

Fltz-Gibbom,  C.  John  Fofter.  J.  Parnel!. 
Henry  King.  "William  Conyngham.  James 
Cv,rF.  J.  Monck  Mafon.  R.  Hobart.  Arthur 
Wolfe.      James  Fitzgerald.      Geo.  Warde. 

GOD  Save  the  KING. 
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March  \\,   1794J 
the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  or, 

DUBLIN, 
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E  fubmitted  to  your  confideration  fuch  a 
plan  for  your  equal  reprefentation,  as  would,  in 
our  judgment,  if  carried  into  effect,  give  you 
your  juft  and  conftitutional  weight  in  the  legif- 
lature.  We  exulted  in  the  thought  that  our  ex- 
ertions had  contributed  to  raiie  the  public  mind 
to  that  elevated  point,  from  which  it  might  view 
it's  widely  extended  rights  ;  from  which  it  might 
difcover  the  real  infignificance  of  every  propcfal 
towards  reform,  that  mould  not  feek  the  full 
meafure  of  juftice ;  which  mould  not  give  to  all, 
who  were  in  any  degree  bound  by  the  law,  the 
power  of  chufing  thofe  who  made  the  lawi  We 
thought  the  fimplicity  of  the  Plan  the  beft  Teft 
of  it's  honefty,  and  that  it's  appeal  to  the  com- 
mon fenie  of  the  nation  rendered  any  explanation 
of  it's  principles  unneceffary.  We  are,  how- 
ever, now  called  upon  to  juftify  it's  primary  prin- 
ciple by  the  objections,  which  have  lince  been 
raifed  againft  it ;  and  fhould  we  fucceed,  our  tri- 
umph muft  be  that  of  argument  over  inveclive, 
of  reafon  over  prejudice,  and  of  juftice  over 
power. 

It  is  an  apprehenfion  with  fome  that  mould 
every  man  be  allowed  to  vote  for  a  reprefenta- 
tion in  parliament,  the  monarchy  and  arifio  - 
cracy  of  the  Conftitution  would  foon  be  overborne 
and  deuroyed  by  the  exorbitant    power  and  re- 
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jjublican  fpirit  of  the  democracy.  Let  It  be  re- 
membered, that  the  Bntifh  Constitution  ha» 
amply  provided  againft  the  probability  of  fuch  an 
event.  It  has  appointed  a  fole  executive  officer, 
inverted  with  prerogatives  to  ftrengthen  the  exe- 
cutive power,  and  with  a  certain  portion  of  le- 
gislative authority  to  defend  thofe  prerogatives. 
Jt  has  inftituted  a  fubftantial  ariftocracy,  not 
deriving  all  it's  weight  and  authority  merely 
from  the  king's  patents,  but  hereditary,  and 
pofTeffing  a  mafs  of  property,  by  which,  backed 
and  fupported,  if  neceflary,  by  the  executive 
prerogatives  and  legislative  •  authority  of  the 
crown,  it  is  enabled  to  withstand  the  attacks  of 
the  democracy.  Away  then  with  this  idle  ap- 
prehension— Can  any  danger  attach  upon  fo  much 
influence  and  fo  much  power  ?  On  the  contrary, 
can  any  thing  Short  of  pure  democracy  maintain 
againSt  them  the  integrity  and  independence  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 

But  it  is  faid  that  the  lower  claSTes  of  the  com- 
munity, being  without  property,  have  no  Stake 
in  the  .country,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  vote 
for  any  part  of  the  legislature.  In  confequence 
of  the  reprefentative  lyftem  eveiy  man  is  fuppofed 
to  be  either  individually  or  by  his  delegate  a  party 
to  making  the  laws,  by  which  he  is  to  be  bound. 
*  The    elective  right  cannot  therefore  be  denied 

*  Altho'  this  is  at  prefent  only  a  fuppojitiou,  yet 
there  are  ftrong  rsafons  for  believing  that  it  was  once 
■a.fa£l.  Mr.  Prynne,  one  of  the  moft  profound  legal 
antiquarians,  afferts,  that  before  the  8th  Hen.  6th  ch. 
7.  every  inhabitant  and  commoner  in  each  County 
had  a  voice  in  the  election  of  Knights,  whether  he 
were  a  freeholder  or  not."  Brev.  Pari.  Red.  p.  187. 
— Of  the  fame  opinion  feems  Whitelocke.  2d  Whitel. 
p.  50. — It  ietms  very  conlldcrably  confirmed  by  the 
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en  conftitutional  principle  to  any  one  ;  as  they 
are  bound  by 'the  laws  as  well  as  others.  Laws 
operate  on  life,  liberty,  and  property.  Why 
is  property  reprefented?  Becaufe  it  is  valuable  to 
the  poffeffor,  and  may  be  affe&ed  by  the  law. 
Why  mould  liberty  and  life  not  be  reprefented  ? 
Are  they  not  more  valuable  to  their  poffeffor,  and 
may  they  not  alfo  be  affecled  by  the  law  ?  Since 
liberty  and  Life  are  the  rnoft  important  objects 
of  legiflation,  the  poorer  clafs  have  a  right  to 
ibme  controul  over  the  legislature,  and  it  is  juft 
that  they  mould  exercife  it.  The  fpirit  of  many 
of  our  laws  is  aritrocratic,  and  by  no  means 
calculated  for  the  protection  of  the  poor.  To 
pafs  over  the  remarkabie  inftances  of  the  Game 
Laws  and  the  Stamp  Aft,  the  latter  of  which, 
by  operating  on  legal  proceedings,  fhuts  the  door 
of  juftice  againft  the  poor,  we  (hall  refer  to  a 
much  more  important  fyftem,  our  criminal  Code. 
If  the  lower  claffes  of  the  community  had  been 
reprefented  in  Parliament,  when  their  necdiities 
firft  urged  them  to  infurreftion  and  outrage, 
•under  the  denominations  of  White  Boys  and  De- 
fenders, Parliament  would  have  enquired  into 
and  redreffed  their  grievances,  inftead  oi  making 
laws  topumfh  them  with  death.  The  Acls,  which 
are  prohibited  by  many  of  our  lawsare  crimes  :  but 
the  punimments,  Inflicled  by  thofe  laws,  are  ilill 
greater  crimes.     The  reafon  of  this  d ^proportion 

word  of  the  7th  Hen.  4  ch.  15.— -And  Sir  Thomas 
•Smyth  in  hi?  commonwealth  p.  37.  has  the  following 
words  "  every  Englifhman  is  intended  to  be  prefent 
in  Parliament,  either  in  peribn,  or  by  procuration  or 
attorney,  of  what  pre-eminence,  ftate,  dignity,  or 
quality  foever  he  be,  from  the  prince  to  the  lowest 
[1  :.' n  in  England,  and  the  confent  of  the  Parliament 
if  taken  to  be  every  mac's  confent. " 
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is,  that  the  rich  man  is  never  guilty  of  fheep- 
ftealing,  and  the  poor  man  has  no  one  to  plead 
his  caufe  in  theienate. 

If,  however,  it  be  a  principle  that  no  man, 
who  does  not  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  go- 
vernment, mould  be  mediately  or  immediately 
concerned  in  legiflation,  fuch  principle  would  be 
no  exclufion  of  the  poor,  for  they  contribute  in 
proportion  to  their  means.  The  pcoreir  man  in 
the  land  pays  taxes  for  his  fire,  his  candle, 
for  his  potatoes,  and  his  cloathing  :  and  the  poor- 
er he  is,  the  greater  occaiion  he  has  for  a  vote  to 
protect  what  little  he  has,  which  is  necefTary  not 
to  his  qualification  merelv,  but  to  his  very  exig- 
ence. He  has  a  property  in  his  labour,  and  in 
the  value  it  will  bring  in  the  market,  the  field, 
or  the  manufactory  :  a  property,  on  account  of 
it's  fmallneis,  of  more  real  value  to  him  than 
thoufands  of  pounds  to  the  rich  and  luxurious  : 
a  property,  which  mutt  render  him  more  inte- 
rested in  tiie  honeil-  ditpofal  of  the  public  money, 
imce  one  additional  tax  may  crufli  him,  than 
thole  can  be  who  receive  that  public  money  by 
virtue  o'f  places  without  employment  and  petitions 
without  meiit.  Property  is  merely  the  collection 
of  labour  :  it  pofTeiTes  the  vsery  fame  qualities  be- 
fore, as  after,  it  is  collected  into  a  heap  3  and 
the  fcattered  labour  of  the  loweft  ranks  is  as 
real,  and  ought  to  be  as  really  reprefented  as  the 
moil  fixed  and  folid  property.  Reaibn,  we  think, 
fays  this  $  <and  fad  experience  has  mani felled,  that 
giving  political  pcwei  excluuvelv  to  property  col- 
lected, not  to  the  mafs  of  living  labour,  has  been 
in  all  ages,  and  particularly  in  modern  times,  the 
true  caufe  of  feudality,  of  valTaiage,  and  of  aril- 
tccratic  delpotiim. 

It  is  alio  uied  a*  an  argument,  that  altho'  in 
theory  every  man  has  a  rigat  to  vote,  yet  the  ex- 
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ercife  of  that  right  among  us  would  be  imprac- 
ticable or  attended  with  outrage  from  the  multi- 
tude of  voters.  To  that  we  anfwer,  that  the 
practicability  of  the  meafure  depends  on  a  few 
regulations,  which,  we  apprehend,  could  be  eafily 
contrived  to  render  elections  practicable  and  tran- 
quil. Let  there  be  a  divifion  of  the  kingdom 
into  parts,  -Sufficiently  fmall,  and,  as  nearly  as 
poflible,  equal  with  reipect  to  population,  and  let 
the  feveral  elections  annually  commence  and  con- 
clude throughout  the  kingdom  on  one  and  the 
fame  day. 

Some  friends  to  univerfal  fuffrage  in  a  new 
country  urge  a  local  obje&ion  to  it's  being  ap- 
plied to  Ireland.  They  fay  that  the  lower  clalTes 
of  people  in  this  country  are  peculiarly  unfit  for 
the  exerciie  of  fuffrage  on  account  of  their  ex- 
treme ignorance.  We  know  of  no  defcription 
of  people  in  this  country  are  peculiarly  unfit  for 
the  exerciie  of  their  rights  :  and  if  we  did,  we 
would  fit  them  for  it  by  giving  it  to  them.  What 
has  made  thole  claffes  fo  extremely  ignorant  ? 
The  privation  of  thofe  rights,  which,  if  enjoy- 
ed, would  have  procured  them  knowledge.  Ap- 
ply the  reverfe  of  that,  which  has  debafed,  and 
it  will  exalt  them.  Give  them  the  elective  fran- 
chife,  and  let  them  exercife  it  directly.  It  is  not 
juft  to  judge  of  what  the  people  would  be,  when 
embodied  into  the  constitution  of  their  country, 
from  their  prefent  ftate  of  debasement,  in  which 
they  feel  themfelves  unconnected  with  it.  We 
trwft  that  our  countrymen,  even  the  poorett,  who 
are  now  ftigrnatized  with  the  appellations  cf 
Swine,  Wretches,  and  Rabble,  would,  ifreftored 
to  their  rights,  evince  an  elevation  of  fentiment, 
which,  fe;  ting  every  fpecies  cf  corruption  at  de- 
fiance, mitft  humble  the  pride  of  wealth  by  the 
fupenor  iuftre  of  virtuous  poverty. 
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Indeed  the  local  circumftances  feem  to  us  rather 
in  favour  of  introducing  it  into  Ireland.  We 
have  lately  had  occafion,  in  confulering  the  Ca- 
tholic claims,  to  examine  into  the  foundations  of 
government.  The  Catholic  has  taught  all  Ire- 
land, that  to  be  taxed  or  legislated  for,  without 
!  being  repreferited,  is  an  opppreflion,  which  fink* 
the  fufferer  into  a  flave.  lie  infilled  on  his  right 
to  the  elective  fuffrage,  becaufe  he  was  bound  by 
the  laws,  and  contributed  to  the  expences  of  the 
ifate.  The  doctrine,  once  broached,  can  never 
be  forgotten ;  and  the  remaining  ilave,  whom  re- 
form mall  not  have  railed  to  the  rank  of  citizen, 
will  remember  the  argument  of  the  Catholic,  and 
afk  himfelf  "  am  I  not  bound  by  the  laws  j  and 
"  do  I  not,  in  my  humble  fphere,  contribute  to 
"  the  expences  of  the  Hate  ?  Why  am  I  not  re- 
"  prefented  ?  Is  it  not  my  right  ?  and  mail  I  not 
<c  inlift  upon  my  right."  Sooner  or  later  the 
mealure  muft  come.  The  eternal  principle  of 
jultice  will  be  repeated  in  louder  and  louder  tones, 
until  at  length  it  muft-  be  heard  and  obferveJ. 
Why  then  not  now?  Why  leave  behind  a  fource 
of  new  reforms,  perhaps,  of  convulfions  ?  If  re- 
form only  communicate  .powei1  to  a  greater  num- 
ber, and  do  not  give  liberty  to  all,  it  will  only 
ftrengthen  the  ruling,  and  weaken  the  opprefled 
body  ?  fo  that  when  the  Have  fhali  have  acquired 
fufficient  courage  to  fpeak,  the  obitinacy  of  the 
citizen  will  compel  him  to  act.  We  cannot  forget 
the  language  made  ufe  of  to  intimidate  the  Catho- 
lic from  proiecuting  his  claims,  and  that  thofe  very 
claims,  Shortly  after  having  been  rejected  with  fcoru, 
v  ..s  admitted  with  refpect.  The  fame  line  of  pru- 
dence and  wifdonj  will,  we  are  periuaded,  bepurfu- 
ed  in  the  caie  of  reform,  whenever  convincing  proof 
of  Lhe  public  fentiment  fhall  be  received  on  that 
fubjecT,'  and   tiie  kingdom,  by   the  reiteration  of 
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nniverfal  fufFrage,  be  delivered  over  to  uninter- 
rupted peace  and  happinefs. 

Contemplating  this  grateful  profpect,  we  fmile, 
with  much  internal  fatisfaction,  on  hearing  thofe 
intemperate  and  ahufive  expreflions,    which   the 
members  of  oppofition  make  ufe  of  againft  this 
Society.     We  fmile  at  their  inability  to  conceal 
the  vexation  and   difappointment  they  have  felt 
on  finding  themfelves  forfaken  by  the  People- 
(That  people,    whofe    majefty   they   infult,    but 
whofe  forbearance  they  at  the  fame  time  folicit,) 
■ — on  finding  themfelves  falling,    like  the  osten- 
tatious Balloon,  from  that  height,  to  which  they 
had  rifen  by  a  fort  of  inflammable  levity,    and 
there  fuftained  folely    by    the  breath  of  popular 
favour.     We  fmile  at  the  curious  coalition  of  po- 
litical parties  againft  our  Society — to  fee  them  all 
club  their  wifdom  and  their  wit,  to  manifeft  to 
the  whole  country  that  we  are  really  formidable 
— but  we  are  rather  inclined  to  pity  that  forced  fra- 
ternity,   that   monftrous   conjunction   which,    in 
fpite  of  the  horror  of  inftinct,  and  the  antipathy 
of   nature,    can  join  in  one   common  effort  the 
higheft  Genius  with  the  loweft  Ribaldry — How 
great  muff  be  the  panic  that  can  unite  fuch  ex- 
tremes !  We  can  bear,    as  we  have   borne,    the 
common  place  invective  againft  this  Society  5  but 
we  feel  fome  indignation,  when  they,  who  mould 
look  on  themfelves  as  the  purchafed  property  of 
the   people  j    to  whofe  fortune  every  man,  even 
"  the  Beggar  on  the  Bridge^  has  contributed  j 
whom  the  "  /bouts  of  the  Mob''''    have  raifed  to 
the  height  of  their  Fame — When  fuch  men  in- 
veigh againft  armed  Beggary  and  Shabby  Sedi- 
tion, we  cannot  but  remember  a  time,  when  the 
ufual  adjunct  to  their  own  names  was  "  Shabby 
**  and  Seditious  Incendiaries."     It  is  rtot  manly, 
it  is  not  decorous  to  deal  out  thi#  contumelious 
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language  againft  the  great  mafs  of  mankind. 
The  ufe  of  contemptuous  terms  difpofes  to  con- 
temptuous treatment,  and  thofe,  whom  we  vilify 
as  Mob,  we  foon  learn  to  flight  as  men.  It  is 
the  unequal  partition  of  rights,  and  what  refults 
from  this*  the  arrogance  of  power,  and  the  abafe- 
mentof  poverty,  which  makes  Mob,  inftigates  to 
tumult,  and  goads  to  infurre&ion.  If  the  people 
were  refpected  they  would  reverence  the  consti- 
tuted authorities  ;  but  to  gain  this  refpecl,  they 
muft  poffefs  thofe  rights,  which  are  the  preroga- 
tive of  their  nature,  and  the  worth  of  manhood. 

Oppofition  feem  furprifed  that  the  people  mould 
view  their  debates  wjth  indifference.  We  will 
tell  them  the  reafon.  It  is  becaufe  nothing  paffes 
of  a  nature  to  animate  and  intereft  that  people — < 
nothing,  from  which  an  individual  can  promife 
himfelf  more  happinefs,  or  the  community  more 
fplendour — it  is  becaufe  enthufiafm  no  longer 
lights  up  the  countenance  of  Grattan,  and  fwells 
every  heart  with  fome thing  great  and  good,  and 
with  a  profpecl  of  fomething  greater  and  better — 
It  is  becaufe  there  appears  no  internal  fpring  of 
action,  no  fixture  of  character  j  but  good  and  bad 
qualities,  as  it  were,  external)  and  neither  vir- 
tues nor  vices  their  own.  It  is  becaufe  once  in 
fcven  years  the  people  are  treated  as  Majeffy, 
and  in  the  interval  maltreated  as  Mob. 

We  have  not  in  our  Plan  of  Reform  paled  in 
little  parks  of  ariftocracy — Our  Plan  has  not  been 
defcribed  with  a  pair  of  compafFes,  nor  have  we 
defaced  with  c'hildifh  circles  the  fyftem  of  nature, 
and  the  chart  of  the  Conftitution.  There  is  no 
truth  in  any  political  fyftem,  in  which  the  Sun 
of  Liberty  is  not  placed  in  the  centre,  with 
knowledge  to  enlighten,  and  benevolence  to 
warm  and  invigorate  ;  with  the  fame  ray  to  gild 
the    Palace  and  ,  illuminate  the  Cottage.     Th$ 
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Earth  moves  faid  Gallieo,  and  the  Sun  ftands 
ftill.  He  was  imprifoned  for  the  heretical  afler- 
tion,  for  a  libel  againft  the  laws  of  nature,  and 
for  exciting  fedition  among  the  ftars — But  the 
Earth  moves  notwithftanding;  and  in  fpite  of 
fine,  imprifonment,  pillory  and  tranfportation, 
the  Rights  of  Man  are  the  immoveable  centre  of 
the  Britifh  Conftitution,  that  has  hitherto  regu- 
lated times  and  determined  Revolutions. 
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CONSTITUTION 

OF     THE 

SOCIETY    of    UNITED    IRISHMEN 
of  the  CITY  of  DUBLIN. 

JL  HE  Society  is  constituted  for  the  purpofe  of 
forwarding  a  brotherhood  of  affeclion,  an  iden- 
tity of  interefts,  a  communion  of  rights,  and  an 
union  of  power,  among  Irishmen  of  all  religious 
perfuafions,  and  thereby  obtaining  an  impartial 
and  adequate  reprefentation  of  the  Nation  in  Par- 
liament. 

The  members  of  this  Society  are  either  ordi- 
nary or  honorary. 

Such  perfons  only  are  eligible  as  honorary 
members,  who  have  diftinguilhed  themfelves  by 
promoting  the  liberties  of  mankind,  and  are  not 
inhabitants  of  Ireland. 

Every  candidate  for  admiflion  into  the  Society, 
whither  as  an  ordinary  or  honorary  member, 
(hall  be  propofed  by  two  ordinary  members,  who 
feall  fign  a  certificate  of  his  being,  from  their 
knowledge  of  him,  a  fit  perfon  to  be  admitted — 
that  he  has  feen  the  reft,  and  is  willing  to  take 
it :  This  certificate,  delivered  to  the  Secretarj^ 
fhall  be  read  from  the  Chair  at  the  enfuing  meet- 
ing of  the  Society  j  and  on  the  next  fubfequent 
night  of  meeting  the  Society  mall  proceed  to  the 
election. — The  names  and  additions  of  the  can- 
didate, with  the  names  of  thole  by  whom  he  has 
been  propofed,  fhall  be  inferted  in  the  fummons 
for  the  night  of  election. — The  election,  mall 
be  conducted  by   ballot,   and  if  one-fifth  of  the 
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»umber  of  beans  be  black,  the  candidate  ftands 
rejected.  The  election,  with  refpect  to  an  ordi- 
nary member,  mall  be  void,  if  he  does  not  at- 
tend within  four  meetings  afterwards,  unlefs  he 
can  plead  fome  reafonable  excufe  for  his  abfencei 
Every  perfon  elected  a  member  of  the  Society, 
whether  honorary  or  ordinary,  fhall  previous  to 
his  admifiion,  take  and  fubfcribe  the  following 
tsft: 

"  I  ^.  5.  in  the  prefence  of  God,  do  pledge 
*l  myfelf  to  my  country,  that  I  will  ufe  all  my 
*f  abilities  and  influence  in  the  attainment  oi 
<c  an  impartial  and  adequate  reprefentation  of  the 
<c  Irifii  nation  in  Parliament ;  and  as  a  means 
*{  of  abfolute  and  immediate  neceffity  in  the 
<c  eftablifhment  of  this  chief  good  of  Ireland, 
*{  will  endeavour,  as  much  as  lies  in  my  ability, 
*e  to  forward  a  brotherhood  of  affection,  an  iden- 
"  tity  of  interefts,  a  communion  of  rights,  and 
f*  an  union  of  power  among  Irifhmen  of  all  reli- 
"  gious  perfuafions  ;  without  which  every  reform 
*'  in  Parliament  muft  be  partial,  not  national, 
"  inadequate  to  the  wants,  delufive  to  the  wifhes, 
"  and  inefficient  for  the  freedom  and  happinefs 
"  of  this  country. 

A  member  of  another  Society  of  United  Irifh- 
men being  introduced  to  the  Prefident  by  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Society,  fhall,  upon  producing  a  cer- 
tificate figned  by  the  Secretary,  and  fealed  with 
the  Seal  of  the  Society  to  which  he  belongs,  and 
taking  the  before- mentioned  teft,  be  thereupon 
admitted  to  attend  the  fittings  of  this  Society. 

The  officers  of  the  Society  fhall  confift  of  a 
Prefident,  Treasurer  and  Secretary,  who  fhall  be 
•feverally  elected  every  three  months,  viz.  on  every 
firft  night  of  meeting  in  the  months  of  Novem- 
ber, February,  May  and  Auguft  j  the  election  to 
jbe  determined  by  each  member  prefent  writing  on 
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a  piece  of  paper  the  names  of  the  objeft  of  Ma 
choice,  and  putting  it  into  a  box — The  majority 
of  votes  mull  decide — If  the  votes  are  equal,  the 
Prelideut  mall  have  a  calling  voice.  Mo  perlbn 
mall  be  capable  of  being  re-elected  to  any  office 
for  the  quarter  next  fucceeding  the  determination 
of  his  office.  In  cafe  of  an  oceafional  vacancy  in 
any  office  by  death  or  otherwiie,  the  Society  mall 
on  the  next  night  of  meeting,  elect  a  perfon  to 
the  fame  for  the  remainder  of  the  quarter. 

The  Society  fhall  meet  on  every  i'econd  Friday 
night — oftener  if  neceffary. — The  Chair  mall  be 
taken  at  eight  o'Clock  from  29th  September  to 
25th  March,  and  at  nine  o'Clock  from  25th  March 
to  29th  September.  Fifteen  members  mail  form 
a  quorum.  No  new  buiinels  mail  be  introduced 
after  ten  o'Clock. 

Every  refpecl  and  deference  fhall  be  paid  to  the 
Pre  fide  nt — his  chair  mall  be  railed  three  fteps 
above  the  feats  of  the  members — the  Treai'iuer 
and  Secretary  ihall  have  feats  under  him,  two 
Iteps  above  the  feats  of  the  members. — On  his 
riung  from  his  Chair  and  taking  off  his  hat, 
there  iviu±c  be  iilence,  and' the  members  be  feated. 
— He  fhall  be  judge  of  order  and  propriety,  be 
impowered  to  direcl  an  apology,  and  to  fine  re- 
fractory members  in  any  him  not  above  one 
Crown. — If  the  member  refute  to  pay  the  fine, 
or  make  the  apology,  he  is  thereupon  expelled 
fVom  the  Society. 

There  mail  be  a  Committee  of  Constitution,  of 
Finance,  of  Correfpondence,  and  of  Accommo- 
dation.— The  Committee  of  Conilitution  fhall 
confifl  of  nine  members,  that  of  Finance  of  [evtn 
members,  that  of  Correfpondence  of  five  mem- 
bers.— Each  Committee  fhall,  independent  of  oc- 
eafional reports,  make  general  reports  on  every 
quarterly  meeting.     The  Treafurer  fhall  be  under  - 
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the  dire&ion  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  and 
the  Secretary  under  the  direction  of  the  Commit 
tee  of  correfpondence.     The  election  for   Com 
mittees  mall  be  on  every  quarterly  meeting,  and 
decided  by  the  majority  of  votes. 

In  order  to  defray  the  necefTary  expences,  anc 
eftablifh  a  fund  for  the  ufe  of  the  Society,  each 
ordinary  member  mall  on  his  election  pay  to  th 
Treafurer,  by  thofe  who  propofed  him,  one  Gui 
nea  admiflion  fee,  and  alio  one  Guinea  annually 
by  half  yearly  payments,  on  every  firft  night  of 
meeting  in  November  and   May  j    the  firft  pay 
ment  thereof  to  be  on  the  firft  night  of  meeting 
in  November  1792.     On  every  quarterly  meeting 
following,    the  names  of  the  defaulters,  as  they 
appear  in  the  Treaiury-book,  mall  be  read  from 
the  chair — If  any  member  after  the  fecond  read- 
ing neglect  to  pay  his  fubfcription,  he  ihall  be 
excluded  the  -Society,    walefs  he  can  ihew  fome 
reafonable  excufe  for  his  default. 

The  Secretary  mall  be  furnifhed  with  the  fol- 
lowing feal,  viz.  a  Harp — at  the  top  "  J  am 
(f  new  (irung  j"  at  the  bottom  (( Iivill  be  heard;'''' 
and  on  the  exergue  "  Society  of  United  Irijhmen 
et  of  Dublin.'"'' 

No  motion  for  an  alteration  of,  or  additionto, 
the  conftitution  fhall  be  made  but  at  the  quarterly 
meetings,  and  notice  of  fuch  motion  fhall  be 
given  fourteen  days  previous  to  thofe  meetings — 
If  upon  fuch  motion  the  Society  mail  fee  ground 
for  the  propofed  alteration  or  addition,  the  fame 
ihall  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee,  with 
jnftru£lions  to  report  on  the  next  night  of  meet- 
ing their  opinion  thereon  ;  and  upon  fuch  report 
she  queftion  fhall  be  decided  by  the  Society. 


(     *°3     ) 
THOMAS    MUIR. 

TO  the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN 

of      DUBLIN. 


A 


T  this  period,  to  exprefs  to  you  my  zeal  in 
your  caufe,  and  my  attachment  to  your  Society 
would  be  fuperfluous  and  unbecoming.  Upon 
the  eve,  of  being,  perhaps  for  ever,  feparated 
from  this  country  and  from  civilized  life,  I  de- 
part in  the  firm  conviclion,  that  your  future  pro- 
ceedings, will  be  correfponding  to  the  preceding, 
that  your  conduct  will  be  marked  by  that  calm 
but  dignified  fortitude,  which  becomes  the  ad- 
herents of  freedom,  that,  trampling  ,upon  in- 
trigue, and  triumphing  over  defpotifm  you  mull: 
finally  accomplilh  the  emancipation  of  Ireland. 

In  your  immortal  addrefs,  which  I  had  the  ho- 
nour  of   prefenting   to  the   firft    Convention    in 
Scotland,    you    have   faid  "  away   from   us   and. 
"  from  our  children,    thofe  puerile  antipathies, 
£c  fo  unworthy  of  the  manhood  of  nations,  which 
<{  infulate   individuals  as  well  as  countries,    and 
"  drive   the   citizen   back   to   the   favage.      W: 
"  efteem  and  we  refpecl  you."     Let  me  in  rise 
name  of  my  country  prefume  to  entreat  the  con- 
tinuance of  your  efteem,    for  the  great  mafs  of 
the  people  in  Scotland.     They  deferve  your  efteem. 
In  the  holy  caufe  of  national  freedom,  they  are 
actuated  by  the  fame  fpirit  which  animates  you. 
Towards  you  their   hearts   burn  with  affection. 
Thofe  barriers  which  a  cruel  policy  had  fet  up, 
to  feparate  nation  from  nation,  are  now  broken 
down.    Of  titled  diftin&ion  and  of  haughty  opu- 
lence, they  cannot  boaft,  but  they  poffels  a  better 
treafure — virtue — virtue  the  only  fure  pledge 
of  the  exiftejice  and  of  the  continuation  of  pa- 
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t'riotifm.  With  dean  hands,  and  with  pure 
hearts,  they  are  worfhippers  along  with  you  in 
that  temple  which  is  truly  Catholic. — The  ample 
earth  its  area,  and  the  arch  of  Heaven  its  dome. 

Permit  me  to  congratulate  your  Society,  upon 
the  incorruptible  integrity  of  its  members,  who 
have  flood  the  teft  of  perfecution.  Thefe  indi- 
viduals are  both  a  pledge  for,  and  a  fpecimen  of 
the  general  body.  Their  fufFerings  impofe  a  fo- 
lemn  obligation  upon  you,  to  adhere  to  that 
cauie,  of  which  they  have  been  the  firft  martyrs. 
Not  difcouraged,  by  what  they  at  prefent  endure, 
you  will  perfevere  and  imitate  their  example, 
and  in  exile,  in  the  recefTes  of  a  dungeon,  if  need 
be,  you  will  exhibit  yourfelves  worthy  of  the  hav, 
nour  of  having  been  the  afTociates  of  JarfC:- 
Napper  Tandy,  of  Simon  Butler  of  Oliver  Bond^ 
and  of  James  Reynolds. 

To  have  been  introduced  to  you  by  Archibald 
Hamilton  Rowan,  conftitutes  my  higheft  pride. 
To  participate  with  him  in  common  fuffering 
conflitutes  my  beft  diftin&ion. 

THOMA'S   MUIR. 

Portfmouth,  ioth  March,  1794. 

Surprize  Tran/port,  far  Botany  Bay, 
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The following  papers  were  accidently  omitted  ilk 
their  proper  places. 


June  a  a,  1794} 

ARCHIBALD  HAMILTON  ROWAN% 
in  the  Chair. 


A 


JOHN  BOURKE,  Secretary. 


COMMITTEE  appointed  by  this  Society 
to  take  into  confideration  the  profecution  of  James 
Napper  Tandy,  purfuant  to  an  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  for  an  alledged  breach  of 
privilege,  and  his  acquittal  thereof  by  his  coun- 
try, having  prefented  their  report,  it  was  there- 
upon . 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  the  !Houfe 
of  Commpns  having  in  the  firft  inftance  inflicled 
punifhment  without  proof  of  guilt,  and  in  the 
iecond,  profecuted  for  imputed  offence,  when 
twelve  reipe&able  citizens  on  oath  have  not  been, 
able  to  find  proof  fufficient  to  convift  j  and  having 
thus  attempted  to  add  the  penalties  of  the  law 
to  the  exercife  of  an  arbitrary  power ;  this  So- 
ciety do  congratulate  the  people  of  Ireland,  that 
the  integrity  and  difcernment  of  a  Dublin  Jury, 
have  interfered  to  protect  the  eaufe  of  juftice  and 
the  ConfUtution  in  the  perfon  of  a  fellow  citizen. 
M 
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November,  \€th\    1792* 
To  THOMAS-BRAUGHAL,  Efq.  Chairman 

of  the  MEETING  of  CATHOLICS 

or       DUBLIN. 
SIR, 

1  HE  Society  of  United  Iri/h men  of  Dublin, 
have  received  your  communication  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Catholics  of  this  City,  with  great 
fatisfattion. 

From  our  zeal  to  promote  the  reftoration  of 
Catholic  Rights,  we  can  derive  no  merit  as  we 
are  actuated  no  lefs  by  confiderations  of  intereft, 
than  thofe  of  duty. 

In  found  policy,  Catholic  and  Proteftant  Rights 
are  the  fame.  It  was  by  weak  and  wicked  po- 
licy that  they  were  difunited,  however,  our  cafes 
are  not  fo  very  different,  for  they  exhibit  little 
more  than  an  equal  distribution  of  wrongs. 

You  certainly  reflect  our  fentiments  while  you 
reclaim  the  radical  principle  of  political  affocia- 
tion,  that  a  delegated  body  can  not,  without 
■ufurpation,  exercife  the  power  of  annihilating 
their  creators,  and  we  lament  that  it  is  not  pof- 
fible  inftantly  to  extirpate,  along  with  the  prece- 
dent, the  very  memory  of  the  act  which  disfran- 
chifes  the  mafs  of  the  people. 

We  are  with  all  due  refpecl:, 

your  raoft  obedient  humble  fervants, 

WILLIAM  DRENNAN,  Chairman. 
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December  loth,  1793* 
the  SOCIETY  of  UNITED  IRISHMEN  qf 


DUBLIN. 

JL  HE  Society  taking  into  confederation  the 
oppreffive  attempt  in  Edinburgh  to  ftifle  the 
voice  of  the  people,  through  the  Britifh  Conven- 
tion, and  the  fpirited  and  truly  patriotic  refiftance 
to  that  attempt. 

resolved,  that  all  or  any  of  the  members 
of  the  Britifh  Convention,  and  of  the  patriotic 
Societies,  which  delegated  members  to  that  Con- 
vention, mail  be  received  as  brothers  and  mem- 
bers of  this  Society. 


MAGNA  EST  VERITAS 

ET 

PRiE  V  ALEBIT. 


J- 


